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ORDER OF THE  

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 

CREATING RULES 
 

The Wisconsin Department of Commerce adopts an order to repeal Comm 14.001 (2) (b); 
14.01 (2) (a) 1. (intro.) and a., (5), (7) (b) Note, and (9) (a) and (b); 22.38 (3) (d) and 63.0102 (1) and 
Note and (2) (title); 

 
to renumber Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 1. to 4., 6. and 7., (2) (a) 3., (c), (d) and (f) (title), 1., 3. and 

4., (4) (title), (a) 2. and 3. and (b), (6) and Note [2], (7) to (10), (11) (title), (intro.), (a), (b) (title), 1., 
2., 4., 5. (intro.) and a. to r., 6. (title) and a. and 8. to 10., (c) and (d) and (12) (title), (intro.), (a) 
(title), 1. b. and 2. b., (b) , (c), (d) (title), 1. and 3., (e) and (f) (title), 1. and 2.; 14.03 (intro.), (1) to 
(5) and (8) to (10); 14.10 (2); 14 Appendix section A–14.01 (6); 22.01 (1) Note [2]; 22.38 (3) (e); 
61.60 (2) (a) 4., (b) 3. and (e); 61.61 (2) (a) 4. and (b) 4. and (3) and 63.0102 (2) (b) 1. to 3. and 4. 
(intro.) and 1.; 

 
to renumber and amend Comm 14.001 (2) (a); 14.01 (1) (a) and (c) (intro.), 5. and Note, (2) 

(intro.), (a) 1. b., 2. and Note and 4., (e) and (f) (intro.), 2. and Note, (3) and Note, (4) (a) 1., (6) Note 
[1], (11) (b) 3., 5. (title), r. Note and s., 6. b. and c., 7. and Note, 9. Note and (e), and (12) (a) 1. a. 
and 2. a., (c) 1. Note, (d) 2. and Note and (f) 1. Note and 2. Note; 14.03 (6) and (7); 61.60 (2) (a) 3.; 
and 63.0102 (2) (a) and (b) 4. b.; 

 
to amend Comm 14 subchapter I (title); 14.001 (1) (a) and Note and (b); subchapter II (title) 

and Note; 14.01 (1) (e) and (f); 14.10 (1) Note; 14.13 (4) Note; 14.20; 21.03 (1) (c); 21.25 (8) (e) 2.; 
Table 21.25–H footnote 5;  Table 21.25–J footnote 2; 21.25 (9) (b) 3.; Figure 21.25–G (c); 21.25 (9) 
(c) 4.; 21.26 (8) (a) 3. and Note; 22.10 (17); 22.21 (1) Note; Table 22.31-1 footnote c; Table 22.31-4 
footnote d; 22.31 (2) (a) Note; 22.33 (1) and (2); 22.40 (3) Note; 23.02 (3) (b) Note [2]; 23.08 (4); 
61.60 (2) (c) (intro.) and (d) 1.; 61.61 (2) (a) 3.; 63.0404 Note and 66.0101 (2) (title); 

 
to repeal and recreate Comm 14.01 (1) Note [3], (7) Note and (9) (a) and (b) and 
 
to create Comm 14.01 (1) (a) Note, (c) 2. and 8. Note and (g) and Notes, (2) (a) 4., (b) (intro.) 

and 4. Note, (3) (intro.), (4) Note [2], (6) (title) and (intro.), (9) (b) Note, (11) (a) and (b), and (13) 
(b) 3. Note and 6. and Note; 14.10 (2) and Note and (3) and Note; 14.34; 14.50; 14.53; 14 Appendix 
sections A–14.01 (2) (b) 4., (9) (b) and (13); 22.01 (1) Note [2]; 22.52 (1) Note; 23.08 (4) Note; 
61.60 (2) (a) 3. and 4., (b) 3. and (e); 61.61 (2) (a) 4. and 5. and (b) 4. and (3); 62.0400 (5); 62.1200 
(2) (a) 6.; and 63.0504 (3) – relating to fire prevention; recordkeeping for fires; fire suppression for 
mobile kitchens; structural, ventilating, and vapor-barrier requirements for one- and two-family 
dwellings; and local enforcement, no-smoking signs, carbon monoxide detectors, and energy 
conservation, for commercial buildings; and affecting small businesses. 
 
**************************************************************************** 



 
 
 

Analysis of Rules 
 
 

1.  Statutes Interpreted. 
 

Sections 19.21 (4) (b); 101.02 (15) (j); 101.12 (3); 101.14 (1) (a), (am) and (b) and (2) (c) 1.; 
101.141, and 101.63 (1). 
 
2.  Statutory Authority. 
             

Sections 101.02 (15) (j), 101.14 (1) and (2) (c) 1., 101.63 (1), and 227.11 (2) (a).  
 
3.  Explanation of Agency Authority. 
 

Section 101.02 (15) (j) of the Statutes requires the Department to promulgate rules for the 
construction, repair and maintenance of safe public buildings and places of employment.  

 
Section 101.14 (1) of the Statutes authorizes the Department to make reasonable orders for the 

repair or removal of any buildings or other structures or combustible or explosive materials or 
inflammable conditions which are dangerous to any other building or premises or to occupants or 
which hinder firefighters in case of fire. 

 
Section 101.14 (2) (c) 1. of the Statutes requires the Department to promulgate by rule any 

exceptions where fire prevention inspections can be performed less frequently than once in each non-
overlapping 6-month period per calendar year.   

 
Section 101.63 (1) of the Statutes requires the Department to adopt rules which establish 

standards for the construction and inspection of one- and two-family dwellings. 
 
Section 227.11 (2) (a) of the Statutes authorizes the Department to promulgate rules 

interpreting the provisions of any Statute administered by the Department.  Those Statutes include 
section 101.02 (15) (j), which addresses construction of safe public buildings and places of 
employment; section 101.14 (1) (am), which establishes a fire-suppression-system exemption for 
low-use mobile kitchens; and 101.141, which addresses record keeping for all building-related fires.  
Section 19.21 (4) (b) establishes a minimum time period for cities, villages and towns to retain 
public records.    
 
4.  Related Statute or Rule.  
 
            The Department has various statutory obligations and rules relating to fire prevention and 
building safety – which include the design and construction requirements in chapters Comm 61 to 66 
for public buildings and places of employment, as promulgated under sections 101.02 (15) (j) and 
101.14 (4) of the Statutes; and the fire-prevention and inspection requirements in chapters Comm 10 
and 14 for public buildings and places of employment, as promulgated under sections 101.14 (1) (a) 
and (2) of the Statutes.    
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5.  Summary of Rule. 
 

The rules for chapter Comm 14 in this order primarily update the incorporated National Fire 
Protection Association® NFPA® 1 fire prevention code from the 2006 edition to the 2009 edition, 
with the approval of the Attorney General. 

 
The rules also specify (1) an expanded scope of the chapter so that only buildings, structures, 

or situations which are sovereignly controlled are excluded from the chapter; (2) the information that 
all fire departments must report to the United States Fire Administration for all fires; (3) an 
occupancy period of no more than six months, for seasonal occupancies to be eligible for being 
inspected only once per calendar year; (4) an exception that allows fire departments in non-first-class 
cities to reduce their inspection frequency in low-use buildings, based on the same criteria applied in 
first-class cities; (5) a time period of at least seven years, for cities, villages and towns to retain 
records for fire prevention inspections and fire dues entitlement; (6) the maximum size and usage, 
and minimum record keeping, for a mobile kitchen that is allowed to not have an exhaust hood and 
corresponding automatic fire suppression system; (7) that the requirements in NFPA 1 chapter 53 for 
mechanical refrigeration do not apply; (8) some minor cross-reference and other editorial corrections 
in the requirements for one- and two-family dwellings; (9) submittal of local ordinances where 
municipalities choose to perform plan review or inspection of commercial buildings; (10) criteria for 
no-smoking signs; (11) options for installing carbon monoxide detectors for fuel-burning appliances 
that are located within small enclosed spaces; and (12) some minor cross-reference and other 
editorial corrections in the requirements for energy conservation in public buildings and places of 
employment.     
 
6.  Summary of, and Comparison With, Existing or Proposed Federal Regulations. 
 

The Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-498) authorizes the National 
Fire Data Center in the United States Fire Administration to gather and analyze information on the 
magnitude of the nation’s fire problem, as well as the detailed characteristics and trends of the 
problem.  The Act further authorizes the USFA to develop uniform data reporting methods, and to 
encourage and assist state agencies in developing and reporting data.  In order to carry out the 
intentions of the Act, the National Fire Data Center has established the National Fire Incident 
Reporting System.   
 

An Internet-based search of recent editions of the Federal Register did not reveal any 
currently proposed regulations regarding fire investigation reports, fire inspections for buildings that 
are occupied seasonally, or commercial cooking equipment for mobile kitchens. 
 
7.  Comparison With Rules in Adjacent States.   
 
Illinois 
 

The State of Illinois is applying the 2006 edition of the International Fire Code® (IFC), 
excluding Chapter 4, to public schools.  No references were found relating to adoption of NFPA 1. 

 
An Internet-based search of the terms “fire reports,” “seasonal occupancies,” “fire 

inspections,” “fire records,” “mobile kitchens,” “fire incident reporting,” “fire incidents,” “fire 
reports,” “incident reporting,” and “NFIRS reports” yielded the following results:  The officer 
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making investigations must notify the Office of the State Fire Marshal by the 15th of the month 
following the occurrence of fire.  The notification must include a statement of all facts relating to the 
cause and origin of the fire, and such information as may be called for in a format approved or on 
forms provided by the Office.  Reporting of such information must be based upon the nationally 
recognized standards of the United States Fire Administration’s National Fire Incident Reporting 
System.  The OSFM no longer accepts data via e-mail or data on disks.  Fire departments are trained 
to upload their own data directly to the USFA.  Reporting “No Activity” is also required.  No 
department can receive any state or federal funding without first being a faithful reporter to the 
NFIRS program. 
 

An Internet-based search of the Illinois Administrative Code revealed that Illinois has 
adopted the NFPA 101® Life Safety Code®, which does address commercial cooking devices, but 
does not specify fire-protection exemptions for mobile kitchens of less than a particular square 
footage or of limited use, nor does it specifically address fire inspection of seasonal occupancies.  
 
Iowa 
 

The State of Iowa has adopted the 2000 edition of the IFC.  The only reference found for 
NFPA 1 related to use by local municipalities.  
 

An Internet-based search of the terms “fire reports,” “seasonal occupancies,” “fire 
inspections,” “fire records,” “mobile kitchens,” “fire incident reporting,” “fire incidents,” “fire 
reports,” “incident reporting,” and “NFIRS reports” yielded the following results:  For reports of 
fires and emergency responses, the State Fire Marshal’s Division is to be notified immediately when 
death, serious bodily injury, or property damage in excess of two hundred thousand dollars has 
occurred as a result of a fire or if arson is suspected.  For all other fires causing fifty dollars or more 
in damage or emergency response by the fire service, a report must be filed within ten days 
following the end of the month.  The penalty for non-reporting is a simple misdemeanor.  Based on 
course offerings for Iowa Fire School, Iowa follows NFIRS and encourages use of the corresponding 
Firehouse Software®.  Fires are investigated by city or township officials, and reports are filed with 
the State Fire Marshal within a week unless an extension is granted.  These fire records are on file in 
the Fire marshal’s office, and some data is not considered accessible for public record.   

 
The IFC, as adopted by Iowa, does not specifically address fire inspection of seasonal 

occupancies.  The IFC does address commercial cooking devices, but does not specify fire-
protection exemptions for mobile kitchens of less than a particular square footage or of limited use.  
 
Michigan 
 
 The State of Michigan has adopted the 2006 edition of NFPA 1.  
 

An Internet-based search of the terms “fire reports,” “seasonal occupancies,” “fire 
inspections,” “fire records,” “mobile kitchens,” “fire incident reporting,” “fire incidents,” “fire 
reports,” “incident reporting,” and “NFIRS reports” yielded the following results:  Immediately after 
the occurrence of fire resulting in loss of life or property, the chief must make and file with the State 
Fire Marshal a complete fire incident report of the fire.  The report must be made on and according 
to modules supplied by the State Fire Marshal.  Violation of these requirements is a misdemeanor.  
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Michigan requires local police and fire departments to report incidents such as fires to the Michigan 
Bureau of Fire Services, which maintains these records.   
 

An Internet-based search of the terms “fire inspections,” “seasonal occupancies” and “mobile 
kitchens” yielded no results of Michigan regulations specifically regarding these issues.  An Internet-
based search of the Michigan Administrative Rules revealed that they do not specify fire-protection 
exemptions for mobile kitchens of less than a particular square footage or of limited use, nor do they 
specifically address fire inspection of seasonal occupancies.   
 
Minnesota 
 
 The State of Minnesota has adopted the 2006 edition of the IFC.  No references were found 
relating to adoption of NFPA 1. 
 

An Internet-based search of the terms “fire reports,” “seasonal occupancies,” “fire 
inspections,” “fire records,” “mobile kitchens,” “fire incident reporting,” “fire incidents,” “fire 
reports,” “incident reporting,” and “NFIRS reports” yielded the following results:  Minnesota 
requires local officers to investigate fires and to file a report with the State Fire Marshal within a 
week.  The Fire Marshal maintains these records and compiles statistics based on the data, which is 
available to the public.  However, as of January 1, 2009, Minnesota began providing a statewide 
software program for fire reporting created by ImageTrend Inc.  It is recommended that incidents be 
reported to the State Fire Marshal Division monthly. 
 

