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WhatWhat’’s in s in Part II of IIIPart II of III??

•• Part II of III continues with a Part II of III continues with a 
refresher on the current refresher on the current 
Wisconsinisms to part of the Wisconsinisms to part of the 
WCBC [Ch. Comm 62] that covers WCBC [Ch. Comm 62] that covers 
the IBC, beginning with Chapter 9 the IBC, beginning with Chapter 9 
of the IBCof the IBC
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Comm 62.0901 Fire Protection Comm 62.0901 Fire Protection 
SystemsSystems

•• Comm 62.0901 Fire protection systems.Comm 62.0901 Fire protection systems.
•• (1) MODIFICATIONS [IBC section 901.3](1) MODIFICATIONS [IBC section 901.3]
•• (2) FIRE HOSE THREADS [IBC section (2) FIRE HOSE THREADS [IBC section 

901.4]901.4]
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Comm 62.0901 (1) Comm 62.0901 (1) 
MODIFICATIONSMODIFICATIONS

•• Substitute the following informational note for Substitute the following informational note for 
the requirements in IBC section 901.3.the requirements in IBC section 901.3.
Note: Chapter Comm 14 has requirements Note: Chapter Comm 14 has requirements 
relating to shutting down or impairing fire relating to shutting down or impairing fire 
sprinkler systems. Chapter Comm 61 has sprinkler systems. Chapter Comm 61 has 
requirements relating to availability of requirements relating to availability of 
sprinkler documents and to submittal and sprinkler documents and to submittal and 
approval of plans prior to altering, modifying,approval of plans prior to altering, modifying,
or removing sprinkler systems.or removing sprinkler systems.
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Comm 62.0901 (2) FIRE HOSE Comm 62.0901 (2) FIRE HOSE 
THREADSTHREADS

•• These are department informational notes to be used These are department informational notes to be used 
under IBC section 901.4:under IBC section 901.4:
Note: Section 213.15, Stats., regulates fire hose threads Note: Section 213.15, Stats., regulates fire hose threads 
and fittings and reads as follows: and fittings and reads as follows: ““All fire hose fittings, All fire hose fittings, 
apparatus fittings, 1.5 and 2.5 inches in diameter apparatus fittings, 1.5 and 2.5 inches in diameter 
purchased or procured by a fire department or fire purchased or procured by a fire department or fire 
company shall be of the national standard hose thread company shall be of the national standard hose thread 
as adopted by the national fire protection association. as adopted by the national fire protection association. 
No fire department shall utilize hose and equipment not No fire department shall utilize hose and equipment not 
in conformance with the requirement that all threads in conformance with the requirement that all threads 
shall be national standard hose thread as adopted by shall be national standard hose thread as adopted by 
the national fire protection association. Any person the national fire protection association. Any person 
offering for sale nonstandard hose couplings, fittings or offering for sale nonstandard hose couplings, fittings or 
apparatus fittings may be fined not less than $100 nor apparatus fittings may be fined not less than $100 nor 
more than $500.more than $500.””
Note: NFPA 1963 contains the specifications for national Note: NFPA 1963 contains the specifications for national 
standard hose thread.standard hose thread.
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Comm 62.0902 DefinitionComm 62.0902 Definition
•• Substitute the following definition and informational note for tSubstitute the following definition and informational note for the he 

corresponding definition listed in IBC section 902.1: corresponding definition listed in IBC section 902.1: ““Automatic Automatic 
sprinkler systemsprinkler system”” or or ““Automatic fire sprinkler systemAutomatic fire sprinkler system”” has the has the 
meaning given in s. 145.01 (2), Stats.meaning given in s. 145.01 (2), Stats.
Note: Section 145.01 (2), Stats., reads as follows: Note: Section 145.01 (2), Stats., reads as follows: ““ ‘‘Automatic fire Automatic fire 
sprinkler system,sprinkler system,’’ for fire protection purposes, means an for fire protection purposes, means an 
integrated system of underground and overhead piping designed integrated system of underground and overhead piping designed 
in accordance with fire protection engineering standards.in accordance with fire protection engineering standards.
The system includes a suitable water supply, such as a gravity The system includes a suitable water supply, such as a gravity 
tank, fire pump, reservoir or pressure tank or connection beginntank, fire pump, reservoir or pressure tank or connection beginning ing 
at the supply side of an approved gate valve located at or near at the supply side of an approved gate valve located at or near the the 
property line where the pipe or piping system provides water useproperty line where the pipe or piping system provides water used d 
exclusively for fire protection and related appurtenances and toexclusively for fire protection and related appurtenances and to
standpipes connected to automatic sprinkler systems. The portionstandpipes connected to automatic sprinkler systems. The portion
of the sprinkler system above ground is a network of specially of the sprinkler system above ground is a network of specially 
sized or hydraulically designed piping installed in a building, sized or hydraulically designed piping installed in a building, 
structure or area, generally overhead, and to which sprinklers astructure or area, generally overhead, and to which sprinklers are re 
connected in a systematic pattern. The system includes a connected in a systematic pattern. The system includes a 
controlling valve and a device for actuating an alarm when the controlling valve and a device for actuating an alarm when the 
system is in operation. The system is usually activated by heat system is in operation. The system is usually activated by heat 
from a fire and discharges water over the fire area.from a fire and discharges water over the fire area.””
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Comm 62.0903 Automatic Fire Comm 62.0903 Automatic Fire 
Sprinkler Systems.Sprinkler Systems.

•• Fifteen Fifteen WisconsnismsWisconsnisms on F. S. Systemson F. S. Systems
•• (1) ALTERNATIVE PROTECTION, (2) GROUP A(1) ALTERNATIVE PROTECTION, (2) GROUP A––

1, (3) GROUP A1, (3) GROUP A––2, (4) GROUP A2, (4) GROUP A––3, (5) GROUP 3, (5) GROUP 
E, (6) GROUP R, (6m) STUDENT HOUSING, (8) E, (6) GROUP R, (6m) STUDENT HOUSING, (8) 
GROUP SGROUP S––2, (9) GROUP S2, (9) GROUP S––2 EXCEPTION, (10) 2 EXCEPTION, (10) 
COMMERCIAL PARKING GARAGE EXCEPTION, COMMERCIAL PARKING GARAGE EXCEPTION, 
(11) BUILDINGS OVER 60 FEET IN HEIGHT, (12) (11) BUILDINGS OVER 60 FEET IN HEIGHT, (12) 
EXEMPT LOCATIONS, (13) BALCONIES, EXEMPT LOCATIONS, (13) BALCONIES, 
(14) NFPA 13D SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, and (15) (14) NFPA 13D SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, and (15) 
TESTING AND MAINTENANCE.TESTING AND MAINTENANCE.
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Comm 62.0903 Comm 62.0903 (1) (1) 
ALTERNATIVE PROTECTION ALTERNATIVE PROTECTION 

•• Substitute the following wordingSubstitute the following wording
for the requirements in IBC section for the requirements in IBC section 
903.1.1: Alternative automatic 903.1.1: Alternative automatic 
firefire−−extinguishingextinguishing systems complying systems complying 
with IBC section 904 shall be permitted in with IBC section 904 shall be permitted in 
lieu of automatic sprinkler protection lieu of automatic sprinkler protection 
where recognized by the applicable where recognized by the applicable 
standard.standard.
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Comm 62.0903 (2)Comm 62.0903 (2)
GROUP AGROUP A––1, 1, 

•• Substitute the following wording for Substitute the following wording for 
condition 3 in IBC section 903.2.1.1: condition 3 in IBC section 903.2.1.1: 
None of the stories in which the fire None of the stories in which the fire 
area is located include a level of exit area is located include a level of exit 
discharge.discharge.
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Comm 62.0903 (3)Comm 62.0903 (3)
GROUP AGROUP A––22

•• Substitute the following wording for Substitute the following wording for 
condition 3 in IBC section 903.2.1.2: condition 3 in IBC section 903.2.1.2: 
None of the stories in which the fire None of the stories in which the fire 
area is located include a level of exit area is located include a level of exit 
dischargedischarge



12

Comm 62.0903 (4)Comm 62.0903 (4)
GROUP AGROUP A––33

•• (4) GROUP A(4) GROUP A––3. Substitute the following 3. Substitute the following 
wording for condition 3 in IBC section wording for condition 3 in IBC section 
903.2.1.3: None of the stories in which the903.2.1.3: None of the stories in which the
fire area is located include a level of exit fire area is located include a level of exit 
discharge.discharge.
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Comm 62.0903 (5) GROUP EComm 62.0903 (5) GROUP E
•• Substitute the following wording for the requirementsSubstitute the following wording for the requirements

in IBC section 903.2.2:in IBC section 903.2.2:
(a) Except as provided in par. (b), an automatic (a) Except as provided in par. (b), an automatic 
sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E 
occupancies as follows:occupancies as follows:
1. Throughout all Group E fire areas greater than 20,0001. Throughout all Group E fire areas greater than 20,000
square feet in area.square feet in area.
2. Throughout every story of educational buildings that 2. Throughout every story of educational buildings that 
is located below a story which includes the lowest level is located below a story which includes the lowest level 
of exit discharge.of exit discharge.
(b) An automatic sprinkler system is not required in any (b) An automatic sprinkler system is not required in any 
fire area, or in any story that is located below a story fire area, or in any story that is located below a story 
which includes the lowest level of exit discharge, where which includes the lowest level of exit discharge, where 
every classroom throughout the building has at least every classroom throughout the building has at least 
one exterior exit door at ground level.one exterior exit door at ground level.



