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FIRE PROGRAM LETTER

This program letter supercedes all previous program letters on this subject.

CODE SECTION:  All Commerce Codes citing adopted standards and referenced publications.

QUESTION: Since many Comm  Codes adopt model standards, what is the correct way to specify the adopted standard (and its referenced publications) when documenting orders or citations?  What if the correct reference bridges two or more standards?  What is correct if the municipality has adopted the International Fire Code (IFC) as allowed in ch. Comm 14.004(1)(b)?
ANSWER:  We checked with the Reviser of Statutes and the Wisconsin Attorney General and found that the Wisconsin Blue Book contains the appropriate format.  All formal documentation (reports, citations or orders) must begin with a Comm Code or statutory reference.  When documenting a violation of a Commerce Administrative Code (Wisconsinism) the reference should follow the Comm Code rule number.  When referring to a violation of NFPA 1 or any other model standard adopted under any Comm Code, reference should follow the Wis. Admin. Code ch. Comm rule adoption number, then the adopted model standard,  followed by the appropriate referenced publication chapter and section. It is also permissible to substitute the abbreviation for chapter, “§”, for the “ch.” symbol..

Some examples might help:

· citing a property owner for excessive trash build-up, use Wis. Admin. Code ch. Comm 14.004 NFPA 1:12-1.1.  For fire departments operating under the IFC, the reference would be Wis. Admin. Code ch. Comm 14.004(1)(b) IFC 304.1 unless specified otherwise under local ordinance numbering format. 

· citing a gasoline storage issue under ch. Comm 10, use Wis. Admin. Code ch.Comm 10.27 NFPA 30:4-followed by the appropriate NFPA 30 section number and.

· citing a fire hazard caused by no water in a natural holiday tree base, use Wis. Admin. Code           ch. Comm 14.03(15)(b)(2).  Here the violation does not involve a section of a referenced standard, so only the Comm 14 section is used.  However, citing a fire hazard caused by a holiday tree blocking an exit door use Wis. Admin. Code ch. Comm 14.004 NFPA 1 3-9.3.

· when bridging more than two standards, such as a violation in a display of fireworks in front of a proximate audience, use Wis. Admin. Code ch. Comm 14.004 NFPA 1:16-2 NFPA 1126: followed by the appropriate NFPA 1126 chapter and section.
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[Notes written in the code are not considered part of the code and are not enforceable.]

BY: 

Cathy M. Cliff, Chief



Fire Prevention Section
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