An Internet-based search of the terms “fire inspections,” “seasonal occupancies” and “mobile 
kitchens” yielded no results of Minnesota regulations specifically regarding these issues.  The 2006 
edition of the IFC, as adopted by Minnesota, does not specifically address fire inspection of seasonal 
occupancies.  The IFC does address commercial cooking devices, but does not specify fire-
protection exemptions for mobile kitchens of less than a particular square footage or of limited use. 
 
8.  Summary of Factual Data and Analytical Methodologies.   

   
The data and methodology for developing these rules were derived from and consisted of 

comparing the 2006 and 2009 editions of NFPA 1, and incorporating the applicable criteria from 
2007 Wisconsin Acts 75 and 173.   
 
9.  Analysis and Supporting Documents Used to Determine Effect on Small Business or in 
Preparation of an Economic Impact Report. 
 

The primary documents that were used to determine the effect of the rules on small 
businesses were the 2006 and 2009 editions of NFPA 1; 2007 Wisconsin Act 75, which addresses 
record keeping for all building-related fires; and 2007 Wisconsin Act 173, which establishes a fire-
suppression-system exemption for small, low-use mobile kitchens. 
 
10.  Effect on Small Business. 
 

The rules are not expected to impose significant costs or other impacts on small businesses 
because the 2009 edition of NFPA 1, as modified in chapter Comm 14, is not expected to impose 
costs that substantially exceed the costs imposed by the currently adopted 2006 edition; the record-
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keeping requirements for fires and fire-prevention inspections apply only to fire departments and 
municipalities; and the record-keeping requirement for low-use mobile kitchens applies only where 
an exemption is desired from installing an exhaust hood and corresponding automatic fire 
suppression system.  
 
11.  Agency Contact Person.  
 

Joe Hertel, Wisconsin Department of Commerce, Bureau of Program Development, P.O. Box 
2689, Madison, WI, 53701-2689; telephone (608) 266-5649; e-mail joe.hertel@wisconsin.gov.  
 
File reference:  Comm 14/rules, analysis A 

mailto:joe.hertel@wisconsin.gov


SECTION  1.     Comm 14 subchapter I (title) and 14.001 (1) (a) and Note and (b) are amended to 
read: 
 
 Comm 14 Subchapter I (title) – Adoption and Application of NFPA® 1, Uniform Fire 
Code 
 
 Comm 14.001 (1) (a)  Adoption of model fire code.   NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code™ – 
2006 2009, subject to the modifications specified in this chapter, is hereby incorporated by 
reference into this chapter. 
  
 Note:  A copy of NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code, is on file in the offices of the department Department and the 
legislative reference bureau Legislative Reference Bureau.  Copies of NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code, may be purchased 
from the National Fire Protection Association, at 1 Batterymarch Park, Box 9101, Quincy, MA, 02269-9101; and may 
be purchased or accessed free of charge at www.nfpa.org. 
 
 (b)  Application of model fire code.  The use, operation and maintenance of public 
buildings and places of employment shall comply with NFPA 1 as referenced in par. (a), except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter. 
 
 
SECTION  2.     Comm 14.001 (2) (a) is renumbered Comm 14.001 (2) and amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.001 (2)  Where a municipality has by ordinance adopted requirements of the 
International Fire Code® − 2006 2009 and any additional requirements, that, in total, are 
equivalent to NFPA 1 as referenced in sub. (1) and subch. II, the department will not consider that 
ordinance to be in conflict with sub. (1) and subch. II; and property owners or managers, or 
employers, need only comply with that ordinance. 
 
 
SECTION  3.     Comm 14.001 (2) (b) is repealed. 
 
 
SECTION  4.     Comm 14 subchapter II (title) and Note are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14 Subchapter II (title) – Modifications of NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code 
 
 Note:  The sections in this subchapter are generally numbered to correspond to the chapter and section 
numbering of NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code; e.g., s. section Comm 14.01 contains modifications of NFPA 1, chapter 1. 
 
 
SECTION  5.     Comm 14.01 (1) (a) is renumbered Comm 14.01 (1) (a) 1. and amended to read: 
 

Comm 14.01 (1) (a) 1.  Except as provided in pars. (b) to (f), this This chapter applies to 
all public buildings and places of employment that exist on or after [the effective date of this 
paragraph . . . LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU TO INSERT DATE], except as provided 
in pars. (b) to (d). 

 
  



SECTION  6.     Comm 14.01 (1) (a) Note is created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (1) (a) Note:  As established in section Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 1., this chapter does not 
prescribe how to design public buildings.  However, this chapter includes requirements that may apply during the 
construction of a public building, such as the safeguards in NFPA 1 chapter 16 for fire safety during construction.  See 
chapters Comm 61 to 66 for design requirements for public buildings and places of employment. 
 
 
SECTION  7.     Comm 14.01 (1) (c) (intro.) to 7. are renumbered Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 1. and 3. to 
9., and Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 1. and 7. and Note, as renumbered, are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 1.  This chapter does not apply to all any of the following types of 
buildings, structures or situations: specified in subds. 3. to 5. 
 
 7.  A one- or 2-family dwelling used as a foster home, treatment foster home, or group 
home, or as a child caring institution having residential care center for children and youth that has 
a capacity for 8 or fewer children, all as defined in s. 48.02, Stats. 

 
 Note:  The definitions in s. section 48.02, Stats., of the Statutes limit foster homes to no more than 4 
children unless all the children are siblings, limit treatment foster homes to no more than 4 children, and limit group 
homes to no more than 8 children.  Where permitted by the department Department of health Children and family 
Families services, a group home or a child caring institution having residential care center for children and youth that 
has a capacity for 8 or fewer children may be located in a one- and 2-family dwelling as a community living 
arrangement, as defined in s. section 46.03 (22) , Stats., of the Statutes. 
 
 
SECTION  8.     Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 2. is created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 2.  All of the buildings, structures or situations in subds. 3. to 9. are 
neither public buildings nor places of employment under this chapter. 
 
 
SECTION  9.     Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 8. Note is created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (1) (c) 8. Note:  Chapter DCF 250, as administered by the Department of Children and 
Families, defines a “family child care center” as a being “a facility where a person provides care and supervision for 
less than 24 hours a day for at least 4 and not more than 8 children who are not related to the provider.”  Chapter DCF 
250 applies various licensing and other requirements to these centers, including for fire protection and other aspects of 
the physical plant. 
 
 
SECTION  10.     Comm 14.01 (1) (e) and (f) are amended to read 
 
 Comm 14.01 (1) (e) 1.  The requirements in sub. (9) (11) apply to all fire responses, 
rather than only to fire responses for public buildings and places of employment. 
 
 2.  The requirements in sub. (11) (13) (d) 2. apply to fire responses to first alarms for all 
buildings, rather than only for public buildings. 
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 (f)  Except for facilities as that are exempted from this code chapter under par. (c) 1. 3. to 
3. 5. – and notwithstanding regardless of pars. (b), (c) 4. 6. to 7. 9. and (d) – this code chapter 
applies to all facilities and structures which exist on or after March 1, 2008 [the effective date of 
this paragraph . . . LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU TO INSERT DATE], and which 
involve flammable-, combustible- or hazardous-liquid storage, transfer or dispensing. 
 
 
SECTION  11.     Comm 14.01 (1) Note [3] is repealed and recreated to read: 
 
 Note:  See the annotations under section 101.11 of the Statutes for further guidance in determining which 
facilities are or are not places of employment. 
 
 
SECTION  12.      Comm 14.01 (1) (g) and Notes are created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (1) (g) 1.  Except for facilities that are exempted from this chapter under 
par. (c) 3. to 5. – and regardless of pars. (b), (c) 6. to 9. and (d) – the department or its deputies 
may apply this chapter to any building or other structure or premises or public thoroughfare, 
which exists on or after [the effective date of this paragraph . . . LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 
BUREAU TO INSERT DATE], and which has either of the following characteristics: 
 
 a.  It is especially liable to fire and is so situated as to endanger other buildings or 
property. 
 
 b.  It contains combustible or explosive material or inflammable conditions that are 
dangerous to the safety of any building or premises or the occupants thereof, or endangering or 
hindering fire fighters in case of fire. 
 
 2.  The purpose of applying this chapter under this paragraph is to cause correction of any 
of the following: 
 
 a.  A condition liable to cause damaging fire. 
 
 b.  A  violation of any law or order relating to fire hazards or to the prevention of fire. 
 
 Note:  See sections 101.14 (1) (a) to (bm) of the Statutes for the authorization to apply this chapter in this 
manner, and for limitations on entry into the interior of private dwellings.   
 
 Note:  Under section 101.14 (2) (a) of the Statutes, and as referenced in section  Comm 14.01 (13) (a), “The 
chief of the fire department in every city, village or town, except cities of the 1st class, is constituted a deputy of the 
department.”  
 
 Note:  See section 66.0413 of the Statutes for (1) the authority of municipalities to order removal or repair 
of buildings that are dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise unfit for human habitation and (2) extensive criteria 
relating to executing this authority, such as for dilapidated buildings. 
 
 
SECTION  13.     Comm 14.01 (2) (intro.) is renumbered Comm 14.01 (2) (a) (intro.) and 
amended to read: 
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 Comm 14.01 (2) (a)  General.  Substitute the following wording for the requirements in 
NFPA 1 section 1.3.1 sections 1.3.2.4. to 1.3.2.4.3: 
 
 
SECTION  14.     Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 1. (intro.) and a. are repealed. 
 
 
SECTION  15.     Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 1. b. is renumbered Comm 14.01 (1) (a) 2. and amended to 
read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (1) (a) 2.  The This chapter applies to the inspection, testing and 
maintenance of all fire safety features as specified in this chapter, for all public buildings and 
places of employment, that exist on or after March 1, 2008 [the effective date of this paragraph . . . 
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU TO INSERT DATE], except as provided in pars. (b) to 
(d). 
 
 
SECTION  16.     Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 2. to 4. are renumbered Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 1. to 3., and 
Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 1. and Note and 3., as renumbered, are amended to read: 
  
 Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 1.  The design and construction requirements in NFPA 1, Uniform 
Fire Code and in any standard or code adopted therein that apply to public buildings or places of 
employment are not included as part of this chapter, except as specified in subd. 4. 3. a. and 4. 
 
 Note:  Because of this subdivision, this chapter does not prescribe how to design public buildings.  
However, this chapter includes requirements that may apply during the construction of a public building, such as the 
safeguards in NFPA 1 chapter 16 for fire safety during construction.  See chs. chapters Comm 60 61 to 66 for design 
and construction requirements for public buildings and places of employment. 
 
 3. a.  The design and construction requirements in NFPA 1 chapter 18 for fire department 
access and water supply are included as part of this chapter. 
 
 b.  The requirements in NFPA 1 sections 18.2.3 and 18.3 do not apply to buildings 
constructed prior to March 1, 2008 [the effective date of this subdivision . . . LEGISLATIVE 
REFERENCE BUREAU TO INSERT DATE]. 
 
 
SECTION  17.     Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 4. and (b) (intro.) and 4. Note are created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 4.  The design requirements in NFPA 1 sections 50.2.1.1 and 50.4 for 
an exhaust hood and an automatic fire suppression system are included as part of this chapter, for 
mobile kitchens only. 
 
 (b)  Substitute the following wording for the requirements in NFPA 1 section 1.3.3:    
 
 4. Note:  See Appendix for a list of tanks, containers, tank systems and facilities that are not regulated by 
chapter Comm 10. 
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SECTION  18.     Comm 14.01 (5), (7) (b) Note, and (9) (a) and (b) are repealed. 
 
 
SECTION  19.     Comm 14.01 (11) (title), (intro.), (a), (b) (title), 1. to 5. and 6. to 10. and (c) to 
(e) and (12) are renumbered Comm 14.01 (13) (title), (intro.), (a), (b) (title), 1. to 5. and 7. to 11. 
and (c) to (e) and (14). 
 
 
SECTION  20.     Comm 14.01 (2) (c) to (f) and 14.01 (3), (4) and (6) to (10) are renumbered to 
Comm 14.01 (6) (a) and (b), (3) and (5) (intro.) to (d), and 14.01 (4) and (7) to (12).         
 
 
SECTION  21.     Comm 14.01 (3), as renumbered in SECTION 19,  is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (3)  Substitute the following wording for the requirements in NFPA 1 
section 1.4.1:  Nothing in this chapter is intended to prohibit or discourage the design and use of 
new materials or components, or new processes, elements or systems, provided written approval 
from the department or AHJ is obtained first.  
 
  
SECTION  22.     Comm 14.01 (4) and Note, as renumbered in SECTION 19, are amended to 
read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (4)  Substitute the following wording for the requirements in NFPA 1 
section 1.4.3 sections 1.4.2 to 1.4.6:  The department shall consider and may grant a variance to a 
provision of this chapter in accordance with ch. Comm 3.  The petition for variance shall include, 
where applicable, a position statement from the fire department having jurisdiction. 
 

Note:  Chapter Comm 3 requires the submittal of a petition for variance form (SBD-9890) and a fee, and 
that an equivalency is established in the petition for variance which meets the intent of the rule being petitioned. 
Chapter Comm 3 also requires the department Department to process regular petitions within 30 business days and 
priority petitions within 10 business days.  The SBD-9890 form is available in the Appendix or from the Department’s 
Web site at www.commerce.wi.gov, through links to Safety and Buildings Division forms. 