14

Comm 62.0903 (6) GROUP RComm 62.0903 (6) GROUP R

•• Residential Sprinkler Residential Sprinkler 
Requirements and exceptionsRequirements and exceptions



15

WCBC/IBC Significant WCBC/IBC Significant 
ChangeChange

•• All Residential groups to be All Residential groups to be 
protected by sprinklers [IBC protected by sprinklers [IBC 
903.2.7].  Wisconsin includes 3 903.2.7].  Wisconsin includes 3 
exceptions [refer to Comm exceptions [refer to Comm 
62.0903(6)(b) through (d)] 62.0903(6)(b) through (d)] 
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WCBC/IBC WCBC/IBC -- ResidResid. Sprinkler . Sprinkler 
First ExceptionFirst Exception

•• 62.0903(6)(b) A sprinkler syst. Is 62.0903(6)(b) A sprinkler syst. Is 
not not reqreq’’dd. in a multifamily . in a multifamily 
dwelling where the floor areas or dwelling where the floor areas or 
the number of dwelling units do the number of dwelling units do 
not exceed any of the thresholds not exceed any of the thresholds 
established in Table 62.0903. The established in Table 62.0903. The 
exception in (b) does not apply exception in (b) does not apply 
after December 31, 2010.after December 31, 2010.
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WCBC/IBC WCBC/IBC –– R SprinklerR Sprinkler
Exception 1 (cont)Exception 1 (cont)

•• Table 62.0903Table 62.0903
•• Max 16,000 SF area within Max 16,000 SF area within DUDU’’ss
•• Max 8 UnitsMax 8 Units
•• Area Limits of the Area Limits of the ““NonNon--DUDU”” partsparts

––16,000 SF 16,000 SF –– Type IAType IA
––12,000 SF 12,000 SF –– Type IBType IB
––8,000 SF 8,000 SF –– Type IIAType IIA
––5,600 SF 5,600 SF –– Types IIB, III, IV & VATypes IIB, III, IV & VA
––4,800 SF 4,800 SF –– Type VB  Type VB  
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WCBC/IBC WCBC/IBC –– R SprinklerR Sprinkler
Exception 1 (cont)Exception 1 (cont)

•• 62.0903(6)(b) Remember the floor 62.0903(6)(b) Remember the floor 
areas specified in the thresholds do areas specified in the thresholds do 
not include any of the following:not include any of the following:

•• 1.  Areas that are outside a building, 1.  Areas that are outside a building, 
•• 2.  An attached garage that meets 2.  An attached garage that meets 

specific criteria:specific criteria:
•• 600 square feet or less; Serves a 600 square feet or less; Serves a 

single dwelling unit; accessed single dwelling unit; accessed 
directly from the DU and is directly from the DU and is sepsep’’dd from from 
bldg. by at least 1bldg. by at least 1--HR const..HR const..
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WCBC/IBC WCBC/IBC –– R SprinklerR Sprinkler
Exception 2Exception 2

•• 62.0903(6)(c) 62.0903(6)(c) –– We will allow an We will allow an 
NFPA 13 D NFPA 13 D sprinksprink. syst. in certain . syst. in certain 
small multifamily dwellingssmall multifamily dwellings

•• 1.  not more than 4 1.  not more than 4 DUDU’’ss..
•• 2.  not more than 2 stories above 2.  not more than 2 stories above 

grade plane in height.grade plane in height.
•• 3.  not served by a community 3.  not served by a community 

water system or a water system or a munimuni. water . water 
system as def. in s. NR 811.02.system as def. in s. NR 811.02.
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WCBC/IBC WCBC/IBC –– R SprinklerR Sprinkler
Exception 3Exception 3

•• 62.0903(6)(d) 62.0903(6)(d) –– Townhouses Townhouses 
const. similar to IRCconst. similar to IRC

•• 1.  Not more than 3 stories above 1.  Not more than 3 stories above 
grade plane in height.grade plane in height.

•• 2.  Not more than 20 2.  Not more than 20 DUDU’’ss..
•• 3.  Not over 16,000 SF3.  Not over 16,000 SF
•• 4.  4.  EechEech DU is sep. from others by DU is sep. from others by 

2HR walls (like Fire Walls but no 2HR walls (like Fire Walls but no 
hor. Cont. or hor. Cont. or structstruct. Stability). Stability)
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WCBC/IBC WCBC/IBC –– R SprinklerR Sprinkler
Exception 3 (cont.)Exception 3 (cont.)

•• 62.0903(6)(d) 62.0903(6)(d) –– Townhouses Townhouses 
exceeding the area and DU limits exceeding the area and DU limits 
are are permitttedpermittted to sprinkle using to sprinkle using 
NFPA 13 DNFPA 13 D

•• Also, sprinklers are not needed Also, sprinklers are not needed 
for Townhouses of 2HR fire for Townhouses of 2HR fire 
resistance (2HR ratings for all resistance (2HR ratings for all 
separations, exit corridors, exit separations, exit corridors, exit 
stairs and all floors & ceilings)stairs and all floors & ceilings)
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WCBC/IBC Ch 9 Res. WCBC/IBC Ch 9 Res. 
BalconiesBalconies

•• 903.3.1.2.1 assures that R uses of 903.3.1.2.1 assures that R uses of 
Type V const. & protected by Type V const. & protected by 
NFPA 13R systems, will have NFPA 13R systems, will have 
patios and balconies protected. patios and balconies protected. 
Wisconsinism [Comm 62.0903 Wisconsinism [Comm 62.0903 
(13)] clarifies that design follows (13)] clarifies that design follows 
NFPA 13NFPA 13
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Comm 62.0903 (6m) STUDENT Comm 62.0903 (6m) STUDENT 
HOUSING HOUSING 

•• (6m) STUDENT HOUSING. Additional (6m) STUDENT HOUSING. Additional 
rules.rules.

•• (a) (a) Definition. [Definition. [““private student private student 
residential buildingresidential building””]]

•• (b) (b) Existing housing.Existing housing.
•• (c) (c) New housing.New housing.
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Comm 62.0903 (6m) (a) Comm 62.0903 (6m) (a) 
DefinitionDefinition

•• (a) (a) Definition. Definition. In this paragraph, In this paragraph, ““private private 
student residential buildingstudent residential building”” has the meaning has the meaning 
as given under s. 101.14 (4) (b) 1m., Stats.as given under s. 101.14 (4) (b) 1m., Stats.
Note: Section 101.14 (4) (b) 1m., Stats., reads: Note: Section 101.14 (4) (b) 1m., Stats., reads: 
““In this paragraph, In this paragraph, ““private student residential private student residential 
buildingbuilding”” means a privately owned and means a privately owned and 
operated residential building that has a operated residential building that has a 
capacity of at least 100 occupants, that is capacity of at least 100 occupants, that is 
occupied by persons at least 80 percent of occupied by persons at least 80 percent of 
whom are enrolled in an institution of higher whom are enrolled in an institution of higher 
education, and that has attributes usuallyeducation, and that has attributes usually
associated with a student residence hall or associated with a student residence hall or 
dormitory such as a food service plan or dormitory such as a food service plan or 
occupancy by a resident advisor.occupancy by a resident advisor.””
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Comm 62.0903 (6m) (b) Comm 62.0903 (6m) (b) Existing Existing 
HousingHousing

•• (b) (b) Existing housing.Existing housing.
•• Five separate conditions with differing Five separate conditions with differing 

““complete by datescomplete by dates””
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Existing Housing Existing Housing -- #1#1

•• 1. Except as provided in this 1. Except as provided in this subdsubd. 2., . 2., 
an automatic fire sprinkler system an automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided by January 1, 2006 shall be provided by January 1, 2006 
throughout every residence hall and throughout every residence hall and 
dormitory greater than 60 feet in dormitory greater than 60 feet in 
height, the initial construction of height, the initial construction of 
which was begun before April 26, which was begun before April 26, 
2000, that is owned or operated by the 2000, that is owned or operated by the 
board of regents of the University of board of regents of the University of 
Wisconsin System.Wisconsin System.
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Existing Housing Existing Housing -- #2#2

•• 2. An automatic fire sprinkler system 2. An automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided by January 1, 2008 shall be provided by January 1, 2008 
throughout throughout OggOgg Residence Hall at the Residence Hall at the 
University of University of WisconsinWisconsin−−MadisonMadison..
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Existing Housing Existing Housing -- #3#3

•• 3. An automatic fire sprinkler system shall 3. An automatic fire sprinkler system shall 
be provided by January 1, 2014 be provided by January 1, 2014 
throughout every residence hall and throughout every residence hall and 
dormitory greater than 60 feet in height, dormitory greater than 60 feet in height, 
the initial construction of which was the initial construction of which was 
begun before January 7, 2006, that is begun before January 7, 2006, that is 
owned or operated by an institution of owned or operated by an institution of 
higher education, other than a residence higher education, other than a residence 
hall or dormitory owned or operated by hall or dormitory owned or operated by 
the board of regents of the University of the board of regents of the University of 
Wisconsin System.Wisconsin System.
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Existing Housing Existing Housing -- #4#4

•• 4. An automatic fire sprinkler system 4. An automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided by January 1, 2014 shall be provided by January 1, 2014 
throughout every private student throughout every private student 
residential building greater than 60 residential building greater than 60 
feet in height, the initial construction feet in height, the initial construction 
of which was begun before January 7, of which was begun before January 7, 
2006.2006.
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Existing Housing Existing Housing -- #5#5

•• 5. An automatic fire sprinkler system 5. An automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided by January 1, 2014 shall be provided by January 1, 2014 
throughout every student residential throughout every student residential 
facility operated by a fraternity, facility operated by a fraternity, 
sorority or other organization sorority or other organization 
authorized or sponsored by an authorized or sponsored by an 
institution of higher education, the institution of higher education, the 
initial construction of which was initial construction of which was 
begun before January 7, 2006.begun before January 7, 2006.
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Comm 62.0903 (6m) Comm 62.0903 (6m) (c) (c) New New 
housinghousing

•• (c) (c) New housing.New housing.
•• Four instances where sprinklers are Four instances where sprinklers are 

required in new constructionsrequired in new constructions
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New Housing New Housing -- #1#1

•• 1. An automatic fire sprinkler system 1. An automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout  every shall be provided throughout  every 
residence hall and dormitory, the residence hall and dormitory, the 
initial construction which is begun initial construction which is begun 
on or after April 26, 2000, that is on or after April 26, 2000, that is 
owned or operated by the board of owned or operated by the board of 
regents of the University of regents of the University of 
Wisconsin System.Wisconsin System.
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New Housing New Housing -- #2#2

•• 2. An automatic fire sprinkler system 2. An automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout every shall be provided throughout every 
residence hall and dormitory, the residence hall and dormitory, the 
initial construction which is begun initial construction which is begun 
on or after January 7, 2006, that is on or after January 7, 2006, that is 
owned or operated by an institution owned or operated by an institution 
of higher education, other than a of higher education, other than a 
residence hall or dormitory owned or residence hall or dormitory owned or 
operated by the board of regents of operated by the board of regents of 
the University of Wisconsin System.the University of Wisconsin System.
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New Housing New Housing -- #3#3

