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The PDMP is a secure database that stores

information about certain prescription drugs

dispensed to patients in Wisconsin. Healthcare

professionals can review their patients’ prescription

histories before prescribing or dispensing drugs. Use

of PDMP information can improve patient care and

safety by preventing the abuse and misuse of

prescription drugs while ensuring patients receive the

medical care they need.

Prescription drug abuse is the fastest growing drug

problem in America. The development and use of

PDMPs is an important part of the solution to the

national prescription drug abuse epidemic.

Yes. Wisconsin is one of forty-nine states that either

have an operational program or are in the process of

creating one. All four of our border states have

operational programs.

No. The PDMP monitors certain control led

substances and other drugs identified by the

Pharmacy Examining Board as having a substantial

potential for abuse. Control led substances are drugs

that are regulated by federal and state law because

they are addictive and susceptible to abuse and

misuse. They include certain tranquil izers, stimulants,

and pain rel ievers.

The PDMP should not make it more difficult for you to

receive the medications you need for legitimate

medical use. The PDMP is a tool healthcare

professionals can use to ensure their patients are

given appropriate medical care.

The PDMP collects specific information about the

dispensing practitioner or pharmacy, the prescriber,

the patient, and the drug. Information collected about

the patient includes name, gender, address, and date

of birth.

Yes. The PDMP database is secure, and the

information stored by the PDMP is protected health

information under the HIPAA1 “Privacy Rule” and

confidential under state law. Information is only

disclosed to healthcare professionals and other

authorized individuals who provide evidence that they

are legally authorized to obtain the information.

I f you believe that the information about you is

incorrect, notify the pharmacy or practitioner that

submitted the data to the PDMP and request that he

or she correct the error. Only the dispenser that

submitted the information can correct the error.

Yes. In order to obtain information about yourself from

the PDMP database, you must appear in person at

the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional

Services. You may also authorize a delegate to obtain

PDMP information on your behalf as long as the

delegate appears in person and provides evidence of

your authorization.