  
 
SECTION  23.     Comm 14.01 (4) Note [2] is created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (4) Note:  See chapter Comm 2 for the fee that must be included when submitting a 
petition for variance. 
 
 
SECTION  24.     Comm 14.01 (5) (intro.) and (b) and Note, as renumbered in SECTION 19, are 
amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (5)  TEMPORARY USE.  These are department rules in addition to the 
requirements in NFPA 1 section 1.4:  A municipal fire or building code official may allow a 
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building or a portion of a building to be used temporarily in a manner that differs from the 
approved use for the building or space, or may approve a temporary building to be used by the 
public, subject to all of the following provisions: 
 
 (b)  Except as provided in subd. 3., buildings Buildings or spaces considered for 
temporary use shall conform to the requirements of this chapter as necessary to ensure the public 
safety, health and general welfare, except as provided in par. (c). 
 

 Note:  The department Department and other state agencies may have additional rules that affect the design, 
construction, inspection, maintenance and use of public buildings, places of employment and premises, including chs. chapters 
Comm 5, Licenses, Certifications, and Registrations Credentials; Comm 7, Explosives and Fireworks; Comm 10, Flammable, 
Combustible and Hazardous Liquids; Comm 16, Electrical; Comm 18, Elevators, Escalators and Lift Devices; Comm 40, Gas 
Systems; Comm 41, Boilers and Pressure Vessels; Comm 43, Anhydrous Ammonia; Comm 45, Mechanical Refrigeration; Comm 
60 61 to 66, Commercial Building Code; Comm 75 to 79, Buildings Constructed Prior to 1914; Comm 81 to 87, Plumbing; Comm 
90, Public Swimming Pools and Water Attractions; and Comm 91, Sanitation.  The department’s Department’s Safety and 
Buildings Division administers all of these listed codes except ch. chapter Comm 5, which is jointly administered with the 
department’s Department’s Environmental and Regulatory Services Division, and ch. chapter Comm 10, which is administered by 
that Division. 

 
 
SECTION  25.     Comm 14.01 (6) (title) and (intro.) are created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (6) (title)  INTERPRETATIONS.  These are department rules in addition to 
the requirements in NFPA 1 section 1.7.3: 
 
 
SECTION  26.     Comm 14.01 (7) (a) 1. and (8) Note [1], as renumbered in SECTION 19, are 
amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (7) (a) 1.  The requirements in the following NFPA 1 sections are not 
included as part of this chapter:  1.7.10.2, 1.7.10.4, 1.9.1, 1.9.2 to 1.9.3, and 1.10. 
 
 (8) Note:  Pursuant to s. section 101.11 (2) (a), Stats. of the Statutes, no employer or owner, or other person 
may hereafter construct or occupy or maintain any place of employment, or public building, that is not safe, nor 
prepare plans which fail to provide for making the same safe.  See the annotations under section 101.11 (3) of the 
Statutes for substantial additional information relating to the duties of owners and employers to provide and maintain 
places of employment and public buildings that are safe.      
 
 
SECTION  27.     Comm 14.01 (9) (b) Note and (11) (a) and (b) are created to read:  
 
 Comm 14.01 (9) (b) Note:  See Appendix for a reprint of section 101.02 (7) (c) of the Statutes, which 
addresses the Department’s response to a petition received under this paragraph; and for the definition of “local 
order,” from section 101.02 (8) of the Statutes.  
 

(11) (a) 1.  For each fire, a record shall be compiled by a fire department serving the 
municipality in which the fire occurred. 
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2.  The record in subd. 1. shall include all applicable information specified in s. 101.141 
(2), Stats., shall be filed with the federal agency specified in s. 101.141 (1), Stats., and shall be 
filed no later than the deadline specified in s. 101.141 (1), Stats. 

 
Note:  Section 101.141 of the Statutes reads as follows:  “Record keeping of fires.  (1)  Each city, village, 

and town fire department shall file a report for each fire that involves a building and that occurs within the boundaries 
of the city, village, or town with the U.S. fire administration for placement in the fire incident reporting system 
maintained by the U.S. fire administration.  The report shall be filed within 60 days after the fire occurs. 

(2)  Each report filed under sub. (1) shall include all of the following information: 
(a)  The age of the building. 
(b)  The purpose for which the building was used at the time of the fire. 
(c)  If the building was used as a home, whether the building was a multifamily dwelling complex, a single-

family dwelling, or a mixed-use building with one or more dwelling units. 
(d)  The number of dwelling units in the building, if the building was a multifamily dwelling complex or a 

mixed-use building. 
(e)  Whether the building had an automatic fire sprinkler system at the time of the fire and, if so, whether the 

system was operational. 
(f)  Whether the building had a fire alarm system at the time of the fire and, if so, whether the system was 

operational. 
(g) The cause of the fire. 
(gg)  An estimate of the amount of damages to the building as a result of the fire. 
(gm)  The number of human deaths due to the fire, if any. 
(gr)  The number of human injuries due to the fire, if any. 
(h)  Any other relevant information concerning the building, as determined by the fire department. 
(3)  The department may review, correct, and update any report filed by a fire department under this 

section.” 
 
(b) 1.  In reporting the age of a building under par. (a), only the age of the portion of the 

building where the fire occurred is required, and this age may be estimated. 
 
Note:  Various software programs for reporting the information under this section may accommodate 

reporting a building’s age only as a note in a narrative. 
 
2.  In reporting the amount of damages to a building under par. (a), either assessed values 

or expected replacement costs may be used, and either an estimated dollar loss or an estimated 
percentage of the building that is damaged may be used. 

 
3.  Prior to correcting or updating any report filed by a fire department under s. 101.141, 

Stats., the department shall obtain the consent of the chief of that fire department. 
 
 
SECTION  28.     Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 3., as renumbered in SECTION 18, is amended to read:  
 
 Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 3.  ‘Scheduling of inspections.’  Except as provided in subds. 4. to 
6., fire Fire prevention inspections shall be conducted at least once in each non-overlapping 6-
month period per calendar year, or more often if ordered by the fire chief, in all territory served by 
the fire department, except as provided in subds. 4. to 7. 
 
 
SECTION  29.      Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 3. Note is created to read: 
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 Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 3. Note:  The Department of Health Services may require additional fire 
inspections for nursing homes. 
 
 
SECTION  30.     Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 5. (title), r. Note and s., as renumbered in SECTION 18, 
are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 5. (title)  ‘Exception General exception for other municipalities.’ 
 
 r. Note:  Fully-sprinklered buildings are protected throughout by an automatic fire sprinkler system as 
specified in NFPA 13 or 13R, as referenced in chs. chapters Comm 60 61 to 66. 
 
 s.  Seasonal or periodic occupancies, provided at least one interior inspection is conducted 
during an occupancy period and provided the occupancy does not extend beyond 6 months in any 
calendar year. 
 
 
SECTION  31.     Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 6. and Note are created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 6.  ‘Discretionary exception for other municipalities.’  a.  For low-
use buildings or places of employment, including those specified in subd. 6. b. to f., in lieu of the 
inspection frequency specified in subd. 3. or 5., the fire chief may base the frequency of the 
inspections on hazard classification, the proportion of public area, the record of fire code 
violations, the ratio of occupancy to size and any other factor the chief deems significant:.  
Property other than residential property with 4 dwelling units or less shall be inspected at least 
once annually. 
 

b.  Seasonal occupancies. 
 
 c.  Temporary-occupancy uses – such as farm structures temporarily used for winter 
storage, horse stables or riding arenas. 
 
 d.  Home-occupation accessory buildings used as businesses. 
 
 e.  Seldom or infrequently occupied buildings. 
 
 f.  Unoccupied buildings.   
 
 Note:  To reduce the potential for difficulties to arise during the audits addressed in section Comm 14.01 
(15) (d), fire chiefs who exercise this discretion should either declare the corresponding buildings and inspection 
frequency in advance, or maintain a corresponding list of buildings to be inspected and their inspection frequency.  
  
 
SECTION  32.     Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 7. b. and c., 8. and Note and 10. Note and (e), as 
renumbered in SECTION 18, are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (13) (b) 7. b.  Any local ordinance adopted under subd. 6. 7. a. shall be 
made available to the department during an audit conducted under sub. (12) (14) (d). 
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 c.  Any special order granted by the Department prior to March 1, 2008 [the effective date 
of this subdivision 6 7. c. . . . LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU TO INSERT DATE], that 
authorized a city, village or town to reduce the number of required inspections shall remain in 
effect until the expiration expire by that date specified in that order. 
 
 8.  ‘Inspection reports.’  Except in first class cities, the The fire chief shall make and keep 
on file reports of fire prevention inspections.  In, except in first class cities the commissioner of 
the building inspection department shall make and keep the reports.  For at least 5 7 years, the 
reports shall be maintained in written form or in another form capable of conversion into written 
form within a reasonable amount of time. 
 
 Note:  The department Department has developed fire inspection report forms that may be used by fire 
departments.  The fire inspection report forms (SBD-10615A and SBD-5295) are available from the Safety and 
Buildings Division through one or more of the following means:  in the Appendix; at P.O. Box 7839, Madison, WI 
53707-7839; or at the Department’s Web site at www.commerce.wi.gov, through links to Safety and Buildings 
Division forms. 
 
 10. Note:  Under s. section 101.14 (2) (a), Stats. of the Statutes, and as referenced in s. section Comm 
14.01 (11) (14) (a), “The chief of the fire department in every city, village or town, except cities of the 1st class, is 
constituted a deputy of the department.” 
 
 (e)  Availability of records.  For at least 5 7 years, the records specified in par. (d) shall be 
maintained in written form or in another form capable of conversion into written form within a 
reasonable amount of time; and shall be made available to the department and to the public, upon 
request to the fire department. 
 
  
SECTION  33.     Comm 14.01 (14) (a) 1. a. and 2. a., (c) 1. Note, (d) 2. and Note and (f) 1. Note 
and 2. Note, as renumbered in SECTION 18, are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.01 (14) (a) 1. a.  In order to be eligible to receive a fire department dues 
payment, a municipality shall be in substantial compliance with the requirements for fire 
protection and fire prevention services specified in ss. 101.14 (2) and 101.575, Stats., and this 
chapter, throughout the entire municipality.  
 
 2. a.  Except as provided in subd. 2. b., the fire Fire protection and fire prevention services 
shall be provided by the fire department, except as provided in subd. 2. b.  A municipality not 
maintaining a fire department shall have the services provided through contract.  A fire department 
may use mutual aid agreements as a means of providing fire protection services. 
 
 (c) 1. Note:  The department Department annually sends form SBD-10318 to the municipality.  This form 
is also available from the Safety and Buildings Division through one or more of the following means:  in the 
Appendix; at P.O. Box 7839, Madison, WI 53707-7839; or at the Department’s Web site at www.commerce.wi.gov, 
through links to Safety and Buildings Division forms. 
 
 (d) 2.  The department shall periodically examine fire department dues entitlement 
records, including the records required in sub. (11) (13) (b) 7. 8. and (d), and in NFPA 1 section 
1.11.2, to verify that the required fire prevention and fire protection services were provided within 
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the territory served by the fire department and, within first class cities, by the building inspection 
department. 
 
 Note:  The information required in the entitlement records is as specified in ss. sections 101.14 (2) and 
101.575, Stats of the Statutes.  Under those sections, the fire incident reports that are addressed in sub. (9) subsection 
(11), and any records of fire prevention inspections beyond public buildings and places of employment, are not fire 
dues entitlement records. 
 
 (f) 1. Note:  The department Department annually sends form SBD-10638 to the fire department.  This 
form is also available from the Safety and Buildings Division through one or more of the following means:  in the 
Appendix; at P.O. Box 7839, Madison, WI 53707-7839; or at the Department’s Web site at www.commerce.wi.gov, 
through links to Safety and Buildings Division forms. 
 
 2. Note:  The department Department annually sends form SBD-10114 to the fire department.  This form is 
also available from the Safety and Buildings Division through one or more of the following means:  in the Appendix; 
at P.O. Box 7839, Madison, WI 53707-7839; or at the Department’s Web site at www.commerce.wi.gov, through 
links to Safety and Buildings Division forms. 
 
 
SECTION  34.     Comm 14.03 (intro.), (1) to (6), (7) and (8) to (10) are renumbered Comm 14.03 
(1) (intro.), (a) to (f), (2) and (g) to (i); and Comm 14.03 (1) (f), as renumbered, is amended to 
read: 
 
 Comm 14.03 (1) (f)  “NFPA 1” means the 2006 2009 edition of NFPA® 1, Uniform Fire 
Code, as adopted and modified in this chapter. 
 
 
SECTION  35.     Comm 14.03 (2), as renumbered in SECTION 33, is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.03 (2)  Substitute the following definition for the definition in NFPA 1 section 
3.3.170.20:  “One- and or 2-family dwelling” has the meaning as defined for dwelling in s. 101.61 
(1), Stats. 
 
 
SECTION  36.     Comm 14.10 (1) Note is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.10 (1) Note:  As established in s. Under section Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 2. 1., the design and 
construction requirements that are included in NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code, either directly, or indirectly through 
cross-references to other standards and codes such as NFPA 101, are not included as part of this chapter, except as 
provided in sections Comm 14.01 (2) (a) 3. a. and 4. 
 