•• 3. An automatic fire sprinkler system 3. An automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout every shall be provided throughout every 
student residential facility, operated student residential facility, operated 
by a fraternity, sorority or an by a fraternity, sorority or an 
organization authorized or organization authorized or 
sponsored by an institution of higher sponsored by an institution of higher 
education, the initial construction of education, the initial construction of 
which is begun on or after January 7, which is begun on or after January 7, 
2006.2006.
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New Housing New Housing -- #4#4

•• 4. An automatic fire sprinkler system 4. An automatic fire sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout every shall be provided throughout every 
private student residential building, private student residential building, 
the initial construction of which is the initial construction of which is 
begun on or after January 7, 2006.begun on or after January 7, 2006.
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Comm 62.0903 (8)Comm 62.0903 (8)
GROUP SGROUP S––22

•• Substitute the following wording for theSubstitute the following wording for the
requirements, but not the exception, in requirements, but not the exception, in 
IBC section 903.2.9: An automatic IBC section 903.2.9: An automatic 
sprinkler system shall be provided sprinkler system shall be provided 
throughout buildings classified as throughout buildings classified as 
enclosed parking garages in accordance enclosed parking garages in accordance 
with IBC section 406.4 where located with IBC section 406.4 where located 
beneath other groups.beneath other groups.
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Comm 62.0903 (9) GROUP SComm 62.0903 (9) GROUP S––
2 EXCEPTION2 EXCEPTION

•• This is an additional departmentThis is an additional department
exception to the requirements in IBC exception to the requirements in IBC 
section 903.2.9: Enclosed parking section 903.2.9: Enclosed parking 
garages for fire apparatus and fire garages for fire apparatus and fire 
department vehicles that are located department vehicles that are located 
beneath fire stations.beneath fire stations.
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Comm 62.0903 (10) Comm 62.0903 (10) 
COMMERCIAL PARKING COMMERCIAL PARKING 

GARAGE EXCEPTIONGARAGE EXCEPTION
•• (10) COMMERCIAL PARKING GARAGE (10) COMMERCIAL PARKING GARAGE 

EXCEPTION. This is a department EXCEPTION. This is a department 
exception to the requirements in IBC exception to the requirements in IBC 
section 903.2.9.1: Enclosed parking section 903.2.9.1: Enclosed parking 
garages for fire apparatus and fire garages for fire apparatus and fire 
department vehicles where within the fire department vehicles where within the fire 
stationsstations
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Comm 62.0903 (11) Comm 62.0903 (11) 
BUILDINGS OVER 60BUILDINGS OVER 60’’ HEIGHTHEIGHT

•• (11) BUILDINGS OVER 60 FEET IN (11) BUILDINGS OVER 60 FEET IN 
HEIGHT. This is a department rule in HEIGHT. This is a department rule in 
addition to the requirements in IBC addition to the requirements in IBC 
section 903.2.10.3:section 903.2.10.3:
(a) Except as provided in par. (b), (a) Except as provided in par. (b), 
pursuant to s. 101.14 (4) (b)pursuant to s. 101.14 (4) (b)
1r., Stats., automatic fire sprinkler 1r., Stats., automatic fire sprinkler 
systems shall be installed throughout systems shall be installed throughout 
buildings and structures that are more buildings and structures that are more 
than 60 feet in height.than 60 feet in height.
(b) 5 exceptions provided!(b) 5 exceptions provided!
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BLDGBLDG’’S OVER 60S OVER 60’’ ExceptionsExceptions
•• 1. Airport control towers.1. Airport control towers.

2. Open parking structures complying with IBC 2. Open parking structures complying with IBC 
section 406.3.section 406.3.
3. Telecommunications equipment spaces used 3. Telecommunications equipment spaces used 
exclusively for telecommunications equipment, exclusively for telecommunications equipment, 
associated electrical power distribution associated electrical power distribution 
equipment and standby engines, provided that equipment and standby engines, provided that 
those spaces or areas are equipped throughout those spaces or areas are equipped throughout 
with an automatic fire detection system in with an automatic fire detection system in 
accordance with IBC section 907.2 and are accordance with IBC section 907.2 and are 
separated from the remainder of the building with separated from the remainder of the building with 
fire barriers consisting of 1fire barriers consisting of 1−−hour hour 
firefire−−resistanceresistance−−ratedrated walls and 2walls and 2−−hour hour 
firefire−−resistanceresistance−−ratedrated floor/ceiling assemblies.floor/ceiling assemblies.
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BLDGBLDG’’S OVER 60S OVER 60’’ ExceptionsExceptions
•• 4. Special industrial occupancies 4. Special industrial occupancies 

complying with the criteriacomplying with the criteria
outlined in IBC section 503.1.2.outlined in IBC section 503.1.2.
5. Occupancies of Group F5. Occupancies of Group F−−2 when 2 when 
omission of the automaticomission of the automatic
fire sprinkler system is approved in fire sprinkler system is approved in 
accordance with s. Commaccordance with s. Comm
61.2261.22
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Comm 62.0903 (12) EXEMPT Comm 62.0903 (12) EXEMPT 
LOCATIONS, LOCATIONS, 

•• (12) EXEMPT LOCATIONS. Substitute the (12) EXEMPT LOCATIONS. Substitute the 
following wording forfollowing wording for
exempt location 2 in IBC section exempt location 2 in IBC section 
903.3.1.1.1: Any room or space903.3.1.1.1: Any room or space
where sprinklers are considered where sprinklers are considered 
undesirable because of the natureundesirable because of the nature
of the contents, where approved by the of the contents, where approved by the 
department.department.
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Comm 62.0903 (13) Comm 62.0903 (13) 
BALCONIESBALCONIES

•• (13) BALCONIES. Substitute the following (13) BALCONIES. Substitute the following 
wording for the requirements in IBC section wording for the requirements in IBC section 
903.3.1.2.1: Sprinkler protection complying with 903.3.1.2.1: Sprinkler protection complying with 
NFPA 13 shall be provided for exterior NFPA 13 shall be provided for exterior 
balconies and balconies and groundground−−floorfloor patios of dwelling patios of dwelling 
units where the building is of Type V units where the building is of Type V 
construction. Sidewall sprinklers that are used construction. Sidewall sprinklers that are used 
to protect such areas shall be permitted to be to protect such areas shall be permitted to be 
located such that their deflectors are within 1 located such that their deflectors are within 1 
inch to 6 inches below the structural members, inch to 6 inches below the structural members, 
and a maximum distance of 14 inches below the and a maximum distance of 14 inches below the 
deck of the exterior balconies that are deck of the exterior balconies that are 
constructed of open wood joist constructionconstructed of open wood joist construction
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Comm 62.0903 (14) NFPA 13D Comm 62.0903 (14) NFPA 13D 
SPRINKLER SYSTEMSSPRINKLER SYSTEMS

•• (14) NFPA 13D SPRINKLER SYSTEMS. (a) (14) NFPA 13D SPRINKLER SYSTEMS. (a) 
Substitute the following wording for the Substitute the following wording for the 
requirements in IBC section 903.3.1.3: requirements in IBC section 903.3.1.3: 
Where allowed, automatic sprinkler Where allowed, automatic sprinkler 
systems in townhouses and multifamily systems in townhouses and multifamily 
dwellings shall be installed throughout in dwellings shall be installed throughout in 
accordance with NFPA 13D, except as accordance with NFPA 13D, except as 
provided in par. (b).provided in par. (b).
(b) Multipurpose piping systems shall (b) Multipurpose piping systems shall 
conform with s. Comm 82.40 (3) (e) 2. a. conform with s. Comm 82.40 (3) (e) 2. a. 
and b.and b.
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Comm 62.0903 (15) TESTING Comm 62.0903 (15) TESTING 
AND MAINTENANCEAND MAINTENANCE

•• (15) TESTING AND MAINTENANCE. (15) TESTING AND MAINTENANCE. 
Substitute the following informational Substitute the following informational 
note for the requirements in IBC section note for the requirements in IBC section 
903.5:903.5:
Note: See Note: See chch. Comm 14 for requirements . Comm 14 for requirements 
for inspection, testing, and maintenancefor inspection, testing, and maintenance
of fire sprinkler systemsof fire sprinkler systems
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Comm 62.0904 Alternative Comm 62.0904 Alternative 
automatic automatic firefire−−extinguishingextinguishing

systemssystems
•• (1) Substitution for IBC section (1) Substitution for IBC section 

904.1904.1
(2) Additional provisions added (2) Additional provisions added 
to IBC to IBC secctionsecction 904904
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Comm 62.0904 Comm 62.0904 (1) Substitution for (1) Substitution for 
IBC section 904.1IBC section 904.1

•• Substitute the following wording andSubstitute the following wording and
informational note for the requirements in IBC informational note for the requirements in IBC 
section 904.1:section 904.1:
Automatic Automatic firefire−−extinguishingextinguishing systems, other systems, other 
than automatic sprinkler systems, shall be than automatic sprinkler systems, shall be 
designed and installed in accordance with the designed and installed in accordance with the 
provisions of IBC section 904 and the applicable provisions of IBC section 904 and the applicable 
referenced standards.referenced standards.
Note: See Note: See chch. Comm 14 for requirements for . Comm 14 for requirements for 
inspection, testing, and maintenanceinspection, testing, and maintenance
of alternate automatic of alternate automatic firefire−−extinguishingextinguishing
systems.systems.
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Comm 62.0904 (2) Additional Comm 62.0904 (2) Additional 
provisions added to IBC section provisions added to IBC section 

904904
•• (a) (a) Water mist fire protection Water mist fire protection 

systems. systems. Where a water mist fireWhere a water mist fire
protection system is installed, it protection system is installed, it 
shall comply with NFPA 750.shall comply with NFPA 750.

•• (b) (b) ManualManual−−wetwet sprinkler sprinkler 
systemssystems



49

Comm 62.0904 (2) (b) Comm 62.0904 (2) (b) 
ManualManual−−wetwet sprinkler systemssprinkler systems

•• 1. Where allowed.1. Where allowed.
•• 2. General requirements. 2. General requirements. 
•• 3. Installer qualifications.3. Installer qualifications.
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ManualManual−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Where AllowedWhere Allowed
•• A A manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler system may not be sprinkler system may not be 

installed in a building unless all of the following installed in a building unless all of the following 
conditions are met:conditions are met:
a. There is no municipal water system available a. There is no municipal water system available 
to serve the property.to serve the property.
b. There is no provision under this code that b. There is no provision under this code that 
requires the building or a portion of the building requires the building or a portion of the building 
to have an automatic fire sprinkler system.to have an automatic fire sprinkler system.
c. The municipality where the building is to be c. The municipality where the building is to be 
located has an adopted ordinance that requires located has an adopted ordinance that requires 
the installation of the installation of manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler systems sprinkler systems 
and requires these systems to meet the and requires these systems to meet the 
provisions of this subsection.provisions of this subsection.
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Man.Man.−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Gen. Gen. ReqmtReqmt’’ss

•• Ten stipulationsTen stipulations
•• A through JA through J
•• All must be satisfied !All must be satisfied !
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Man.Man.−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Gen. Gen. ReqmtReqmt’’ss
•• a. A building protected with a a. A building protected with a manualmanual−−wetwet

sprinkler system shall be considered sprinkler system shall be considered 
unsprinkleredunsprinklered under all other code under all other code 
provisions.provisions.

