
Chapter 34 - FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION
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ARTICLE VI. - SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

Sec. 34.122. - Where required.

Specific locations. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be installed and maintained in operable condition in the

following new buildings, occupancies and locations:

Within the following residential occupancies:
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Any building that has residential units mixed with other types of occupancies, such as mercantile

space on the first floor and residential space on the second floor, shall be sprinklered throughout the

entire building.

New theaters and buildings of public assembly with over 100-person occupancy. Automatic sprinklers shall

be installed throughout such buildings regardless of size or type of construction.

New health care facilities, including hospitals, nursing homes, convalescent and group care centers.

Automatic sprinklers shall be installed throughout such buildings regardless of size or type of construction.

New detention and correctional facilities. Automatic sprinklers shall be installed throughout the buildings

regardless of size or type of construction.

High-hazard occupancy. Automatic sprinkler systems shall be installed throughout any new building that,

by reason of its construction or combustible occupancy, is deemed a severe hazard to life or property by

the fire chief. This includes but shall not be limited to:

Aircraft/helicopter hangars, aircraft/helicopter servicing.

Dry cleaning establishments using or storing volatile or flammable liquids.

Enameling or Japanning operations.

Mills.

Paint and varnish—manufacturing, storage, handling, spraying or other related operations.

Pyroxylin products.

Smokehouses.

Storage of combustible and flammable gases such as acetylene, hydrogen, liquid propane, etc., in

excess of 1,000 cubic feet.

Chemical works.

Warehouses with materials piled 15 feet or more in height.

Explosive and pyrotechnic manufacturing and storage.

Basements over 2,500 square feet in size, and containing combustible materials or storage (in

buildings not meeting the requirements of Wis. Admin. Code ch. ILHR/Comm. 66).

Exceptions. Automatic fire sprinkler systems are not required in the following:

Rooms or buildings used for the manufacture or storage of aluminum powder, calcium carbide, calcium

phosphate, metallic sodium or potassium, quicklime, magnesium powder, sodium peroxide or like

materials where the application of water may cause or increase combustion;

In any building that is used to melt and pour metal or glass into a mold or case (foundry); but only that

portion of the building where molten product is present is exempt; or

In any building where the fire chief determines that the use of water as a fire extinguishing agent would
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increase the hazard. However, an automatic fire suppression system using an extinguishing agent other

than water, requires that an automatic smoke detection system be installed.

(Ord. No. 420, § 2(2), 7-5-1995)

Sec. 34.123. - Application to existing buildings.

All existing public buildings or places of employment, and all building additions shall conform to the provisions

of this article applicable to new buildings if:

More than 50 percent of the building is remodeled or more than 50 percent is added to the building; if more

than 50 percent of the area or square footage of a building is remodeled and/or added to, the entire

building shall comply with the requirements of this section.

When determining what constitutes 50 percent remodeled or added, add all previous additions or

areas remodeled together to arrive at the total area that has been renovated. If this percentage is

equal to or greater than 50 percent of the gross area of the original building as determined by the

effective date of the ordinance from which this section is derived, the entire building is required to be

brought up to code.

Any building with an existing sprinkler system when making an addition regardless of the size or

occupancy, will sprinkler the addition in accordance with NFPA13 or other applicable IFC or NFPA codes.

If the use or occupancy of a building is changed and the hazard and/or danger to life becomes more

severe, the entire building shall be brought into compliance with this section.

(Ord. No. 420, § 2(3), 7-5-1995; Ord. No. 2005-27, § 5, 12-6-2005)

Sec. 34.125. - Installation.

Approved automatic fire sprinkler equipment shall be installed in accordance with the standards of the current
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edition of IFC and the NFPA relating to the installation of sprinkler systems and other applicable standards of

ILHR/COMM and the ordinances of the city and village.

Compressors for dry pipe systems are required to be wired directly into the building's electrical power system.

All compressors for dry pipe systems will have low-limit air switches and alarms.

The hydrant water flow test data shall be dated no greater than six months prior to the submission of sprinkler

plans. The data shall be obtained during peak flow conditions and conducted with accurate gauges.

The sprinkler system design shall be based on 95 percent of the available water supply.

Every system shall have an alarm system that is audible throughout the building. All alarm systems shall be

interconnected. One water flow alarm shall be provided on the outside of the building by the F.D.C.

(Ord. No. 420, § 2(5), 7-5-1995; Ord. No. 2005-27, § 6, 12-6-2005)
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