 
SECTION  37.     Comm 14.10 (2) is renumbered Comm 14.10 (4) 
 
 
SECTION  38.     Comm 14.10 (2) and Note and (3) and Note are created to read: 
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 Comm 14.10 (2)  EMERGENCY PLANS.  Substitute the following wording for the 
requirements in NFPA 1 section 10.9.2.3:  Where required by the AHJ, emergency plans shall be 
submitted to the AHJ for review. 
 
 Note:  The Department of Health Services may have additional rules requiring nursing home operators to 
have emergency plans that are reviewed by fire departments or other fire and safety experts. 
 
 (3)  CHRISTMAS TREES.  This is a department informational note to be used under 
NFPA 1 section 10.14: 
 
 Note:  Guidance on use of natural-cut Christmas trees is available at the Department’s Web site at 
www.commerce.wi.gov, through links to the Fire Prevention program in the Safety and Buildings Division. 
 
 
SECTION  39.     Comm 14.11 Note is amended to read: 
 

 Comm 14.11 Note:  See chs. chapters Comm 60 61 to 66 for requirements for other heating appliances. 
 
 
SECTION  40.     Comm 14.13 (4) Note is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.13 (4) Note:  Wisconsin has unique design and construction requirements for these manual 
wet systems, as established in chs. chapters Comm 60 61 to 66. 
 
 
SECTION  41.     Comm 14.20 is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 14.20  Open flame devices and pyrotechnics.  Substitute the following wording 
for the introductory paragraph in NFPA 1 section 20.1.4.3 20.1.5.3:  No open flame devices or 
pyrotechnic devices may be used in any occupancy, unless otherwise permitted by the following: 
 
 
SECTION  42.     Comm 14.34 is created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.34  General storage.  The requirements in NFPA 1 section 34.1.1.2 (1) are not 
included as part of this chapter. 
 
 
SECTION  43.     Comm 14.50 is created to read: 
  
 Comm 14.50  Commercial cooking equipment for mobile kitchens.  This is a 
department exception to the requirements in NFPA 1 sections 50.2.1.1 and 50.4:  Neither an 
exhaust hood nor an automatic fire suppression system is required for a mobile kitchen where all 
of the following conditions are met: 
 

(1)  The kitchen is less than 365 square feet in size. 
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(2)  The kitchen is used on fewer than 12 days in a calendar year, for the purpose of 
cooking. 

 
 (3)  The owner or operator of the kitchen maintains a record demonstrating compliance 
with sub. (2), retains the record with the kitchen, and makes the record available to an inspector 
upon request. 
 
 Note:  A Department form that can be used in complying with the recordkeeping requirements in this 
section is available at the Department’s Web site at www.commerce.wi.gov, through links to Safety and Buildings 
Division forms. 
 
 
SECTION  44.     Comm 14.53 is created to read: 
 
 Comm 14.53  Mechanical refrigeration.  The requirements in NFPA 1 chapter 53 are 
not included as part of this chapter. 
 
 Note:  See chapter Comm 45 for requirements for mechanical refrigeration. 
 
 
SECTION  45.     Comm 14 Appendix section A–14.01 (2) (b) 4. is created to read: 
 

Comm 14 Appendix section A–14.01 (2) (b) 4.  The following tanks, containers, tank 
systems and facilities are not regulated by chapter Comm 10:  
 (a)  Underground storage tanks that have a capacity of less than 60 gallons. 
 (b)  Aboveground storage tanks and intermediate bulk containers that have a capacity of 
less than 110 gallons. 

 (c)  Tanks storing products regulated under ch. ATCP 33 that are located either at 
facilities which are also regulated under ch. ATCP 33 or on farm premises. 
 Note:  Chapter ATCP 33 addresses bulk storage of pesticides and fertilizers.   
 (d)  Aboveground storage tanks storing liquids that are used in processes covered in any 
of the following standards: 

 1.  NFPA 33 Spray Application Using Flammable or Combustible Materials. 
 2.  NFPA 34 Dipping & Coating Processes Using Flammable or Combustible Liquids. 
 3.  NFPA 35 Manufacture of Organic Coatings. 
 4.  NFPA 45 Fire Protection for Laboratories Using Chemicals. 

 (e)  Dedicated breakout tanks that are located at pipeline facilities. 
 (f)  Odorant or other additive injection tanks that are directly connected to a pipeline. 
 (g)  Contractor tanks that are mounted on pickup trucks. 
 (h)  Oil-filled electrical equipment and transformers. 
 (i)  Accumulator tanks. 
 (j)  Process tanks. 
 (k)  Product recovery tanks. 
 (L)  Service tanks. 
 (m)  Marine fueling facilities where fuel is stored and dispensed into the fuel tanks of 
marine craft of 300 gross tons or more. 
 (n)  Aboveground or underground tank systems that store nonflammable and 
noncombustible hazardous liquids in concentrations of less than 1 percent by volume. 
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 Note:  Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) should be consulted for flash point and concentration. 
 (o)  Aboveground tank systems which have a capacity of less than 5,000 gallons and 
which store nonflammable and noncombustible hazardous liquids in concentrations of 1 percent or 
more by volume. 

 Note:  Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) should be consulted for flash point and concentration. 
 (p)  Tank systems that store a hazardous waste which is listed or identified under subtitle 

C of the federal Solid Waste Disposal Act, or a mixture of such hazardous waste and other 
regulated substances that is nonflammable and noncombustible.  
 (q)  Any wastewater treatment tank system that is part of a wastewater treatment facility 
regulated under section 307 (b) or 402 of the federal Clean Water Act. 
 (r)  Underground storage tank systems that contain radioactive material which is regulated 
under the federal Atomic Energy Act of 1954. 

 Note:  The Atomic Energy Act of 1954 is contained in 42 USC 2011 et seq. 
 (s)  Underground storage tank systems that are part of an emergency generator system at 
nuclear power generation facilities regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission under 10 
CFR 50 Appendix A. 
 (t)  Asphalt-plant AC tanks which are used as burner or material-supply tanks in the 
process of making asphalt and which comply with all of the following: 

 1.  Tank configurations are single-wall or double-wall, with or without heating coils.   
 2.  The products stored in the tank are Class II or III liquids ranging from heating oil to 

used oil, to #4 or #5 heavy oils.   
 3.  The asphalt process equipment and the tank are typically located at an isolated 

location, such as a quarry, and are generally relocated from year to year or every couple of years. 
(u) 1.  Facilities located on Indian reservation land that are held either in trust by the 

United States, or in fee by the tribe or a tribal member. 
2.  Facilities which are located on off-reservation Indian land that is held in trust by the 

United States – and which are held either in trust by the United States, or in fee by the tribe or a 
tribal member. 
 
 
SECTION  46.     Comm 14 Appendix section A–14.01 (6) is renumbered Comm 14 Appendix 
section A–14.01 (8). 
 
 
SECTION  47.     Comm 14 Appendix sections A–14.01 (9) (b) and (13) are created to read: 
 
 Comm 14 Appendix section A–14.01 (9) (b)  Section 101.02 (7) (c) of the Statutes reads 
as follows: “Upon receipt of such petition the department shall order a hearing thereon, to consider 
and determine the issues raised by such appeal, such hearing to be held in the village, city or 
municipality where the local order appealed from was made.  Notice of the time and place of such 
hearing shall be given to the petitioner and such other persons as the department may find directly 
interested in such decision, including the clerk of the municipality or town from which such 
appeal comes.  If upon such investigation it shall be found that the local order appealed from is 
unreasonable and in conflict with the order of the department, the department may modify its order 
and shall substitute for the local order appealed from such order as shall be reasonable and legal in 
the premises, and thereafter the said local order shall, in such particulars, be void and of no 
effect.”  
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 Section 101.01 (8) of the Statutes defines “local order” as any ordinance, order, rule or 
determination of any common council, board of alderpersons, board of trustees or the village 
board, of any village or city, a regulation or order of the local board of health, as defined in section 
250.01 (3) of the Statutes, or an order or direction of any official of a municipality, upon any 
matter over which the Department has jurisdiction. 
 
 (13)  The following pages contain the forms the Department has developed for use with 
this chapter, which are primarily intended for use by local fire departments.  More-current versions 
of these forms may be available at the Department’s Web site at www.commerce.wi.gov, through 
links to Safety and Buildings Division forms.    
 
[NOTE TO LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU:  The forms referenced in this section are 
included at the end of this document.] 
 
 
SECTION  48.     Comm 21.03 (1) (c) is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 21.03 (1) (c)  An additional exit may discharge to an outside balcony that 
complies with sub. (10) (8). 
 
 
SECTION  49.     Comm 21.25 (8) (e) 2. is amended to read: 

 
Comm 21.25 (8) (e) 2.  ‘Exception.’  Spacing between braced wall lines may be increased 

to 50 feet; however, the percentage of wall bracing on the braced wall lines perpendicular to the 
spacing, must be increased by multiplying the values in Table 21.25−G 21.25–H by a factor equal 
to the braced wall line spacing divided by 35 feet, and the length to width ratio for the floor/roof 
diaphragm as measured between braced wall lines does not exceed 3:1. 
 
 
SECTION  50.     Comm Table 21.25–H footnote 5 is amended to read: 
 
 Comm Table 21.25–H footnote 5  For continuous sheathing method with wood structural panels, 
percent requirement may be decreased 10% when openings on the wall line do not exceed 85% of wall height and 
may be decreased 20% when openings do not exceed 67% of wall height.  See Table 21.25−J 21.25–K. 
 
 
SECTION  51.     Comm 21.25 (9) (b) 3. is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 21.25 (9) (b) 3.  ‘Supporting floor and roof only.’  In the first story of two-story 
buildings, each braced wall panel shall be in accordance with subd. 1 2., except that the wood 
structural panel sheathing edge nailing spacing shall not exceed four inches on center. 
 
 
SECTION  52.     Comm Table 21.25–J footnote 2 is amended to read: 
 

14 

http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title$xhitlist_d=%7bstats%7d$xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'250.01(3)'%5d$xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-99931
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title$xhitlist_d=%7bstats%7d$xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'250.01(3)'%5d$xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-99931


 Comm Table 21.25–J footnote 2  A For a garage supporting a roof only, a 4:1 aspect ratio is 
permitted for full-height sheathed wall segments on either side of the garage openings.  
 
 
SECTION  53.     Comm Figure 21.25–G (c) is amended to read: 
 

FIGURE 21.25−G 
TYPICAL EXTERIOR CORNER FRAMING FOR CONTINUOUS STRUCTURAL 

PANEL SHEATHING SHOWING REQUIRED STUD−TO−STUD NAILING 
(Partial Figure) 

 
(c)  Garage door corner 

See sub. (9) (c) 6. 5. 
 
 
SECTION  54.     Comm 21.25 (9) (c) 4. is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 21.25 (9) (c) 4.  ‘Braced wall percentage.’  In addition to bracing percentage 
adjustments specified elsewhere in this code, the braced wall percentages for method methods 
under sub. (8) (b) 4. from Table 21.25-G 21.25-H shall be permitted to be multiplied by a factor in 
accordance with Table 21.25-K. 
 
 
SECTION  55.     Comm 21.26 (8) (a) 3. and Note are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 21.26 (8) (a) 3.  Flashing that will be exposed to ultraviolet light shall consist of 
materials that which are durable and permanently UV-resistant, such as sheet metal or heavy-
gauge PVC. 
 
 Note:  Materials including house wrap, asphalt-impregnated building paper, plastic sheeting, peel-and-stick 
rubberized sheet material, and light-gauge PVC are not acceptable as meeting this requirement. 
 
 
SECTION  56.     Comm 22.01 (1) Note [2] is renumbered Comm 22.01 (3) Note. 
 
 
SECTION  57.     Comm 22.01 (1) Note [2] is created to read: 
 
 Comm 22.01 (1) Note:  Although the actual source of heat delivered by a heat pump is renewable, a 
dwelling using a heat pump is not exempt from the requirements of this chapter due to the required input of electricity 
to run the pump and compressor. 
 
 
SECTION  58.     Comm 22.10 (17) is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 22.10 (17) “Sun room” means a one-story structure attached to a dwelling with a 
glazing area in excess of 40% of the gross area of the structure’s exterior walls and roof and with 
any screened areas capable of being covered or replaced with glazing during the heating season. 
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SECTION  59.     Comm 22.21 (1) Note is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 22.21 (1) Note:  If the insulation is on a below-grade wall, s. Comm 22.08 (3) 22.38 (4) may 
prohibit the use of vapor retarder material used as the covering.  
 
 
SECTION  60.     Comm 22.31 (2) (a) Note is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 22.31 (2) (a) Note:  REScheck and REM/Rate are is an acceptable software programs for 
determining compliance with this section. 
 
 
SECTION  61.     Comm Table 22.31-1 footnote c and Table 22.31-4 footnote d are amended to 
read: 
 
 Comm Table 22.31-1 footnote c  The first R-value applies under the entire slab, regardless of depth 
below grade.  The second R-value applies to the slab edge where the bottom of the slab is less than 12 inches below 
adjacent grade.  Slab edge insulation shall extend downward from the top of the slab for a minimum of 48 inches or 
downward to at least the bottom of the slab and then horizontally to the interior or exterior for a minimum total 
distance of 48 inches.  Also, see s. Comm 21.16 for protection against frost for slabs with supports less than 4 feet 
below grade. 
 