•• b. Each b. Each manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler system sprinkler system 
shall be provided with a fire department shall be provided with a fire department 
connection. The fire department connection. The fire department 
connection shall be installed in an connection shall be installed in an 
accessible location acceptable to the fire accessible location acceptable to the fire 
chief.chief.
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Man.Man.−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Gen. Gen. ReqmtReqmt’’ss
•• c. All above ground piping of the c. All above ground piping of the 

manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler system shall be sprinkler system shall be 
labeled as a labeled as a ““manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler sprinkler 
system.system.”” Labels shall be placed at the fire Labels shall be placed at the fire 
department connection; at all valves and department connection; at all valves and 
hose outlets; and on the piping at hose outlets; and on the piping at 
intervals of not more than 25 feet and at intervals of not more than 25 feet and at 
each side where the piping passes each side where the piping passes 
through a wall, floor or roofthrough a wall, floor or roof
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Man.Man.−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Gen. Gen. ReqmtReqmt’’ss
•• d. The d. The manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler system sprinkler system 

design and installation shall comply with design and installation shall comply with 
the automatic fire sprinkler system the automatic fire sprinkler system 
requirements of NFPA 13 or NFPA 13R, as requirements of NFPA 13 or NFPA 13R, as 
applicable, except that the system applicable, except that the system 
comprised of the pilot line, fire comprised of the pilot line, fire 
department connection and fire department connection and fire 
department apparatus is considered as department apparatus is considered as 
the approved water supply for the system.the approved water supply for the system.
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Man.Man.−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Gen. Gen. ReqmtReqmt’’ss
•• e. A e. A manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler system shall be sprinkler system shall be 

supplied with water through the fire supplied with water through the fire 
department connection using fire department connection using fire 
department apparatus.department apparatus.

•• f. The plumbing well, water service and f. The plumbing well, water service and 
pressure tank shall be of a size and pressure tank shall be of a size and 
capacity to supply the hydraulically most capacity to supply the hydraulically most 
remote sprinkler with the required remote sprinkler with the required 
waterflowwaterflow and pressure for a minimum of and pressure for a minimum of 
10 minutes.10 minutes.
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Man.Man.−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Gen. Gen. ReqmtReqmt’’ss
•• g. A pilot line shall be connected from the g. A pilot line shall be connected from the 

manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler system to the sprinkler system to the 
plumbing water supply system at the well plumbing water supply system at the well 
pressure tank. The pilot line shall be of a pressure tank. The pilot line shall be of a 
size that is adequate to supply the size that is adequate to supply the 
hydraulically most remote sprinkler in the hydraulically most remote sprinkler in the 
system.system.

•• h. The connection of a h. The connection of a manualmanual−−wetwet
sprinkler system to a plumbing water sprinkler system to a plumbing water 
supply system shall be protected against supply system shall be protected against 
backflow conditions in accordance with backflow conditions in accordance with 
chch. Comm 82.. Comm 82.
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Man.Man.−−wetwet SystSyst’’ss Gen. Gen. ReqmtReqmt’’ss
•• i. The actuation of any sprinkler in the i. The actuation of any sprinkler in the 

system shall operate the system shall operate the waterflowwaterflow
indicating device, which shall initiate a indicating device, which shall initiate a 
fire alarm within the building.fire alarm within the building.

•• j. Upon actuation of the building fire j. Upon actuation of the building fire 
alarm, a fire alarm signal shall be sent alarm, a fire alarm signal shall be sent 
automatically to the fire department automatically to the fire department 
providing fire protection to the building providing fire protection to the building 
wet sprinkler system shall be considered wet sprinkler system shall be considered 
unsprinkleredunsprinklered under all other code under all other code 
provisions.provisions.
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(b) (b) ManualManual−−wetwet sprinkler systemssprinkler systems
InstallersInstallers

•• 3. Installer qualifications. The installation 3. Installer qualifications. The installation 
or alteration of a or alteration of a manualmanual−−wetwet sprinkler sprinkler 
system shall be performed by a licensedsystem shall be performed by a licensed
individual as specified for the installation individual as specified for the installation 
of an automatic fire sprinkler system of an automatic fire sprinkler system 
under under subchsubch. V of . V of chch. Comm 5. Comm 5
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Comm 62.0907 Fire alarm and Comm 62.0907 Fire alarm and 
detection systemsdetection systems

•• Seven WisconsinismsSeven Wisconsinisms
•• (1) GENERAL, (2) CONSTRUCTION (1) GENERAL, (2) CONSTRUCTION 

DOCUMENTS, (3) GROUP I, (4) GROUP M,  DOCUMENTS, (3) GROUP I, (4) GROUP M,  
(5) SMOKE ALARMS, (6) PROTECTIVE (5) SMOKE ALARMS, (6) PROTECTIVE 
COVERS, (7) EMPLOYEE WORK AREAS.COVERS, (7) EMPLOYEE WORK AREAS.



60

Comm 62.0907 (1) GENERALComm 62.0907 (1) GENERAL

•• Substitute the following wording and Substitute the following wording and 
informational note for the requirements in informational note for the requirements in 
IBC section 907.1: IBC section 907 covers IBC section 907.1: IBC section 907 covers 
the application and installation of fire the application and installation of fire 
alarm systems and their components.alarm systems and their components.
Note: See Note: See chch. Comm 14 for requirements . Comm 14 for requirements 
for performance and maintenance of firefor performance and maintenance of fire
alarm systems and their components.alarm systems and their components.
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Comm 62.0907 (2) Comm 62.0907 (2) 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS 

•• The requirements in IBC sectionThe requirements in IBC section
907.1.1 are not included as part of 907.1.1 are not included as part of 
this code.this code.
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Comm 62.0907 (3) GROUP IComm 62.0907 (3) GROUP I

•• Substitute the following wording for the Substitute the following wording for the 
requirements, but not the exception, in requirements, but not the exception, in 
IBC section 907.2.6: A manual fire alarm IBC section 907.2.6: A manual fire alarm 
system shall be installed in Group I system shall be installed in Group I 
occupancies. An electrically supervised, occupancies. An electrically supervised, 
automatic smoke detection system shall automatic smoke detection system shall 
be provided throughout the occupancy, be provided throughout the occupancy, 
except as provided in IBC sections except as provided in IBC sections 
907.2.6.1 to 907.2.6.3.907.2.6.1 to 907.2.6.3.
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Comm 62.0907 (4) GROUP MComm 62.0907 (4) GROUP M

•• (4) GROUP M. Substitute the following wording (4) GROUP M. Substitute the following wording 
for the requirements, but not the exception, in for the requirements, but not the exception, in 
IBC section 907.2.7: A manual fire alarm system IBC section 907.2.7: A manual fire alarm system 
shall be installed in Group M occupancies shall be installed in Group M occupancies 
having an occupant load of 500 or more having an occupant load of 500 or more 
persons, or more than 100 persons above or persons, or more than 100 persons above or 
below a story that includes the lowest level of below a story that includes the lowest level of 
exit discharge. The initiation of a signal from a exit discharge. The initiation of a signal from a 
manual fire alarm box shall initiate alarm manual fire alarm box shall initiate alarm 
notification appliances as required by IBC notification appliances as required by IBC 
section 907.9.section 907.9.
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Comm 62.0907 (5) SMOKE Comm 62.0907 (5) SMOKE 
ALARMSALARMS

•• (5) SMOKE ALARMS. These are department informational notes(5) SMOKE ALARMS. These are department informational notes
to be used under IBC section 907.2.10 (intro.):to be used under IBC section 907.2.10 (intro.):
Note: Section 101.145 (2) and (3) (a), Stats., addresses installNote: Section 101.145 (2) and (3) (a), Stats., addresses installation of smokeation of smoke
detectors and reads as follows: Section 101.145 (2) detectors and reads as follows: Section 101.145 (2) ““A smoke detector requiredA smoke detector required
under this section shall be approved by underwriters laboratory.under this section shall be approved by underwriters laboratory.””
(3) (a) (3) (a) ““The owner of a residential building shall install any smoke deteThe owner of a residential building shall install any smoke detectorctor
required under this section according to the directions and specrequired under this section according to the directions and specifications of theifications of the
manufacturer of the smoke detector.manufacturer of the smoke detector.””
Note: Section 101.145 (4), Stats., addresses retroactivity requiNote: Section 101.145 (4), Stats., addresses retroactivity requirements for buildingsrements for buildings
constructed prior to the effective date of this section. This stconstructed prior to the effective date of this section. This statute section appliesatute section applies
beyond the application of this code, as established in s. Comm 6beyond the application of this code, as established in s. Comm 61.03 (2), and states1.03 (2), and states
““The owner of a residential building the initial construction of The owner of a residential building the initial construction of which is commencedwhich is commenced
before, on or after May 23, 1978, shall install and maintain a fbefore, on or after May 23, 1978, shall install and maintain a functional smoke unctional smoke 
detector in the basement and at the head of any stairway on eachdetector in the basement and at the head of any stairway on each floor level of the floor level of the 
building and shall install a functional smoke detector either inbuilding and shall install a functional smoke detector either in each sleeping room each sleeping room 
of each unit or elsewhere in the unit within 6 feet of each sleeof each unit or elsewhere in the unit within 6 feet of each sleeping area and not in a ping area and not in a 
kitchen.kitchen.””
Note: Under section 101.145 (1) (b), Stats., Note: Under section 101.145 (1) (b), Stats., ““sleeping areasleeping area”” means the area of themeans the area of the
[dwelling] unit in which the bedrooms or sleeping rooms are loca[dwelling] unit in which the bedrooms or sleeping rooms are located. Bedrooms orted. Bedrooms or
sleeping rooms separated by another use area such as a kitchen osleeping rooms separated by another use area such as a kitchen or living room are r living room are 
separate sleeping areas but bedrooms or sleeping rooms separatedseparate sleeping areas but bedrooms or sleeping rooms separated by a bathroom by a bathroom 
are not separate sleeping areas.are not separate sleeping areas.



