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Comm 62.1405 Exterior walls. (2) This is a department rule in addition to the 
requirements in IBC section 1405.14.1: Polystyrene sheathing may be utilized as the required 
backing material for vinyl siding provided all of the following characteristics and conditions 
are met: 
(a) The sheathing is extruded, rigid and cellular. 
(b) The sheathing is type IV, as specified in ASTM C 578. 
(c) The sheathing has a thickness of at least one inch. 
(d) The sheathing is installed with an on−center stud spacing of 16 inches or less. 
(e) The mean roof height of the building is 40 feet or less. 
(f) The building wall has a wind exposure category of B or C, as established in IBC section 
1609.4; and the building is not sited on the upper half of an isolated hill or escarpment 
meeting conditions 1, 2, and 3 in IBC section 1609.1.1.1. 