 Table 22.31-4 footnote d  The R-value applies to any the slab perimeter insulation, where the bottom of 
which the slab is less than 12 inches below adjacent grade.  Slab edge insulation shall extend downward from the top 
of the slab for a minimum of 48 inches or downward to at least the bottom of the slab and then horizontally to the 
interior or exterior for a minimum total distance of 48 inches.  Also, see s. Comm 21.16 for protection against frost for 
slabs with supports less than 4 feet below grade.  
 
 
SECTION  62.     Comm 22.33 (1) and (2) are amended to read: 
 

Comm 22.33 (1)  HEATED OR UNHEATED SLABS.  Any heated or unheated slab floor, 
the bottom of which is less than 12 inches below adjacent grade, shall be insulated provided with 
perimeter insulation in accordance with Table 22.31−1 or Table 22.31−4. 
 
 (2)  HEATED SLABS.  In addition to meeting the requirement under sub. (1), if 
applicable, heated slabs slab floors of any depth below grade shall meet the under-slab R-value 
requirement in accordance with Table 22.31−1 or Table 22.31−4. 
 
 
SECTION  63.     Comm 22.38 (3) (d) is repealed. 
 
 
SECTION  64.     Comm 22.38 (3) (e) is renumbered Comm 22.38 (3) (d). 
 
 
SECTION  65.     Comm 22.40 (3) Note is amended to read: 
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 Comm 22.40 (3) Note:  Residential heat balance, residential load factor, Canadian F280 and ACCA 
Manual Manuals J and S are among the methods recognized as equipment–sizing protocols under chapter 29. 
 
  
SECTION  66.     Comm 22.52 (1) Note is created to read: 
  

Comm 22.52 (1) Note:  REM/Rate is an acceptable software program for determining compliance with 
this section. 
 
 
SECTION  67.     Comm 23.02 (3) (b) Note [2] is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 23.02 (3) (b) Note [2]:  See s. Comm 22.14 22.39 (5) for additional requirements 
on mechanical ventilation.  
 
 
SECTION  68.     Comm 23.08 (4) is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 23.08 (4)  UNDERGROUND DUCTS.  Ducts, plenums and fittings constructed of 
metal encased in concrete or ceramic, or other approved materials, may be installed in the ground. 
Supply Encasement of underground supply air ducts shall be insulated with a moistureproof 
material having a resistance value of at least R-5. 
 
 
SECTION  69.     Comm 23.08 (4) Note is created to read: 
 
 Comm 23.08 (4) Note:  See s. Comm 22.42 for insulation requirements for underground ducts. 
 
 
SECTION  70.     Comm 61.60 (2) (a) 3. and 4. and (b) 3. are renumbered Comm 61.60 (2) (a) 5. 
and 6. and (b) 4., and Comm 61.60 (2) (a) 5., as renumbered, is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 61.60 (2) (a) 5.  Forward to the department any information requested by the 
department relative to the qualifications and ability to perform examination of plans and 
inspection of buildings. 
 
 
SECTION  71.     Comm 61.60 (2) (a) 3. and 4. and (b) 3. are created to read: 
 
 Comm 61.60 (2) (a) 3.  Adopt this code in its entirety by ordinance. 
 
 4.  Forward to the department a copy of the ordinance adopting this code and any 
subsequent revisions to that ordinance. 
 
 (b) 3.  Forward to the department any revisions to the ordinance adopting  this code. 
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SECTION  72.     Comm 61.60 (2) (c) (intro.) and (d) 1. are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 61.60 (2) (c)  Second class cities intending to perform the expanded plan 
examination and inspection specified in sub. (5) (b) shall comply with pars. (a) 1. to 4. 6. and (b) 
3. and 4., sub. (7) (b), and all of the following: 
 
 (d) 1.  To assume the building inspection responsibility but not the plan examination 
responsibility for the buildings and structures specified in sub. (5) (c), a municipality or county 
shall comply with pars. (a) 1. to 4. 6. and (b) 3. and 4., except the plan examination requirements 
do not apply, and the department may delegate the inspection authority in a written manner other 
than a certification. 
 
 
SECTION  73.     Comm 61.60 (2) (e) is renumbered Comm 61.60 (2) (f). 
 
 
SECTION  74.     Comm 61.60 (2) (e) is created to read: 
 
 Comm 61.60 (2) (e)  The department shall review and make a determination on a 
notification received under par. (a) 1. within 20 business days of that receipt. 
 
 
SECTION  75.     Comm 61.61 (2) (a) 3. is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 61.61 (2) (a) 3.  Include in the request a description of the qualifications and ability 
the applicant has for assuming the desired responsibilities. 
 
 
SECTION  76.     Comm 61.61 (2) (a) 4. and (b) 4. are renumbered Comm 61.61 (2) (a) 6. and (b) 
5. 
 
 
SECTION  77.     Comm 61.61 (2) (a) 4. and 5. and (b) 4. are created to read: 
 
 Comm 61.61 (2) (a) 4.  Adopt this code in its entirety by ordinance. 
 
 5.  Forward to the department a copy of the ordinance adopting this code and any 
subsequent revisions to that ordinance. 
 
 (b) 4.  Forward to the department any revisions to the ordinance adopting this code. 
 
 
SECTION  78.     Comm 61.61 (3) is renumbered Comm 61.61 (4). 
 
 
SECTION  79.     Comm 61.61 (3) is created to read: 
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 Comm 61.61 (3)  DETERMINATION.  The department shall review and make a 
determination on a request received under sub. (2) (a) 1. within 20 business days of that receipt. 
 
 
SECTION  80.     Comm 62.0400 (5) is created to read: 
 
 Comm 62.0400 (5)  NO-SMOKING SIGNS.  No-smoking signs shall include the 
international “No Smoking” symbol consisting of a pictorial burning cigarette enclosed in a red 
circle with a red bar across the cigarette. 
 
 
SECTION  81.     Comm 62.1200 (2) (a) 6. is created to read: 

 
 Comm 62.1200 (2) (a) 6.  a.  For the purposes of s. 101.149 (2) (a) 4., Stats., “room” 
means an enclosed area affording space for any other human activity besides just servicing 
mechanical equipment, including fuel-burning appliances. 
 
 b.  For the purposes of s. 101.149 (2) (a) 4., Stats., where a fuel-burning appliance is 
located within a closet or other enclosure affording space only for the appliance and any other 
mechanical equipment, a carbon monoxide alarm or detector shall be installed either within or 
outside of the enclosure.  Installation may be within the enclosure only if specifically permitted by 
the manufacturer of the alarm or detector.  Installation outside of the enclosure shall be within 75 
feet of the appliance in a space adjacent to the enclosure and on the same floor as the appliance. 
 
SECTION  82.     Comm 63.0102 (1) and Note and (2) (title) are repealed. 
 
 
SECTION  83.     Comm 63.0102 (2) (a) and (b) are renumbered Comm 63.0102 (1) and (2), and 
Comm 63.0102 (1) and (2) (d) 2., as renumbered, are amended to read: 
 
 Comm 63.0102 (1)  Except as specified in par. (b) sub. (2), when available, information 
on thermal properties, performance of building envelope sections, and components and heat 
transfer shall be obtained from ASHRAE Handbook of Fundamentals. 
 
 (2) (d) 2.  Laboratory or field-test measurements specified in subd. 1 par. (a). 
 
 
SECTION  84.     Comm 63.0404 Note is amended to read: 
 
 Comm 63.0404 Note:  The federal Department of Energy has developed REScheckTM, a computer 
program that may be used in demonstrating compliance for a residential building which has no more than 3 stories 
above grade and has 3 or more dwelling units.  The REScheck program may be downloaded at 
http://www.energycodes.gov/.  When using the program, the applicable code must be defined as the “2006 IECC.”  
The use of the “Wisconsin” option will apply requirements associated with a 1 or 2 family dwelling, which are more 
restrictive than those associated with low-rise multifamily buildings.  
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SECTION  85.     Comm 63.0504 (3) is created to read: 
 
 Comm 63.0504 (3)  POOL COVERS.  The requirements in IECC section 504.7.3 are not 
included as part of this chapter. 
 
 
[NOTE TO LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU:  The forms on the following pages are for 
inclusion in the chapter Comm 14 Appendix.] 
 
 

(END) 
****************************************************************************** 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
Pursuant to s. 227.22 (2) (intro.), Stats., these rules shall become effective on the first day of the 
month commencing after publication in the Wisconsin administrative register. 

****************************************************************************** 
File reference:  Comm 14/rules 2008 A 



 



    FIRE DEPARTMENT 
    FIRE PREVENTION INSPECTION 

Correction Order 
 
 

Section 101.14, Stats., designates every fire chief a deputy of the Wisconsin Department of Commerce and requires the fire chief or fire inspector to 

conduct inspections for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to be corrected any condition liable to cause fire, or any violation of any law or 

ordinance relating to fire hazards or to the prevention of fires. 
 

Occupancy Name _______________________________________________________ 
 

Address _________________________________________   City _____________________________ Zip __________ 
 

Owner’s Name _________________________________________ 
 

Address _________________________________________   City _____________________________ Zip __________ 

 

Item Code Ref. # Code Requirement/Correction 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law, s.15.04(1)(m)]. 

 

Date Inspected ___________________              Date of Order if different from Inspection Date __________________ 

Compliance date (Mo/Day/Yr)          ______________________________ 

Appeal.  An appeal to any of the orders must be submitted in writing within 10 days of the date of the order to: 

 

 

Violations Explained to _______________________________________________ 
 

Inspector’s Name (Print) ___________________________________ Inspector’s Signature _____________________ 
 

Telephone Number _______________________________________                                                  SBD-5295 (R.3/99) 

FIRE DEPT. COPY 



 
Mail To: 

FIRE PREVENTION PROGRAM 
PO BOX 7839 

MADISON WI  53707-7839 

FIRE PREVENTION 

PROGRAM

SUPPLIES FORM

If you have questions please contact us via FAX (608) 283-7412 or e-mail at:  fireforms@commerce.state.wi.us 
 
The following documents are made available to Fire Departments as tools to assist in providing fire protection and fire prevention 
services under ss.101.14, 101.575, Stats.  There is no charge to Fire Departments for REASONABLE quantities of the supplies 
listed.  We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
 

Many forms and codes can be found on-line at http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-HomePage.html 
 

FORM # TITLE (unit of measure) QUANTITY  CHAPTER # CODE NAME # EACH 

       

SBD-2113 Inspection Envelopes (each) _______ea  Comm 5 Credentials   

SBD-5295 
Inspection Correction Order Pads (50 forms/ 
pad) 

______pad 
 

Comm 7 Explosive and Fireworks  

SBD-6396 Fire Inspector ID Card Sheet (6 cards/sheet) ____sheet  Comm 10 Flammable & Combustible Liquids   

SBD-7257 Bolt or Bar Adhesive Signs (25/pkg) ______pkg  Comm 14 Fire Prevention   

SBD-8221 Fire Door Adhesive Signs (25/pkg) ______pkg  Comm 16 Electrical   

SBD-9144 
Interfering With Fire Fighting And False Alarm 
Warning Adhesive Signs (25/pkg) 

______pkg 
 

Comm 20-25 Uniform Dwelling   

SBD-10615a Fire Inspection Report (50/pkg) ______pkg  Comm 26 Manufactured Home Communities  

SBD-10780P Smoke Detector Brochure (25/pkg) ______pkg  Comm 28 Smoke Detectors   

SBD-10870 Fire Prevention Pocket Guide to Codes _______ea  Comm 30 Fire Department Safety and Health   

SBD-10882 Carbon Monoxide Brochure _______ea  Comm 40 Gas Systems   

    Comm 45 Mechanical Refrigeration   

    Comm 60-66 Wisconsin Commercial Bldg Code   

    Comm 75-79 Existing Buildings   

       
 

 
 
 
Please complete ALL of the fields below so they are LEGIBLE:  This will be the shipping label. 
 

Order Date: 

First & Last Name:  Daytime Phone Number: 

Or E-mail address 
Fire Department Name:  FAX Number: 

Mailing or Shipping Address:  Number of Fire Inspectors: 

City & Zip Code: 

                                                           WI  FDID Number: 

 

SBD-8009 (R. 3/09) Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law, s.15.04 (l) (m)]. 



 

Application for Review, Petition for Variance SBD-9890X 
SBD-9890X (R. 02/08) (Check our website at http://www.commerce.state,wi.us/SB/SB-

DivForms.html for the most current version of this form) 
-Complete all pages- 

Safety & Buildings Division Use his page for fax appointments  (fax  877-840-9172) 
Bureau of Integrated Services       
 Indicate date plans will be in S&B office _________________ 
NOTE:  Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law s. 15.04(1)(m), Stats.]  

1. Facility Information 

Facility (Building) Name: _________________________________________ 

Number and Street________________________________Zip:____________

Commerce Site Number (if known):_________________________________ 

Legal Description:  _____________________________________________ 

County of:  ___________________________________________________ 

(  ) City   (  ) Village  (  ) Town of: __________________________________ 

 

Complete for confirmed appointments*: 
Transaction ID: ___________________________________

Previous Related Trans. ID: _________________________________

Assigned Reviewer: ___________________________________

Assigned Office: ___________________________________

Review Start Date*: ___________________________________

*Submittal must be received in the office of the appointment no 
later than 2 working days before the confirmed appointment. 