65

Comm 62.0907 (6) Comm 62.0907 (6) 
PROTECTIVE COVERSPROTECTIVE COVERS

•• Substitute the following wording for the Substitute the following wording for the 
requirements in IBC section 907.3.5: The requirements in IBC section 907.3.5: The 
building official is authorized to require the building official is authorized to require the 
installation of listed manual fire alarm box installation of listed manual fire alarm box 
protective covers to prevent malicious false protective covers to prevent malicious false 
alarms or provide the manual fire alarm box alarms or provide the manual fire alarm box 
with protection from physical damage.  The with protection from physical damage.  The 
protective cover shall be transparent or red in protective cover shall be transparent or red in 
color with a transparent face to permit visibility color with a transparent face to permit visibility 
of the manual fire alarm box.  Each cover shall of the manual fire alarm box.  Each cover shall 
include proper operating instructions.include proper operating instructions.
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Comm 62.0907 (7) EMPLOYEE Comm 62.0907 (7) EMPLOYEE 
WORK AREASWORK AREAS

•• Substitute the following wordingSubstitute the following wording
for the requirements in IBC section for the requirements in IBC section 
907.9.1.2:  Where employee work areas 907.9.1.2:  Where employee work areas 
have audible alarm coverage, the alarm have audible alarm coverage, the alarm 
system shall be designed so that visible system shall be designed so that visible 
notification appliances can be integratednotification appliances can be integrated
into the systeminto the system
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Comm 62.0909 Smoke control Comm 62.0909 Smoke control 
systemssystems

•• (1) INSPECTION AND TEST (1) INSPECTION AND TEST 
REQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTS

•• (2) INSPECTIONS FOR SMOKE (2) INSPECTIONS FOR SMOKE 
CONTROLCONTROL

•• (3) SCOPE OF TESTING(3) SCOPE OF TESTING
•• (4) QUALIFICATIONS(4) QUALIFICATIONS
•• (5) REPORTS(5) REPORTS
•• (6) REPORT FILING(6) REPORT FILING
•• (7) SYSTEM ACCEPTANCE(7) SYSTEM ACCEPTANCE
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Comm 62.0909 (1) INSPECTION Comm 62.0909 (1) INSPECTION 
AND TEST REQUIREMENTSAND TEST REQUIREMENTS

•• Substitute the following wording for the requirements in Substitute the following wording for the requirements in 
IBC section 909.3: In addition to the ordinary inspection IBC section 909.3: In addition to the ordinary inspection 
and test requirements that buildings, structures and and test requirements that buildings, structures and 
parts thereof are required to undergo, smoke control parts thereof are required to undergo, smoke control 
systems subject to the provisions of IBC section 909 systems subject to the provisions of IBC section 909 
shall undergo inspections and tests sufficient to verify shall undergo inspections and tests sufficient to verify 
the proper commissioning of the smoke control design the proper commissioning of the smoke control design 
in its final installed condition. The design submission in its final installed condition. The design submission 
accompanying the construction documents shall clearly accompanying the construction documents shall clearly 
detail procedures and methods to be used and the items detail procedures and methods to be used and the items 
subject to such inspections and tests. Such subject to such inspections and tests. Such 
commissioning shall be in accordance with generally commissioning shall be in accordance with generally 
accepted engineering practice and, where possible, accepted engineering practice and, where possible, 
based on published standards for the particularbased on published standards for the particular
testing involved.testing involved.
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Comm 62.0909 (2) INSPECTIONS Comm 62.0909 (2) INSPECTIONS 
FOR SMOKE CONTROLFOR SMOKE CONTROL

•• Substitute the followingSubstitute the following
wording for the wording for the 
requirements in IBC section requirements in IBC section 
909.18.8: Smoke control 909.18.8: Smoke control 
systems shall be tested by systems shall be tested by 
a qualified agency.a qualified agency.
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Comm 62.0909 (3) SCOPE OF Comm 62.0909 (3) SCOPE OF 
TESTING, TESTING, 

•• (3) SCOPE OF TESTING. Substitute the (3) SCOPE OF TESTING. Substitute the 
following wording for the requirements in IBC following wording for the requirements in IBC 
section 909.18.8.1: Inspections shall besection 909.18.8.1: Inspections shall be
conducted in accordance with the following:conducted in accordance with the following:
(a) During erection of ductwork and prior to (a) During erection of ductwork and prior to 
concealment for the purposes of leakage concealment for the purposes of leakage 
testing and recording of device location.testing and recording of device location.
(b) Prior to occupancy and after sufficient (b) Prior to occupancy and after sufficient 
completion for the purposes of completion for the purposes of 
pressurepressure−−differencedifference testing, flow testing, flow 
measurements, and detection and control measurements, and detection and control 
verification. verification. 
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Comm 62.0909 (4) Comm 62.0909 (4) 
QUALIFICATIONS QUALIFICATIONS 

•• Substitute the following wording for theSubstitute the following wording for the
requirements in IBC section 909.18.8.2: requirements in IBC section 909.18.8.2: 
Inspection agencies forInspection agencies for
smoke control shall have expertise in fire smoke control shall have expertise in fire 
protection engineering,protection engineering,
mechanical engineering and certification mechanical engineering and certification 
as air balancers.as air balancers.
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Comm 62.0909 (5) REPORTSComm 62.0909 (5) REPORTS
•• (5) REPORTS. Substitute the following wording (5) REPORTS. Substitute the following wording 

for the requirements in IBC section 909.18.8.3: for the requirements in IBC section 909.18.8.3: 
A complete report of testing shall be prepared. A complete report of testing shall be prepared. 
The report shall include identification of all The report shall include identification of all 
devices by manufacturer, nameplate data, devices by manufacturer, nameplate data, 
design values, measured  values and design values, measured  values and 
identification tag or mark. The report shall beidentification tag or mark. The report shall be
reviewed by the responsible registered design reviewed by the responsible registered design 
professional and, when satisfied that the professional and, when satisfied that the 
design intent has been achieved, the design intent has been achieved, the 
responsible registered design professional responsible registered design professional 
shall seal, sign and date the report.shall seal, sign and date the report.
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Comm 62.0909 (6) REPORT Comm 62.0909 (6) REPORT 
FILINGFILING

•• Substitute the following wording for theSubstitute the following wording for the
requirements in IBC section 909.18.8.3.1: requirements in IBC section 909.18.8.3.1: 
A copy of the final report shall be A copy of the final report shall be 
maintained and made available to the maintained and made available to the 
building official upon request.building official upon request.
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Comm 62.0909 (7) SYSTEM Comm 62.0909 (7) SYSTEM 
ACCEPTANCEACCEPTANCE

•• (7) SYSTEM ACCEPTANCE. The (7) SYSTEM ACCEPTANCE. The 
requirements in IBC section 909.19 requirements in IBC section 909.19 
are not included as part of this codeare not included as part of this code
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Comm 62.0910 Smoke & heat Comm 62.0910 Smoke & heat 
vents, and draft curtains.vents, and draft curtains.

•• (1) EXCEPTION. Substitute the following (1) EXCEPTION. Substitute the following 
wording for exception 1. in IBC section 910.1: wording for exception 1. in IBC section 910.1: 
Buildings protected by an approved automatic Buildings protected by an approved automatic 
sprinkler system.sprinkler system.

•• (2) GROUPS F(2) GROUPS F––1 AND S1 AND S––1. Substitute the 1. Substitute the 
following wording for the requirements, but not following wording for the requirements, but not 
the exception, in IBC section 910.2.1:the exception, in IBC section 910.2.1:
Buildings and portions thereof used as Group Buildings and portions thereof used as Group 
FF––1 or S1 or S––1 occupancies having more than 1 occupancies having more than 
50,000 square feet in area that is undivided by 50,000 square feet in area that is undivided by 
fullfull−−heightheight walls having smoke resisting walls having smoke resisting 
characteristics which are similar to those under characteristics which are similar to those under 
IBC section 910.3.5.1IBC section 910.3.5.1



7676
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Comm 62.1004 Egress for outdoor Comm 62.1004 Egress for outdoor 
areasareas

•• Comm 62.1004 Egress for outdoor areas. Substitute the Comm 62.1004 Egress for outdoor areas. Substitute the 
following wording for the requirements, but not the following wording for the requirements, but not the 
exceptions, in IBC section 1004.8: Yards, patios, courts exceptions, in IBC section 1004.8: Yards, patios, courts 
and similar outdoor areas accessible to and usable by and similar outdoor areas accessible to and usable by 
the building occupants shall be provided with means of the building occupants shall be provided with means of 
egress as required by this chapter. The occupant load egress as required by this chapter. The occupant load 
of such outdoor areas shall be based on the anticipated of such outdoor areas shall be based on the anticipated 
use. Where outdoor areas are to be used by persons in use. Where outdoor areas are to be used by persons in 
addition to the occupants of the building, and the path addition to the occupants of the building, and the path 
of egress travel from the outdoor areas passes through of egress travel from the outdoor areas passes through 
the building, means of egress requirements for the the building, means of egress requirements for the 
building shall be based on the sum of the occupant load building shall be based on the sum of the occupant load 
of the building plus the outdoor areasof the building plus the outdoor areas
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Comm 62.1007 Accessible means Comm 62.1007 Accessible means 
of egressof egress

•• Substitute the following wording for the Substitute the following wording for the 
requirements under IBC section 1007.3 requirements under IBC section 1007.3 
exception 3.: The clear width of 48 inches exception 3.: The clear width of 48 inches 
between handrails and the area of refuge between handrails and the area of refuge 
is not required at exit stairways in is not required at exit stairways in 
buildings or facilities that are equipped buildings or facilities that are equipped 
throughout with an automatic sprinkler throughout with an automatic sprinkler 
system installed in accordance with IBC system installed in accordance with IBC 
section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2
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Comm 62.1008 Doors, gates and Comm 62.1008 Doors, gates and 
turnstilesturnstiles

•• Two SituationsTwo Situations
•• (1) CLEAR DOOR OPENINGS FOR (1) CLEAR DOOR OPENINGS FOR 

NONACCESSIBLE STALLS.NONACCESSIBLE STALLS.
•• (2) DOOR ARRANGEMENT. (2) DOOR ARRANGEMENT. 
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Comm 62.1008 Doors, gates and Comm 62.1008 Doors, gates and 
turnstilesturnstiles

•• (1) CLEAR DOOR OPENINGS FOR (1) CLEAR DOOR OPENINGS FOR 
NONACCESSIBLE STALLS. This is a NONACCESSIBLE STALLS. This is a 
department exception to the department exception to the 
requirements in IBC section 1008.1.1: The requirements in IBC section 1008.1.1: The 
clear door opening for a clear door opening for a nonaccessiblenonaccessible
toilet stall, shower stall, or other similar toilet stall, shower stall, or other similar 
compartment, may be less than compartment, may be less than 
3232−−inches wide.inches wide.
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Comm 62.1008 Doors, gates and Comm 62.1008 Doors, gates and 
turnstilesturnstiles

•• (2) DOOR ARRANGEMENT. This is a (2) DOOR ARRANGEMENT. This is a 
department exception to the department exception to the 
requirements in IBC section 1008.1.7: requirements in IBC section 1008.1.7: 
Where ample maneuvering space is Where ample maneuvering space is 
provided between the doors such that provided between the doors such that 
use by an individual in a wheelchair will use by an individual in a wheelchair will 
not block the operation of the doorsnot block the operation of the doors
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Comm 62.1009 Solid risers not Comm 62.1009 Solid risers not 
requiredrequired

•• Substitute the following wording for Substitute the following wording for 
the exception 2. in IBC section the exception 2. in IBC section 
1009.3.3: Solid risers are not 1009.3.3: Solid risers are not 
required in Group Irequired in Group I−−3, F, H and S 3, F, H and S 
occupancies, other than parking occupancies, other than parking 
structures accessible to the publicstructures accessible to the public
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Comm 62.1014 Exit accessComm 62.1014 Exit access
•• This is a department exception to the requirements in This is a department exception to the requirements in 

IBC section 1014.3: The length of a common path of IBC section 1014.3: The length of a common path of 
egress travel requirements shall not be limited within egress travel requirements shall not be limited within 
townhouse dwelling units provided the townhouse townhouse dwelling units provided the townhouse 
complies with all of the following:complies with all of the following:
(1) The townhouse does not exceed more than 3 stories (1) The townhouse does not exceed more than 3 stories 
above grade plane in height.above grade plane in height.
(2) Each dwelling unit within the townhouse is (2) Each dwelling unit within the townhouse is 
separated from other dwelling units by at least 2separated from other dwelling units by at least 2−−hour hour 
firefire−−resistiveresistive−−ratedrated separation walls constructed in separation walls constructed in 
accordance with the requirements of IBC section 705 accordance with the requirements of IBC section 705 
and do not contain any openings and plumbing and do not contain any openings and plumbing 
equipment or mechanical equipment. The separation equipment or mechanical equipment. The separation 
wall does not have to comply with the structural wall does not have to comply with the structural 
stability requirements of IBC section 705.2 and the stability requirements of IBC section 705.2 and the 
horizontal continuity requirements of IBC section 705.5horizontal continuity requirements of IBC section 705.5
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Comm 62.1015 Refrigerated Comm 62.1015 Refrigerated 
spacesspaces

•• Substitute the following wording for Substitute the following wording for 
the exception in IBC section 1015.5:the exception in IBC section 1015.5:
Where using refrigerants in Where using refrigerants in 
quantities limited to the amounts quantities limited to the amounts 
based on the volume set forth in based on the volume set forth in chch. . 
Comm 45Comm 45
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Comm 62.1016 Exit access Comm 62.1016 Exit access 
travel distancetravel distance

•• (1) Substitute in IBC section 1016.1(1) Substitute in IBC section 1016.1
•• (2) Substitute for exception 3. in IBC (2) Substitute for exception 3. in IBC 

section 1016.1section 1016.1
•• (3)Additional exception to the (3)Additional exception to the 

requirements in IBC section 1016.1requirements in IBC section 1016.1
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Comm 62.1016 (1)Comm 62.1016 (1)
•• Substitute the following wording for the requirements, Substitute the following wording for the requirements, 

but not the exceptions, in IBC section 1016.1:but not the exceptions, in IBC section 1016.1:
(a) Exits shall be so located on each story such that the (a) Exits shall be so located on each story such that the 
maximum length of exit access travel, measured from maximum length of exit access travel, measured from 
the most remote point within a story to the entrance to the most remote point within a story to the entrance to 
an exit along the natural and unobstructed path of an exit along the natural and unobstructed path of 
egress travel, shall not exceed the distances given in egress travel, shall not exceed the distances given in 
Table 1016.1.Table 1016.1.
(b) Where the path of exit access includes unenclosed (b) Where the path of exit access includes unenclosed 
stairways or ramps within the exit access, the distance stairways or ramps within the exit access, the distance 
of travel on such means of egress components shall of travel on such means of egress components shall 
also be included in the travel distance measurement. also be included in the travel distance measurement. 
The measurement along stairways shall be made on a The measurement along stairways shall be made on a 
plane parallel and tangent to the stair tread plane parallel and tangent to the stair tread nosingsnosings in in 
the center of the stairway.the center of the stairway.
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Comm 62.1016 (2)Comm 62.1016 (2)
•• Substitute the following wording for the exception 3. inSubstitute the following wording for the exception 3. in

IBC section 1016.1: In other than occupancy Groups H IBC section 1016.1: In other than occupancy Groups H 
and I, the exit access travel distance to a maximum of and I, the exit access travel distance to a maximum of 
50 percent of the exits is permitted to be measured 50 percent of the exits is permitted to be measured 
from the most remote point within a building to an exit from the most remote point within a building to an exit 
using unenclosed stairways or ramps when connecting using unenclosed stairways or ramps when connecting 
a maximum of 2 stories. The two connected stories a maximum of 2 stories. The two connected stories 
shall be provided with at least two means of egress. shall be provided with at least two means of egress. 
Such interconnected stories shall not be open to other Such interconnected stories shall not be open to other 
stories. The measurement along stairways shall be stories. The measurement along stairways shall be 
made on a plane parallel and tangent to the stair tread made on a plane parallel and tangent to the stair tread 
nosingsnosings in the center of the stairway.in the center of the stairway.
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Comm 62.1016 (3)Comm 62.1016 (3)
•• This is a department exception to the requirements in This is a department exception to the requirements in 

IBC section 1016.1: In other than occupancy Groups H IBC section 1016.1: In other than occupancy Groups H 
and I, exit access travel distance is permitted to be and I, exit access travel distance is permitted to be 
measured from the most remote point within a building measured from the most remote point within a building 
to an exit using unenclosed stairways or ramps in the to an exit using unenclosed stairways or ramps in the 
first and second stories in building equipped first and second stories in building equipped 
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with IBC section 903.3.1.1. The first and accordance with IBC section 903.3.1.1. The first and 
second stories shall be provided with at least two second stories shall be provided with at least two 
means of egress. Such interconnected stories shall not means of egress. Such interconnected stories shall not 
be open to other stories. The measurement alongbe open to other stories. The measurement along
stairways shall be made on a plane parallel and tangent stairways shall be made on a plane parallel and tangent 
to the stair tread to the stair tread nosingsnosings in the center of the stairway.in the center of the stairway.
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Comm 62.1017 Corridor continuityComm 62.1017 Corridor continuity
•• This is a department exception to the This is a department exception to the 

requirements in IBC section 1017.5: Other requirements in IBC section 1017.5: Other 
spaces or rooms constructed as required spaces or rooms constructed as required 
for corridors, and that are adjacent to a for corridors, and that are adjacent to a 
firefire−−resistanceresistance−−ratedrated corridor, shall not corridor, shall not 
be construed as intervening rooms; and be construed as intervening rooms; and 
may be open to the corridor when all of may be open to the corridor when all of 
the following are satisfied:the following are satisfied:
THREE CONDITIONS (1), (2) & (3) . . .THREE CONDITIONS (1), (2) & (3) . . .
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Comm 62.1017 Corridor continuityComm 62.1017 Corridor continuity
•• THREE CONDITIONS (1), (2) & (3) . . .THREE CONDITIONS (1), (2) & (3) . . .
•• (1) The spaces are not occupied for (1) The spaces are not occupied for 

hazardous uses.hazardous uses.
•• (2) The spaces are not occupied for the (2) The spaces are not occupied for the 

incidental uses listed in IBC Table 508.2.incidental uses listed in IBC Table 508.2.
•• (3) The spaces are arranged so as to not (3) The spaces are arranged so as to not 

obstruct access to the required exits.obstruct access to the required exits.
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Comm 62.1019 Minimum Comm 62.1019 Minimum 
number of exitsnumber of exits

•• (1) Substitution IBC section 1019.1(1) Substitution IBC section 1019.1
(2) Department exceptions to the (2) Department exceptions to the 
requirements in  IBC section 1019.1requirements in  IBC section 1019.1
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Comm 62.1019 (1)Comm 62.1019 (1)
•• Substitute the following wording for the Substitute the following wording for the 

requirements in IBC section 1019.1: All rooms requirements in IBC section 1019.1: All rooms 
and spaces within each story shall be provided and spaces within each story shall be provided 
with and have access to the minimum number of with and have access to the minimum number of 
approved independent exits required by Table approved independent exits required by Table 
1019.1 based on the occupant load of the story. 1019.1 based on the occupant load of the story. 
For the purposes of this chapter, occupied roof For the purposes of this chapter, occupied roof 
shall be provided with exits as required for shall be provided with exits as required for 
stories. The required number of exits from any stories. The required number of exits from any 
story, basement or individual space shall bestory, basement or individual space shall be
maintained until arrival at grade or the public maintained until arrival at grade or the public 
way.way.
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Comm 62.1019 (2)Comm 62.1019 (2)

• (2) These are department exceptions 
to the requirements in IBC section 
1019.1:

• 4 exceptions - (a) through (d)
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Comm 62.1019 (2) (a) & (b)Comm 62.1019 (2) (a) & (b)
• (a) As modified by IBC section 

1015.1.
• (b) As modified by IBC section 

1019.2.
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Comm 62.1019 (2) ( c )Comm 62.1019 (2) ( c )
• (c) Rooms and spaces within each 

story provided with and having 
access to a means of egress that 
complies with Exception 3 or 4 in IBC 
section 1016.1 shall not be required to 
be provided the minimum number of 
approved independent exits required 
by Table 1019.1 on each story.
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Comm 62.1019 (2) (d)Comm 62.1019 (2) (d)
• (d) Buildings of Group I−3 

occupancy that are used as guard 
towers, provided the towers are no 
higher than 2 stories above grade, 
accommodate no more than 10 
occupants, and have a travel 
distance of no more than 75 feet.
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Comm 62.1101 DesignComm 62.1101 Design