2. Owner Information                    Customer # 3. Designer Information                     Customer # 
Name Designer 

Company Name Design Firm 

Number and Street Number and Street 

City, State, Zip Code City, State, Zip Code 

Contact Person Contact Person 

Telephone Number                                Fax Number 
 

Telephone Number                                 Fax Number 

4. Plan Review Status                                                                      Plan previously review by (please enclose a copy of review letter) 

__  Plan submitted with petition                                                           __ State  __ Municipality  __ Approved  __ Held  __  Denied   

__  Plan will be submitted after petition determination                         Code Being Petitioned   ___Commercial Building  __ HVAC  __ Plumbing            

__  Requesting revision   __  Other: ____________________           __ Private Sewage System__  Swimming Pool  __ Electrical    __ Flammable Liquids

Commerce Transaction Number _____________________               __ Amusement Rides __ Uniform Dwelling Code  __ Boilers  __ Elevators 

                                                                                                           __ Gas Systems__ Refrigeration  __ Rental Weatherization  __ Other:____________   

5.  State the code section being petitioned AND the specific condition or issue you are requesting be covered under this petition for variance. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Reason why compliance with the code cannot be attained without the variance (Attach additional sheets, if neccessary) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  State your proposed means and rationale of providing equivalent degree of health, safety, or welfare as addressed by the code section petitioned. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  List attachments to be considered as part of the petitioner's statements (i.e., model code sections, test reports, research articles, expert 
opinion, previously approved variances, pictures, plans, sketches, etc.).   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

. VERIFICATION BY OWNER - PETITION IS VALID ONLY IF NOTARIZED WITH AFFIXED SEAL AND ACCOMPANIED BY REVIEW FEE  
Note:  Petitioner must be the owner of the building or system or credential applicant for a Comm 5 petition.  Tenants, agents, designers, contractors, 

attorneys, etc., shall not sign petition unless Power of Attorney is submitted with the Petition for Variance Application. 
 
 ____________________________________ , being duly sworn, I state as petitioner that I have read the foregoing petition and I believe 
Petitioner's Name (type or print)                           it is true and that I have significant ownership rights to the subject building or project. 
Petitioner’s Signature 
 
 

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me this date 

Notary Public My commission expires 
on 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO DEPT. OF COMMERCE 
Complete other side for variance from Comm 20-25 and Comm 61-65 TOTAL AMOUNT  DUE $_________  

Attach check here. 
 

Owner's Name Project Location Plan Number 

http://www.commerce.state,wi.us/SB/SB-DivForms.html
http://www.commerce.state,wi.us/SB/SB-DivForms.html


 
                                                                                                                                                                     
Page 2 of  ______ 

Fire Department Position Statement 
To be completed for fire or life-safety related variances requested from Comm 61-65, Comm 10, Comm 16, and other fire 

related requirements. 
 
I have read the application for variance and recommend: (check appropriate box) 
 Approval             Conditional Approval              Denial             No Comment 
 
Explanation for recommendation including any conflicts with local rules and regulations and suggested conditions:      

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fire Department Name and Address 
 

 

Name of Fire Chief or Designee (type or print) Telephone Number 
 

Signature of Fire Chief or Designee Date Signed 
 

 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING INSPECTION RECOMMENDATION 

To be completed for variances requested from Comm 20-23.  Also to be used for Comm 16 electrical petitions, if Comm 
61-65 plan review is by municipality or orders are written on the building under construction; optional in other cases. 

                                                                     Please submit a copy of the orders 
 
I have read the application for variance and recommend: (check appropriate box) 
 Approval             Conditional Approval              Denial             No Comment 

 
Explanation for recommendation including any conflicts with local rules and regulations and suggested conditions:      

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Municipality Exercising Jurisdiction  
 

Name and Address of Municipal Official (type or print) 
 

Telephone Number of Enforcement 
Official 
 

Signature of Municipal Enforcement Official Date Signed 
 

SBD-9890X (R. 12/01/2008) 
 
 
 

 Safety and Buildings Division 
Bureau of Integrated Services 

 



 
PETITION FOR VARIANCE 

INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS Comm 3 
 
In instances where exact compliance with a particular code requirement cannot be met or alternative designs 
are desired, the Division has a petition for variance program where it reviews and considers acceptance of 
alternatives which are not in strict conformance with the letter of the code, but which meet the intent of the 
code.  A variance is not a waiver from a code requirement.  The petitioner must provide an equivalency 
which meets the intent of the code section petitioned to obtain a variance.  Documentation of the rationale for 
the equivalency is requested below.  Failure to provide adequate information may delay your petition.  Pictures, 
sketches, and plans may be submitted to support equivalency.  If the proposed equivalency does not 
adequately safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of building occupants, frequenters, firefighters, etc., the 
variance request will be denied.  NOTE:  A SEPARATE PETITION IS REQUIRED FOR EACH BUILDING AND 
EACH CODE ISSUE PETITIONED (i.e., 57.13 window issue cannot be processed on the same petition as 
51.16 stair issue).  It should be noted that a petition for variance does not take the place of any required 
plan review submittal. 
 
The Division is unable to process petitions for variance that are not properly completed.  Before submitting the 
application, the following items should be checked for completeness in order to avoid delays: 
 
 Petitioner's name (typed or printed) 

 Petitioner's signature 

 The Petition for Variance Application must be signed by the owner of the building or system unless a Power 
of Attorney is submitted. 

 Notary Public signature with affixed seal 

 Analysis to establish equivalency, including any pictures, illustrations or sketches of the existing and 
proposed conditions to clearly convey your proposal to the reviewer. 

 Proper fee 

 Any required position statements by fire chief or municipal official 
 
 
 A position statement from the chief of the local fire department is required for fire or life-safety 
issues.  No fire department position statement is required for nonfire safety topics such as sanitary, 
plumbing or POWTS systems and energy conservation.  Submit a municipal building inspection 
department position for Comm 16 electrical petitions, if Comm 61-65 plan review is by municipality or 
orders are written on the building under construction; optional in other cases. (Please submit a copy 
of the orders.) For rules relating to one- and two-family dwellings, only a position statement from the 
local enforcing municipality is required.  Position statements must be completed and signed by the 
appropriate fire chief or municipal enforcement official.  See the back of SBD-9890-X, Petition for 
Variance Application form for these position statement forms.  Signatures or seals on all documents 
must be originals.  Photocopies are not acceptable. 
 
 



Contact numbers and fees for the Division's review of the petition for variance are as follows: 
Chapter  (circle appropriate category) Revenue  Review Office Contact Number Fee Revision 
   Code    Fee 

Comm 16, Electrical.............. ..................................................... 7631……….Madison, Waukesha………(608) 266-3064            .........$300 ............. $100 

Comm 18, Elevators ............. ..................................................... 8260....................Waukesha ................ (262) 521-5444             ........$300 ............. $100 

Comm, 20-25 Uniform Dwelling Code ........................................ 7655....................Madison.................... (608) 267-5113             ........$175 ............... $50 

Comm 34, Amusement Rides ..................................................... 8266....................Madison.................... (608) 267-4434             ........$300 ............. $100 

Comm 40, Gas Systems ....... ..................................................... 8258....................Waukesha ................ (262) 548-8617             ........$300…………$100 

Comm, 41 Boilers and Pressure Vessels ................................... 8258....................Waukesha ................ (262) 548-8617             ........$300 ............. $100 

Comm 43, Anhydrous Ammonia ................................................. 8258....................Waukesha ................ (262) 548-8617             ........$300…………$100 

Comm 45, Mechanical Refrigeration........................................... 8258....................Waukesha ................ (262) 548-8617             ........$300…………$100 

Comm  60-66, Commercial Building Code ................................. 7648....................All Offices See Office Numbers Below            ........$550 ............. $100 

     (For Fire System Petition for Variances – Contact the Green Bay or Waukesha offices)                                                                      

Comm 67, Rental Unit Energy Efficiency Code ......................... 7646....................Madison.................... (608) 267-2240             ........$175 ............... $50 

Comm 81-85, General Plumbing ................................................ 7657....................All Office See Office Numbers Below              ........$300 ............... $75 

Comm 90, Swimming Pools..………………………………………7650 ....................Madison.................... (608) 267-5265             ........$300…………. $75          

Comm 83 POWTS………….. ..................................................... 7657....................All Offices See Office Numbers Below            ........$300 ............... $75 

 All Other Chapters ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………         $300……..…..$100 

Revisions are accepted only for 1 year after action on original petition. 

 
Priority Review: The Department will schedule Petitions for Variance at the earliest available date, or the date 
requested at time of scheduling, which ever is later.  Therefore, Priority Reviews are not generally available.  In special 
circumstances, the Section Chief of the reviewing office may permit review prior to the scheduled date upon request by the 
submitter.  If earlier review is permitted by the Section Chief, the Petition review fees will be doubled. 
 
Except for special cases, the Division will review and make a determination on a petition for variance within 30 business 
days of the scheduled beginning date, provided all calculations, documents, and fees required for the review have been 
received. 
 
Appointment and Scheduling Information 
It is strongly recommended that an appointment be made in advance. For your convenience we have installed a 24 hour, toll 
free number dedicated to receiving faxed plan review appointment requests.  The dedicated fax number is 877-840-9172.  Be 
sure to indicate whether you want the next available review statewide or prefer a choice of an office.  The petition review will be 
scheduled with the same office where the plan was/will be reviewed. You will receive a Schedule Letter back with an Appointment Date, 
Transaction ID No. and Assigned Reviewer.  You may also email the request to PlanSchedule@commerce.state.wi.us.   At the time of 
making an appointment, you may request review for a specific office of desired (beginning) date for review.  Plans must be received in 
the office of the appointment no later than 2 working days before the confirmed appointment.  Non-scheduled submittals or submittals 
received without a confirmed appointment date and transaction number on the form may be assigned to offices other than the receiving 
office depending on reviewer availability. Certain petitions may be limited to certain offices depending on the petition 
issues, see above table for appropriate office. 
 
Madison S&BD 
201 W  Washington Ave 
                     53703 
PO Box 7162 
Madison  WI  53707-7162 
 
608-266-3151 
Fax: (for sending 
questions or additional 
info to reviewers)      
608-267-9566 
TTY:  Contact Through 
Relay 
Email: PlanSchedule@ 
commerce.state.wi.us 

Hayward S&BD 
10541N Ranch Rd 
Hayward  WI 54843 
 
715-634-4870 
Fax: (for sending 
questions to 
additional info to 
reviewers)            
715-634-5150 
Email: 
PlanSchedule@ 
commerce.state.wi.us 

LaCrosse S&BD. 
3824 Creekside La  
Holmen WI  54636 
 
608-785-9334 
Fax: (for sending 
questions or 
additional info to 
reviewers)             
608-785-9330 
Email: 
PlanSchedule@ 
commerce.state.wi.us 

Shawano S&BD 
1340 E Green Bay  
Shawano  WI  54166 
 
715-524-3626 
Fax: (for sending 
questions or 
additional info to 
reviewers)            
608-283-7444 
Email: 
PlanSchedule@ 
commerce.state.wi.us 

Green Bay S&BD 
2331 San Luis Place 
Green Bay, W I 54304 
 
920-492-5601 
FAX: (for sending 
questions or additional 
info to reviewers)    
920-492-5604 
Email: PlanSchedule@ 
commerce.state.wi.us 

Waukesha S&BD 
141 NW Barstow St 
4th Floor 
Waukesha  WI 53188-
3789 
 
262-548-8600 
Fax: (for sending 
questions or 
additional info to 
reviewers)            
262-548-8614 
Email: PlanSchedule@ 
commerce.state.wi.us 

 



 

  

SAFETY AND BUILDINGS 
Fire Prevention Program 

P. O. Box 7839 
Madison, Wisconsin 53701-7839 

TTY:  Contact Through Relay 

Jim Doyle, Governor 
Richard J. Leinenkugel, Secretary 

FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL UPDATE FORM 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please Type or Clearly Print Information  Date: November 11, 2010 

Name of Fire Department:        FDID: ____________ 
 
Street Address of Main Station:        
 
Mailing Address:        
 
City:         , WI     County:     
 
Name of Designated Fire Chief:        
 
Date (Month/Year) Fire Chief Originally Elected or Appointed:        
 
Fire Chief Phone:  (FD Non-Emergency)           Best Time to Call:        
 
Alternate Phone:         Fire Chief E-mail:         
 
Name of Lead Fire Inspector:        
 
Lead Fire Inspector Phone:             Best Time to Call:      
 
Lead Fire Inspector E-mail:       
 
Name of Public Fire Education Officer:      
 
Public Fire Education Officer Phone:        Best Time to Call:       
 
Public Fire Education Officer E-mail:      
 
FAX Number for Fire Department Business:        
 
Current Fire Department Pay Status:    *    Roster: 

Update to: 1  (   )  Career     Number of Current Members:      
   2  (   )  Combination    Number of Firefighters:           
  3  (   )  Volunteer     Number of Fire Inspectors:      
*See Fire Department Pay Status Key on the back of this page.  Correct here as necessary by checking the appropriate status. 

FIRE PREVENTION INSPECTIONS: 
 

Who Conducts Fire Prevention Inspections? 
(     ) Fire Department Members          (     ) Others (Contracted):    
How many total inspections did you perform in your territory last year?:  ______________  (For example, if you inspected a building and 
had to re-inspect it 3 more times; that would be 4 inspections.)  (This information is only used for our planning/estimating the inspection 
forms that we send to you.)  

SBD-10114 (R.9/09) *****(Form Continues on Other Side)*****

 



 

MUNICIPALITIES: 
 

Our records indicate that the following municipality(s) is (are) located within the territory served by the . ()  Please review this list and 
make corrections as appropriate.  An Update Section has been provided for those cases where there are additions or corrections to be 
made. 
 