•• Department rules in addition to the Department rules in addition to the 
requirements in IBC section 1101.2 and requirements in IBC section 1101.2 and 
ICC/ANSI A117.1 sections 1003 and ICC/ANSI A117.1 sections 1003 and 
1004:1004:

•• (1) TYPE A AND TYPE B UNITS (1) TYPE A AND TYPE B UNITS 
•• (2) R(2) R−−2 OCCUPANCY TOILET AND 2 OCCUPANCY TOILET AND 

BATHING ROOMS.BATHING ROOMS.
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Comm 62.1101 Design (1)Comm 62.1101 Design (1)
•• (1) TYPE A AND TYPE B UNITS. (a) (1) TYPE A AND TYPE B UNITS. (a) Circuit Circuit 

breakers. breakers. Circuit breakers, when provided for Circuit breakers, when provided for 
use by tenants in occupancies with dwelling use by tenants in occupancies with dwelling 
and sleeping units, shall comply with ICC/ANSI and sleeping units, shall comply with ICC/ANSI 
A117.1 section 309.2 and 309.3.A117.1 section 309.2 and 309.3.
(b) (b) Doors and doorways. Doors and doorways. A renter of a dwelling A renter of a dwelling 
unit may request the landlord to install lever unit may request the landlord to install lever 
door handles on any doors inside the dwelling door handles on any doors inside the dwelling 
unit or install unit or install singlesingle−−leverlever controls on any controls on any 
plumbing fixtures used by the renter. These plumbing fixtures used by the renter. These 
controls shall be provided and installed by the controls shall be provided and installed by the 
landlord at no additional cost to the renter.landlord at no additional cost to the renter.
Note: These requirements are based language Note: These requirements are based language 
from s. 101.132 (2) (a) 4., Stats.from s. 101.132 (2) (a) 4., Stats.
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Comm 62.1101 Design (2)Comm 62.1101 Design (2)

•• (2) R(2) R−−2 OCCUPANCY TOILET AND BATHING 2 OCCUPANCY TOILET AND BATHING 
ROOMS. (a) When toilet and bathing rooms are ROOMS. (a) When toilet and bathing rooms are 
provided in dwelling units and sleeping units provided in dwelling units and sleeping units 
within an Rwithin an R−−2 occupancy the rooms shall 2 occupancy the rooms shall 
conform to ICC/ANSI A117.1 section 1004.11.3.2 conform to ICC/ANSI A117.1 section 1004.11.3.2 
and with the and with the reqmtreqmt’’ss specified under par. (b).specified under par. (b).
(b) The minimum clear floor space provided at (b) The minimum clear floor space provided at 
bathtubs and transfer showers shall be designed bathtubs and transfer showers shall be designed 
to facilitate a person using a wheelchair to reach to facilitate a person using a wheelchair to reach 
and operate the bathtub or transfer shower and operate the bathtub or transfer shower 
controls without entering the bathtub or transfer controls without entering the bathtub or transfer 
showershower
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Comm 62.1103 Scoping Comm 62.1103 Scoping 
requirementsrequirements

•• (1) DETACHED BUILDINGS. The requirements (1) DETACHED BUILDINGS. The requirements 
in IBC section 1103.2.4 are not included as part in IBC section 1103.2.4 are not included as part 
of this code.of this code.
(2) LIMITED ACCESS SPACES. Substitute the (2) LIMITED ACCESS SPACES. Substitute the 
following wording for the requirements in IBC following wording for the requirements in IBC 
section 1103.2.8: (a) Storage spaces that do not section 1103.2.8: (a) Storage spaces that do not 
include permanent workstations, are include permanent workstations, are 
infrequently accessed by employees, and are infrequently accessed by employees, and are 
not open to the general public are not required not open to the general public are not required 
to be accessible.to be accessible.
(b) (b) NonoccupiableNonoccupiable spaces accessed only by spaces accessed only by 
ladders, catwalks, crawl spaces, freight ladders, catwalks, crawl spaces, freight 
elevators, very narrow passageways, or tunnels elevators, very narrow passageways, or tunnels 
are not required to be accessibleare not required to be accessible
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Comm 62.1104 Accessible Comm 62.1104 Accessible 
routeroute

•• (1) GOVERNMENT(1) GOVERNMENT−−
OWNED OR OWNED OR −−OPERATED FACILITIES. OPERATED FACILITIES. 

•• (2) TWO STORY BUILDINGS OR FACILITIES. (2) TWO STORY BUILDINGS OR FACILITIES. 
Substitute the following wording for exception Substitute the following wording for exception 
4. under IBC section 1104.4:4. under IBC section 1104.4:
Where a two story building or facility, including Where a two story building or facility, including 
a a governmentgovernment−−ownedowned or or −−operated building or operated building or 
facility, has one story with an occupant load of facility, has one story with an occupant load of 
five or fewer persons that does not contain five or fewer persons that does not contain 
public use space, that story shall not be public use space, that story shall not be 
required to be connected to the story above or required to be connected to the story above or 
below.below.
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Comm 62.1107 General Comm 62.1107 General 
dwelling unit and sleeping unit dwelling unit and sleeping unit 

exceptions.exceptions.

•• (1) GROUP I.(1) GROUP I.
•• (2) GROUP R.(2) GROUP R.
•• (3) SITE IMPRACTICALITY.(3) SITE IMPRACTICALITY.
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Comm 62.1107 (1) Group IComm 62.1107 (1) Group I
•• (1) GROUP I.(1) GROUP I.
•• Three substitutions are providedThree substitutions are provided
•• (a) (a) Group IGroup I−−1.1.

(b) (b) Group IGroup I−−2 nursing homes. 2 nursing homes. 
(c) (c) Group IGroup I−−2 hospitals. 2 hospitals. 
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Comm 62.1107 (1) Group IComm 62.1107 (1) Group I--11
•• (a) (a) Group IGroup I−−1. 1. Substitute the Substitute the 

following wording for the following wording for the 
requirements, but not the exception, requirements, but not the exception, 
in IBC section 1107.5.1.2: In in IBC section 1107.5.1.2: In 
structures with three or more structures with three or more 
dwelling or sleeping units intended dwelling or sleeping units intended 
to be occupied as a residence, every to be occupied as a residence, every 
dwelling and sleeping unit intended dwelling and sleeping unit intended 
to be occupied as a residence shall to be occupied as a residence shall 
be a Type B unit.be a Type B unit.



106

Comm 62.1107 (1) Comm 62.1107 (1) NursNurs’’gg HomeHome
•• (b) (b) Group IGroup I−−2 nursing homes. 2 nursing homes. 

Substitute the following wording for Substitute the following wording for 
the requirement, but not the the requirement, but not the 
exception, in IBC section 1107.5.2.2: exception, in IBC section 1107.5.2.2: 
In structures with three or more In structures with three or more 
dwelling or sleeping units intended dwelling or sleeping units intended 
to be occupied as a residence, every to be occupied as a residence, every 
dwelling and sleeping unit intended dwelling and sleeping unit intended 
to be occupied as a residence shall to be occupied as a residence shall 
be a Type B unit.be a Type B unit.
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Comm 62.1107 (1) HospitalComm 62.1107 (1) Hospital
•• (c) (c) Group IGroup I−−2 hospitals. 2 hospitals. Substitute Substitute 

the following wording for the the following wording for the 
requirement, but not the exception, requirement, but not the exception, 
in IBC section 1107.5.3.2: in IBC section 1107.5.3.2: 
In structures with three or more In structures with three or more 
dwelling or sleeping units intended dwelling or sleeping units intended 
to be occupied as a residence, every to be occupied as a residence, every 
dwelling and sleeping unit intended dwelling and sleeping unit intended 
to be occupied as a residence shall to be occupied as a residence shall 
be a Type B unit.be a Type B unit.
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Comm 62.1107 (2)  Group RComm 62.1107 (2)  Group R

•• (a) (a) Group RGroup R−−1.1.
•• (b) (b) Group RGroup R−−2.2.
•• (c) (c) Group RGroup R−−4. 4. 
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Comm 62.1107 (2)  Group RComm 62.1107 (2)  Group R--11
•• (a) (a) Group RGroup R−−1. 1. Substitute the following Substitute the following 

wording for the requirement, but not the wording for the requirement, but not the 
exception, in IBC section 1107.6.1.2: In exception, in IBC section 1107.6.1.2: In 
structures with three or more dwelling or structures with three or more dwelling or 
sleeping units intended to be occupied as sleeping units intended to be occupied as 
a residence, every dwelling anda residence, every dwelling and
sleeping unit intended to be occupied as a sleeping unit intended to be occupied as a 
residence shall be aresidence shall be a
Type B unit.Type B unit.
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Comm 62.1107 (2)  Group RComm 62.1107 (2)  Group R--22
•• (b) (b) Group RGroup R−−2.2.
•• Two Separate provisions exist for two Two Separate provisions exist for two 

types of Rtypes of R--2 buildings2 buildings
•• 1. 1. ‘‘Apartment houses, monasteries Apartment houses, monasteries 

and convents.and convents.’’
2. 2. ‘‘Boarding houses, dormitories, Boarding houses, dormitories, 
fraternity houses and sorority fraternity houses and sorority 
houses.houses.’’