Muni Code Name County  Effective Date*** 
 
_______________       
 

*** Please note that for many Fire Departments, the Effective Date (of start of service to a municipality) is currently listed as 1/1/1997.  
We realize that date is incorrect for most, if not all, Fire Departments.  Prior to January of 1997, the Department of Commerce did not 
keep records of the effective dates of service.  However, as of January 1, 1997, the Department began using a customized database to 
track all pertinent information concerning Wisconsin fire departments, the municipalities that they serve and also the status of Fire Dues 
compliance.  January 1, 1997 was arbitrarily designated as the "Effective Date" when we initialized our database.  We are now updating 
our records as we receive the actual Effective Date, so please make any necessary corrections to the date(s) listed above (if known). 

UPDATE SECTION 
Please provide updated information about municipality(s) in the Fire Department's territory.  Designate whether Town, Village, or City of:  
(example; Municipality Town of Adams  County: Adams).  Please remember to provide the date that the fire department began providing 
services to a specific municipality.  If you no longer provide services to one or more of the municipalities listed above, please indicate the 
date of termination of service. 

1. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

      Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________  End Date of Services: _____________________ 

2. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

      Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________  End Date of Services: _____________________  

3. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

      Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________  End Date of Services: _____________________ 

4. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

      Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________  End Date of Services: _____________________ 

5. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

      Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________  End Date of Services: _____________________ 

 *PAY STATUS KEY 
1 – Career 5 – Federal/State/Military 
2 – Combination 6 – Private 
3 – Volunteer 9 – Inactive (dissolved or reorganized with another fire department) 
4 – Affiliate  



                Muni ID:                        
                   FDID:                          

 
Safety and Buildings Division 

Fire Prevention Program 
P. O. Box 7839 

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7839 
 

TTY:  Contact Through Relay 
Jim Doyle, Governor 

Richard J. Leinenkugel, Secretary 

 

February 16, 2009 

 
Self-Certification Form to Receive Fire Department Dues 

 
Under s. 101.575, Stats., Wisconsin cities, villages and towns maintaining a fire department, or 
contracting for fire safety services which substantially comply with certain statutes are entitled to a 
proportionate share of monies collected through the state Fire Department Dues program, under s. 
101.573 and 601.93, Stats.   
 
For the Wisconsin Department of Commerce to make a determination of substantial compliance for 
calendar year 2008, the following self-certification form must be completed, signed, and returned to the 
department by April 1, 2009, as established in s. 101.575(4)2., Stats., and as established in s. Comm 
14.48(3)(a)-(c) Wis. Admin. Code.   
 
Some municipalities are served by only one fire department, while others receive fire safety services from 
more than one fire department.  Therefore, a municipality may receive multiple copies of these forms due 
to the multiple fire departments involved. 
 
This self-certification is divided into two sections of questions to document the situation in each 
municipality and to allow the fire chief to specifically certify for the services. Section A addresses fire 
protection services and Section B addresses fire prevention services. All three pages of this form must be 
returned, including this first page!  Please make copies for your records. 
 
An explanation of this form is attached to help in providing the correct information for your particular 
circumstance.  A Fire Prevention Coordinator districts map is included in this packet so that the S&B 
coordinator may be contacted if there are questions about the Fire Department Dues Program or this 
form. 
 

This form is for fire safety services that the                                                       (                    ) 
provided in calendar year 2008 for the:                                                  (                      ) 

 
 If services were for both fire protection and fire prevention, then complete 

Sections A and B of the form and check this box:   
OR 

 If services were for fire protection only, then complete Section A on page two 
of the form and check this box:   

OR 
 If services were for fire prevention only, then complete  Section B on page 

three of the form and check this box:   
 
Both  the clerk and the chief of the fire department providing fire safety services to the city, village or 
town must sign and date the appropriate signature line(s) of this self-certification form.   If the name of 
the person signing is different than the name provided from our records (as preprinted in the signature 
sections of pages two and three of this form), print the full name of the person signing this year's form in 
the shaded space provided.  A return envelope is provided for your use.  If it is not in your 
envelope, please send the form(s) to the address in the letterhead above. 

– OVER – 
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                                                                                                                   Muni ID:                        
                                                                                                                FDID:                          

 
Section A:  Fire Protection Services 

 
Under Section COMM 14.48 (3) (c)  cities, villages and towns must certify whether or not they are providing fire 
protection services by indicating they are in substantial compliance1 with the following requirements. (Place an X 
below in the boxes by the correct answers.  Choose only one answer for each question.) 
 
Section A-1: 

 The fire department is organized to provide continuous fire protection in that city, village or town.  
 - Required by s.101.575 (3) (a) 1., Stats. 

 The fire department has a designated fire chief.  - Required by: s.101.575 (3) (a) 1., Stats. 
 Singly, or in combination with another fire department under a mutual aid agreement, the fire department 

must ensure the response of at least 4 firefighters, none of whom is the chief, to a first alarm for a building.   
- Required by s. 101.575 (3) (a) 2., Stats. 

 The fire department must provide a firefighter safety and health training program as prescribed by Chapter 
Comm 14.  - Required by s. 101.575 (3) (a) 3., Stats. 

 The fire department has facilities capable, without delay, of receiving an alarm and dispatching firefighters 
and apparatus.  - Required by s. 101.575 (3) (a) 4., Stats. 

 If the fire department is a volunteer fire department, it must hold a meeting at least once each month, or a 
paid or partly-paid fire department must ensure sufficient personnel ready for service at all times.   

       - Required by: s. 101.575 (3) (b), Stats. 
 

Was the subject municipality in substantial compliance with the regulations in Section A-1?   Yes              No 
 

Section A-2: 
The city, village or town must ensure that for the calendar year of 2008, the fire department dues money was only 
used for one or more of the following: 

 The purchase of fire protection equipment.   
 Fire inspection and public education. 
 Training of firefighters and fire inspectors performing public fire education and fire inspection. 
 To fund wholly or partially firefighters’ pension funds or other special funds for the benefit of disabled or 

superannuated firefighters.  - Required by: s. 101.575 (6)(a), Stats. 
 

Was the subject municipality in substantial compliance with the regulations in Section A-2?   Yes              No 
 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that answers indicated for Section A of this self-certification form are true.  I am signing this document in my 

capacity as the clerk for                                                                            Municipal ID Code                                          

County:                                         Work phone number:   (        )                               

Clerk name*:                                                                        Alternate phone number:   (        )                                

Email address:                                                                       

* Note: If the clerk name listed above is not the name of the person signing below, then please print the full name of the person signing, 
provide the work phone number, check the appropriate status box and fill in the effective date. 
 

Name:___________________________________   Work phone number:___________________   Email: ____________________________ 
  Acting (temporary) clerk        Appointed or elected clerk     Effective date: _________________ 

Clerk signature:                                                                                                                     Date: 

 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the answers indicated for Section A of this self-certification form are true.  I am signing this document in 
my capacity as the fire chief for:                                                                                             FDID:                Pay status:                        

Chief name*:                                                      FD Phone:  (      )                      Alternate Phone:  (      )                      

Email address:                                                           

* Note: If the fire chief name listed above is not the name of the person signing below, then please print the full name of the person signing, 
the work phone number, check the appropriate status box and fill in the effective date. 
 

Name:___________________________________   Work phone number:___________________   Email: ____________________________ 
  Acting (temporary) chief       Appointed or elected chief     Effective date: ______________  
 

Fire chief signature:                                                                                                               Date 

 

                                                Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law, s.15.04 (1)(m), Stats.] 
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                                                                                                                   Muni ID:                        

                                                                                                                FDID:                          
 

Section B:  Fire Prevention Services 
 

Under Section COMM 14.48 (3) (c) the fire chief of every city, village and town must certify whether or not 
they are in substantial compliance1 with the following requirements. (Place an X below in the box by the 
correct answer.  Choose only one answer for each question.) 
 

 The chief of the fire department provides for the inspection of every public building and place 
of employment at least once in each non-overlapping 6-month period, or in accordance with 
the exceptions established in s. Comm 14.47 (2) (d) 2.a.-r., Wis. Admin. Code, or in 
accordance with a special order issued by the Department of Commerce, in all territory 
served by the fire department.  - Required by s. 101.14 (2) (c) 1., Stats. 

 Written or electronic reports of fire inspections are made and kept on file by the local 
authority having jurisdiction to conduct inspections, or its designee, in the manner and form 
required by the department.  - Required by s. 101,14 (2) (e), Stats.   

 The fire department provides public fire education services.  - Required by s. 101.14 (2) (cm), 
Stats. 

 
Was the subject fire department in substantial compliance1 with the regulations in Section B? Yes               No 

 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the answer indicated for Section B of the self-certification form is true.  I am signing this document in my 
capacity as the  fire chief for:                                                                                             FDID:                Pay status:                        

Chief name*:                                                                  FD Phone:  (      )                     Alternate Phone:  (      )                      

Email address:                                                                   

* Note: If the fire chief name listed above is not the name of the person signing below, then please print the full name of the person signing, 
the work phone number, check the appropriate status box and fill in the effective date. 
 

Name:___________________________________   Work phone number:___________________   Email: ____________________________ 
  Acting (temporary) chief       Appointed or elected chief     Effective date: ______________  
 

Fire chief signature:                                                                                                              Date:  

 
   Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law, s.15.04 (1)(m), Stats.] 

 
 
 

1Substantial Compliance, as defined in Section Comm 14.02 (10) and for the purposes of s. 101.575 (4) 
(a) 1. and 2., Stats., means an ample amount of the required activity was performed through a concerted 
effort aimed at total compliance.  A determination of substantial compliance is obtained through a 
common-sense approach to evaluating whether enough effort was made to comply with the applicable 
statute or code requirements.  Substantial compliance is not a specific number or percent of compliance.  
A determination of substantial compliance in any one year or regulatory standard does not mean that the 
same amount of compliance or effort in the following year or in another area of the code automatically 
equals substantial compliance. 
 
 
 

The clerk and fire chief should each make a copy of all three pages of this self-certification form for their 
records.  Questions about this form may be directed to S&B Fire Prevention Coordinators; see map of 
coordinators’ districts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SBD 10318 (R. 01/09) 
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Code Change Proposal 
 

          

Division of 
Safety and 
Buildings 

Wisconsin 
Department of 

Commerce 

 
 
 
 
Code section number     
 
Topic       
 

A. Proposed change    

       

       

       

       
 
B. Justification:  (Use reverse side, or attach a separate page.) 
 
 1. Describe the problem this proposed change would address. 
  Include information to substantiate that a problem exists. 
 
 2. What is the extent of the problem? 
  How often does it occur and who does it affect? 
 
 3. What will happen if this change is not made? 
 

4. What costs, in terms of time and money, are associated with implementing this 
change? 

 
Name       
 
Address      
 
 
 
 
 
Send proposals to Program Development Bureau  PO Box 2689  Madison  WI  53701-2689, or 
email them to norma.sampson@wi.gov.  For more information, call 608-267-7907. 
 
Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes.  Privacy Law, s.15.04 (1) (m). 
 
The Department of Commerce does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the provision of services or in employment.  If you 
need this printed material interpreted or in a different form, or if you need assistance in using this service, please contact us.  TDD 
608-264-8777. 

SBD-10503 (R6/09)  Page 1 of 2 
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1. Describe the problem this proposed change would address.  Include information to 
substantiate that a problem exists. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. What is the extent of the problem?  How often does it occur?  Who does it affect?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. What will happen if this change is not made? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. What costs, in terms of time and money, are associated with implementing this change? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



  

FIRE INSPECTION REPORT FORM 

__________________________________________ 
LOCATION (Legal Address)

 __________________ 
  HEIGHT

__________________________________ 
CONSTRUCTION

__________________________________________ 
NAME OF BUSINESS

________________________________________      ________________ 
MAILING CITY                                                   ZIP CODE

_________________________ 
DATE OF INSPECTION  

___________________________    * Violations requiring corrective actions are circled below.  
COMPLIANCE DATE   

 
* §101.14 of the Wisconsin Statutes constitutes every Fire Chief a deputy of the Wisconsin Department of Commerce, and requires the chief or appointed inspectors to make 
inspections periodically for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to be corrected any conditions liable to cause fire, or any violation of any law or local ordinance relating 
to fire hazards or prevention of fires per Comm. 14. 
 
Ch  1 Administration [Also See Comm 14.01] 
14.01(2)(f)  Temporary Use                                                     
1.7.6 Authority – Right of Entry to Inspect                             
Ch  10 General Fire Safety  
10.1 Fundamental Requirements                                        
10.2 Owner/Occupant Responsibilities  

[Also See Comm 14.01(6)]                                           
10.3 Occupancy                                                                   
10.4 Maintenance, Inspection, & Testing                             
10.5 Building Evacuation                                                      
10.6 Fire Drills                                                                      
10.7 Reporting of Fires & Other Emergencies                     
10.8 Tampering with Fire Safety Equipment                        
10.10 Smoking                                                                       
10.11   Open Fires, Incinerators, & Commercial Fireplaces    
10.12  Fire Protection Markings                                            
10.13  Vacant Buildings and Premises                                  
10.14  Combustible Vegetation                                              
10.16   Outside Storage [Also See Comm 14.10(2)]               
10.19  Combustible Materials                                                
Ch  11 Building Services  
11.1 Electrical Fire Safety                                                    
11.2 Heating, Ventilation, & Air-Conditioning                       
11.3 Elevators, Escalators, & Conveyors                             
11.5 Heating Appliances [Also See Comm 14.11]               
11.6 Rubbish Chutes, Incinerators, & Laundry Chutes        
11.8 Smoke Control                                                             
11.9 Emergency Command Center                                      
Ch  12 Features of Fire Protection  
12.1 General                                                                        
12.2 Construction                                                                 
12.3 Fire-Resistant Assemblies                                           
12.4 Fire Doors and Windows                                             
12.5 Interior Finish                                                               
12.6 Furnishings, Contents, Decorations, & Treated Finishes  
12.7 Fire Barriers                                                                 
12.8 Smoke Partitions                                                          
12.9 Smoke Barriers                                                            
Ch  13 Fire Protection Systems  
13.1 General                                                                      
13.2 Standpipe Systems                                                    
13.3 Automatic Sprinklers [Also See Comm 14.13(1)-(2)]   
13.6 Portable Extinguishers                                                 
13.7 Detection, Alarm, & Communications Systems  

[Also See Comm 14.13(3)]                                           
13.8    Other Fire Protection systems                                        
Ch  14 Means of Egress  
14.4 Means of Egress Reliability                                          
14.5 Doors                                                                            
14.12  Illumination of Means of Egress                                  
14.13  Emergency Lighting                                                    
14.14  Marking of Means of Egress                                       
Ch  15 Planned Building Groups                                         
 

Ch  16 Safeguards During Building Construction, Alteration, & 
Demolition Operations  

16.1 General Requirements                                                 
16.4 Safeguarding Construction & Alteration Operations  

[Also See Comm 14.16]                                               
Ch  17 Wildland Urban Interface                                          
Ch  18 Fire Department Access & Water Supply  

[Also See Comm 14.01(2)4.a.-b.] 
18.1 General                                                                          
18.2 Fire Department Access                                                
Ch  19 Combustible Waste & Refuse  
19.1 General                                                                          
19.2 Combustible Waste & Refuse                                        
Ch  20 Occupancy Fire Safety  
Ch  Scope: Furnishings; Contents; Decorations; Treated Finishes; 
Scenery; Foam; Exhibit & Display Materials; Hot Plates; Cooking 
Operations; Exposition Facilities & Trade Shows; Crowd Managers; 
Multi-Level Play Structures; High-Rise Buildings; Bulk Storage; 
Pesticides & Herbicides                                                           
14.20 Open Flame Devices & Pyrotechnics All Occupancies  
Ch  21 Airports & Heliports                                                   
Ch  22 Automobile Wrecking Yards                                     
Ch  23 Cleanrooms                                                                
Ch  24 Drycleaning                                                                 
Ch  25 Grandstands & Bleachers, Folding & Telescopic Seating, 

Tents, & Membrane Structures  
25.1 General                                                                          
25.2 Tents                                                                              
Ch  26 Laboratories Using Chemicals                                 
Ch  27 Manufactured Home & Recreational Vehicle Sites  
           [Not Included - See Comm 14.27 & Comm 26]  
Ch  28 Marinas, Boatyards, Marine Terminals, & Piers      
Ch  29 Parking Garages 
29.1 General                                                                           
Ch  30 Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities & Repair Garages 
30.1 General                                                              
30.2 Repair Garages 
30.3 Operational Requirements                                             
Ch  31 Forest Products                                                          
Ch  32 Motion Picture & Television Production Studio 

Soundstages & Approved Production Facilities   
Ch  33 Outside Storage of Tires                                           
Ch  34 General Storage 
34.1 General                                                                         
34.4 Storage Arrangement                                                    
34.5 General Fire Protection                                                 
34.6 Building Equipment, Maintenance, & Operations         
34.10  Storage of Idle Pallets                                                   
Ch  40 Dust Explosion Prevention                                       
Ch  41 Hot Work Operations  
41.1 General                                                                         
41.2 Responsibility for Hot Work                                           
41.3 Fire Prevention Precautions                                          
 

Ch  42 Refueling  
42.1 General                                                                        
Ch  43 Spraying, Dipping, & Coating Using Flammable or 

Combustible Materials  
[Also See Comm 14.01(1)(f) & Comm 10] 

43.1 Application                                                                      
43.5     Miscellaneous Spray Operations                                   
Ch  44 Solvent Extraction                                                       
Ch  45 Combustible Fibers 
45.1 General                                                                           
45.3 No Smoking                                                                    
45.6 Baled Storage                                                                 
45.7 Storage of Hay, Straw, & Other Similar Agricultural Products        
Ch  50 Commercial Cooking Equipment 
50.1 Application                                                                      
50.2 General Requirements                                                   
50.4 Fire-Extinguishing Equipment                                        
50.5 Procedures for the Use & Maintenance of Equipment     
50.6 Minimum Safety Requirements for Cooking Equipment     
Ch  51 Industrial Ovens & Furnaces                                      
Ch  52 Stationary Lead–Acid Battery Systems                     
Ch  53 Mechanical Refrigeration                                            
Ch  60 Hazardous Materials                                                    
Ch  61 Aerosol Products                                                         
Ch  63 Compressed Gases and Cryogenic Fluids                
63.1 General Provisions                                                           
63.3 Compressed Gases                                                          
Ch  64 Corrosive Solids & Liquids                                         
Ch  65 Explosives, Fireworks, & Model Rocketry  

[Also See Comm 14.65]  
65.1 General                                                                             
65.2 Display Fireworks                                                             
65.3   Pyrotechnics Beforea Proximate Audience                      
65.11  Sale, Handling, & Storage of Consumer Fireworks         
Ch  66 Flammable & Combustible Liquids  

[Also See Comm 14.01(1)(f) & Comm 10] 
66.4 Container & Portable Tank Storage                                  
66.5 Operations                                                                        
Ch  67 Flammable Solids                                                         
Ch  68 Highly Toxic and Toxic Solids & Liquids                   
Ch  69 Liquefied Petroleum Gases & Liquefied Natural Gases       
69.1 General Provisions                                                           
69.2 LP-Gas Equipment & Appliances                                     
69.3 Installation of LP-Gas Systems                                        
69.5 Storage of Cylinders Awaiting Use,  

Resale, or Exchange                                                        
69.8 Liquefied Natural Gas [LNG]                                            
Ch  70 Oxidizers & Organic Peroxides                                  
Ch  71 Pyrophoric Solids & Liquids                                       
Ch  72 Unstable [Reactive] Solids & Liquids                         
Ch  73 Water-Reactive Solids & Liquids                                
* Other Violations – See Remarks Below                              
 

REMARKS - A COPY OF THIS NOTICE WILL BE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE FIRE INSPECTOR FOR FURTHER ACTION 
Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law, s. 15.04 (1)(m)]. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 OWNER/AGENT/MANAGER REPRESENTATIVE                                                                  INSPECTING OFFICER/FIRE DEPARTMENT 

SBD-10615a (R. 3/08) 
WHITE – Inspector, BLUE – Owner, YELLOW – Fire Department 



  
 

SAFETY AND BUILDINGS 
Fire Prevention Program 

P. O. Box 7839 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7839 

TTY:  Contact Through Relay 
Jim Doyle, Governor 

Richard J. Leinenkugel, Secretary 
   

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
REGISTRATION FORM

 
Please Type or Clearly Print Information 

Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law, s. 15.04 (1)(m)]. 
 
Date: __________________________ 
 
Name of Fire Department: ___________________________________________ 
 
Street Address of Main Station: ___________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________, WI   _______________ County : _______________________ 
 
Name of Designated Fire Chief: _____________________________________________ 
 
Date (Month/Year) Fire Chief Originally Elected or Appointed: _______________________________ 
 
Fire Chief Phone: (FD Non-Emergency)  : (__ __ __) __ __ __-__ __ __ __ Best Time to Call: __________________ 
 
Alternate Phone: ____________________  Fire Chief E-mail: ______________________________________ 
 
Name of Lead Fire Inspector: _________________________________- 
 
Lead Fire Inspector Phone: ___________________________         Best Time to Call: __________________ 
 
Lead Fire Inspector E-mail: ___________________________________________ 
 
Name of Public Fire Education Officer: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Public Fire Education Officer Phone: (__ __ __) __ __ __-__ __ __ __      Best Time to Call: __________________ 
 
Public Fire Education Officer E-mail: ___________________________________________ 
 
FAX Number for Fire Department Business: (__ __ __) __ __ __-__ __ __ __ 
 
Fire Department Pay Status*: Roster: 

1 (    )  Career Number of Current Members: _____________ 

2 (    )  Combination Number of Firefighters: ________ 

3 (    )  Volunteer Number of Fire Inspectors: __________ 

*See Definitions on Back of Form 

Municipalities: 

List each municipality that is located within the territory served by this fire department.  Designate whether Town, Village, or City of:  
(example; Municipality Town of Adams  County: Adams).  Place an X behind the type of services provided. 

1. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

 Fire Protection: _____   Fire Prevention: _____    Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________ 
 

SBD-10638 (R. 9/09)     (OVER) 
 



 

 

 

2. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

 Fire Protection: _____   Fire Prevention: _____    Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________ 

3. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

 Fire Protection: _____   Fire Prevention: _____    Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________ 

4. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

 Fire Protection: _____   Fire Prevention: _____    Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________ 

5. Municipality________________________________________________ County: __________________________ 

 Fire Protection: _____   Fire Prevention: _____    Effective Date for Services Provided: _____________________ 

Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes (Privacy Law, s. 15.04 (1) (m), Stats.). 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT PAY STATUS DEFINITIONS: 
 

There are three classifications of fire departments in the United States: Career, Combination, and Volunteer.  The terminology is not 
consistent by definition across the country.  For administrative purposes, the Wisconsin Department of Commerce uses three 
classifications of fire departments based upon the pay status of the members.  The following definitions are used in Wisconsin: 
 

1 Career:  Fire departments which have 100% of their members in full or part-time paid positions are classified as Career or 
Paid Fire Departments.  The career fire department does not rely upon paid-on-call or volunteer firefighters to complement 
staffing (exception being mutual aid assistance).  Examples of Career Fire Departments are:  Milwaukee, Madison, Green 
Bay and Eau Claire. 

 
2 Combination:  Fire departments which have full-time, paid-on-call or volunteer members are classified as Combination or 

Part-Paid Fire Departments.  The combination fire department may have one or more full-time staff, but rely upon paid-on-
call or volunteer firefighters to complement the fire department.  The full-time staff may be chief officers, fire inspectors, 
dispatchers or single engine company.  Examples of Combination Fire Departments are:  Menomonee Falls, Fitchburg, 
Plover and Rice Lake. 
 

3 Volunteer:  Fire departments which have predominantly volunteer members are classified as Volunteer Fire Departments.  
The classification Volunteer Fire Department may be misleading since the classification does not mean that the firefighters 
may not be compensated.  For classification purposes, a volunteer fire department does not have any member of the fire 
department that is paid for 36 hours or more of work a week.  Volunteer fire departments may compensate their members 
for fire calls, training, clothing allowance or to be on-call.  The fire chief or fire inspector may be paid a yearly salary or 
stipend for their services.  Insurance and workman's compensation organizations may have different definitions.  Examples 
of Volunteer Fire Departments are:  Washburn, Augusta-Bridge Creek, Verona and New Glarus. 

 
For further pay status definitions, please see our website:  http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-FirePrevention-FireDepartments.html 
 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REGISTRATION 
 
A fire department that provides fire protection and fire prevention services to a municipality is required to register with the 
Department.  In the fire dues process, fire department means a municipal fire department, public safety department, or public or 
private organization, such as a fire association, fire district, fire company or fire corporation, organized or created for the purpose of 
extinguishing fires and preventing fire hazards. 
 
By statute, for the prevention of fire hazards, the chief of the fire department is constituted a Deputy of the Department of Commerce.  
Registration is required to issue the Deputy ID card to the fire chief, and to ensure that the fire department receives their fire dues 
funding from the municipalities served by the fire department. 
 
Questions about this form?  Call your district Fire Prevention Coordinator 

http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-FirePrevention-FireDepartments.html


Code Clarification Request 
 

          

Division of 
Safety and 
Buildings 

Wisconsin 
Department of 

Commerce 

 
 
 
 
Code section number     
 
Topic       
 

A. Clarification requested    

       

       

       

       
 
B. Justification:  (Use reverse side, or attach a separate page.) 
 
 1. Describe the problem this proposed clarification would address. 
  Include information to substantiate that a problem exists. 
 
 2. What is the extent of the problem? 
  How often does it occur and who does it affect? 
 
 3. What will happen if this clarification is not issued? 
 

4. What costs, in terms of time and money, are associated with implementing this 
clarification? 

 
Name       
 
Address      
 
 
 
 
 
Send requests to Program Development Bureau  PO Box 2689  Madison  WI  53701-2689, or 
email them to norma.sampson@wi.gov.  For more information, call 608-267-7907. 
 
Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes.  Privacy Law, s.15.04 (1) (m). 
 
The Department of Commerce does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the provision of services or in employment.  If you 
need this printed material interpreted or in a different form, or if you need assistance in using this service, please contact us.  TDD 
608-264-8777. 

SBD-10890 (N.9/09)  Page 1 of 2 
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1. Describe the problem this clarification would address.  Include information to 
substantiate that a problem exists. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. What is the extent of the problem?  How often does it occur?  Who does it affect?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. What will happen if this clarification is not issued? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. What costs, in terms of time and money, are associated with implementing this 
clarification? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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