111

Comm 62.1107 (2)  RComm 62.1107 (2)  R--2 # 12 # 1
•• 1. 1. ‘‘Apartment houses, monasteries and Apartment houses, monasteries and 

convents.convents.’’ Substitute the following Substitute the following 
wording for the requirement, but not the wording for the requirement, but not the 
exception, in IBC section 1107.6.2.1.2: exception, in IBC section 1107.6.2.1.2: 
Where there are three or more dwelling Where there are three or more dwelling 
units or sleeping units intended to be units or sleeping units intended to be 
occupied as a residence in a single occupied as a residence in a single 
structure, every dwelling unit and sleeping structure, every dwelling unit and sleeping 
unit intended to be occupied as a unit intended to be occupied as a 
residence shall be a Type B unit.residence shall be a Type B unit.
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Comm 62.1107 (2)  RComm 62.1107 (2)  R--2 #22 #2
•• 2. 2. ‘‘Boarding houses, dormitories, Boarding houses, dormitories, 

fraternity houses and sorority houses.fraternity houses and sorority houses.’’
Substitute the following wording for the Substitute the following wording for the 
requirement, but not the exception, in IBC requirement, but not the exception, in IBC 
section 1107.6.2.2.2: Where there are three section 1107.6.2.2.2: Where there are three 
or more dwelling units or sleeping units or more dwelling units or sleeping units 
intended to be occupied as a residence in intended to be occupied as a residence in 
a single structure, every dwelling unit and a single structure, every dwelling unit and 
sleeping unit intended to be occupied as a sleeping unit intended to be occupied as a 
residence shall be a Type B unit.residence shall be a Type B unit.
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Comm 62.1107 (2)  Group RComm 62.1107 (2)  Group R
•• (c) (c) Group RGroup R−−4. 4. Substitute the following Substitute the following 

wording for the requirement, but not the wording for the requirement, but not the 
exception, in IBC section 1107.6.4.2: In exception, in IBC section 1107.6.4.2: In 
structures with three or more dwelling or structures with three or more dwelling or 
sleeping units intended to be occupied as sleeping units intended to be occupied as 
a residence, every dwelling and sleeping a residence, every dwelling and sleeping 
unit intended to be occupied as a unit intended to be occupied as a 
residence shall be a Type B unit.residence shall be a Type B unit.
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Comm 62.1107 (3) SITE Comm 62.1107 (3) SITE 
IMPRACTICALITY IMPRACTICALITY 

•• (a) (a) Petition for variance. Petition for variance. This is a department This is a department 
rule in addition to the requirements in IBC rule in addition to the requirements in IBC 
section 1107.7.4: In accordance with s. 101.132 section 1107.7.4: In accordance with s. 101.132 
(2) (b) 4. and (c) 2., Stats., the owner may (2) (b) 4. and (c) 2., Stats., the owner may 
request a reduction in the number of Type A or request a reduction in the number of Type A or 
Type B dwelling units due to site impracticality Type B dwelling units due to site impracticality 
through the petition for variance procedures through the petition for variance procedures 
specified in specified in chch. Comm 61.. Comm 61.
(b) Condition. Substitute the following wording (b) Condition. Substitute the following wording 
for condition 1 under IBC section 1107.7.4: Not for condition 1 under IBC section 1107.7.4: Not 
less than 50% of the units required by IBC less than 50% of the units required by IBC 
section 1107.7.1 on the site are Type A or Typesection 1107.7.1 on the site are Type A or Type
B unitsB units
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Comm 62.1110 SignageComm 62.1110 Signage

•• (1) PUBLIC PARKING.(1) PUBLIC PARKING.
•• (2) DIRECTIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL (2) DIRECTIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL 

SIGNS. SIGNS. 
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Comm 62.1110 SignageComm 62.1110 Signage
•• (1) PUBLIC PARKING. (a) (1) PUBLIC PARKING. (a) General.General.

Substitute the following wording for the requirements Substitute the following wording for the requirements 
for location 1 in IBC section 1110.1: Except as specified for location 1 in IBC section 1110.1: Except as specified 
par. (b), accessible parking spaces required in IBC par. (b), accessible parking spaces required in IBC 
section 1106 for the general public shall be identified section 1106 for the general public shall be identified 
with a sign complying with the accessible parking sign with a sign complying with the accessible parking sign 
requirements specified in s. Trans 200.07.requirements specified in s. Trans 200.07.
(b) (b) Exceptions. Exceptions. 1. 1. ‘‘Small parking facilities.Small parking facilities.’’ Accessible Accessible 
parking spaces required by IBC section 1106.1 are not parking spaces required by IBC section 1106.1 are not 
required to be signed when the total number of parking required to be signed when the total number of parking 
spaces provided is four or less.spaces provided is four or less.
2. 2. ‘‘Employee and resident parking.Employee and resident parking.’’ Accessible parkingAccessible parking
facilities identified for use only by employees of any facilities identified for use only by employees of any 
building or facility or by tenants in Group Rbuilding or facility or by tenants in Group R−−2 2 
occupancies may be identified with signs other than occupancies may be identified with signs other than 
the s. Trans 200.07 signs.the s. Trans 200.07 signs.
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Comm 62.1110 SignageComm 62.1110 Signage
•• (2) DIRECTIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL (2) DIRECTIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL 

SIGNS. (a) Substitute the following wording for SIGNS. (a) Substitute the following wording for 
the introductory paragraph of IBC sectionthe introductory paragraph of IBC section
1110.3: Signs indicating directional 1110.3: Signs indicating directional 
information or information about functional information or information about functional 
spaces or signage indicating special spaces or signage indicating special 
accessibility provisions shall be provided as accessibility provisions shall be provided as 
follows:follows:
(b) This is a department informational note to (b) This is a department informational note to 
be used under IBC section 1110.3be used under IBC section 1110.3

•• Note: Refer to s. 101.123, Stats., for Note: Refer to s. 101.123, Stats., for 
requirements for designating smoking areas.requirements for designating smoking areas.
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Comm 62.1200 Carbon Comm 62.1200 Carbon 
monoxide alarmsmonoxide alarms

•• Department additional rules for IBC chapter 12Department additional rules for IBC chapter 12
•• (1) DEFINITIONS. (a) (1) DEFINITIONS. (a) ““Dwelling unitDwelling unit””, (b) , (b) 

““FuelFuel−−burningburning applianceappliance””, (c) , (c) ““Residential Residential 
buildingbuilding””, (d) , (d) ““Sealed combustion applianceSealed combustion appliance””, , 
and (e) and (e) ““Sleeping areaSleeping area””
(2) INSTALLATION. (2) INSTALLATION. 
(3) MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS.(3) MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS.
(4) ORDERS. (4) ORDERS. 
(5) PENALTIES(5) PENALTIES
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Carbon Monoxide DetectorsCarbon Monoxide Detectors
• History

– Emergency Rules issued on 
9/3/2008 as a result of Legislation

– Normal Rules followed 6/1/2009
– Modifications to be within fire 

package as a result of public 
hearing comments (PH 12/18/09)
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Comm 62 – Title Page  

WCBC Page 27WCBC Page 27
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Comm 62  
WCBC Page 28WCBC Page 28
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WCBC Page 29WCBC Page 29
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Law & Emergency
– The Emergency Rule implements the mandates 

imposed by 2007 Wisconsin Act 205 regarding the 
installation and maintenance of carbon monoxide 
alarms. Affects the owners of commercial buildings 
where people sleep or are lodged and all tourist room 
houses (rental cabins) where fuel burning appliances 
are installed. Comm. Bld’g types affected include 
apartment bldgs., condo’s, hotels, motels, fraternities, 
sororities, dorm’s, convents, seminaries, community 
based residential facilities, home shelters and bed and 
breakfast establishments.

– Not Hospitals and Nursing Homes
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CO Det. Req’s. – Helpful Tool
http://commerce.wi.gov/SBdocs/SB-FireProtecCarbMono0908.pdf
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Act 205 & Carbon Monoxide 
(CO) Detectors

• Who
• What 
• Where
• When
• Why
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When Regulating, Why Always 
Comes First

• The Obvious - Carbon monoxide is 
dangerous

• The Rules “2007 Wisconsin Act 
205.”
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Why?
• Carbon monoxide is the leading cause of 

accidental poisoning deaths in the United 
States. The federal Centers for Disease 
Control estimates CO poisoning annually 
claims nearly 500 lives, and causes more than 
15,000 visits to hospital emergency rooms.

Carbon monoxide is dangerous! Thus “2007 
Wisconsin Act 205.”
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WHO MUST - COMMERCIAL
• Owners of newly constructed 

“commercial” residential 
buildings that have fuel burning 
appliances must arrange for the 
installation of carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms

• Limited Retroactivity – more later
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WHO MUST – 1 & 2 FAMILY
• Owners of newly constructed “UDC”

buildings that are licensed as Tourist 
Rooming Houses and also contain fuel-
burning appliances must arrange for 
the installation of carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms

• Limited Retroactivity – more later
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Significant Point

• If there are no fuel burning 
appliances in a building there 
is no requirement to install 
carbon monoxide (CO) 
alarms anywhere within that 
building
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WHO SHOULD?
• Most one- and two-family 

dwellings are not included in the 
regulations, although installing 
CO alarms in those homes is 
recommended.
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WHAT
• Carbon Monoxide detectors/alarms that 

bear the UL listing mark or the mark of 
any independent product safety 
certification organization

• Includes both:
–Single- and multiple-station CO alarms
–Carbon monoxide detectors and their 

related systems and components
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WHAT - Alarm
– Alarm is an assembly that 

incorporates a sensor, control 
components, and an alarm notification 
appliance in one unit operated from a 
power source either located in the unit 
or obtained at the point of installation.
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WHAT – Alarm (cont.)
– Single- and multiple-station alarm –

What’s the Dif?
– A multiple-station alarm is a single-

station alarm capable of being 
interconnected to one or more 
additional alarms so that the actuation 
of one causes the alarm signal to 
operate in all the other interconnected 
alarms.
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WHAT – Detector

– Detector is the device having a 
sensor that responds to carbon 
monoxide and that is connected to 
an alarm control unit of a detection 
& alarm system
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WHAT – Detector (cont)
– Systems consist of a control unit, 

components (think detector, horns, 
strobes, etc.) & circuits arranged to 
monitor & annunciate the status of 
CO initiating devices and to initiate 
the appropriate response to those 
signals.
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WHAT – Power Source
• New construction – Must be type that is 

wired into the building’s electrical service 
and provided w/ battery backup.

• Existing – OK to use any type, including   
electrical outlet plug-in types or battery 
operated types
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Where – 1 & 2 Family 
• CO alarms are only required to be 

installed in those new “UDC” Building 
that are used as a Tourist Rooming 
House and also  contain fuel-burning 
appliances.  Those types of buildings are 
also commonly called Tourist Cabins. 
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Tourist Rooming House
• Incl’s all cabins & cottages where 

sleeping accommodations are offered for 
pay to tourists or transients.

• NOT bed and breakfast establishmt’s
regulated under ch. HFS 197

• NOT private boarding or rooming houses 
that are not accommodating tourists or 
transients
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Where - Commercial
• CO alarms are to be installed in most new 

"residential” Commercial Bldg’s that contain 
fuel-burning appliances. Includes tourist rooming 
houses/cabins, bed and breakfast establishments, 
and any public building used for sleeping  or 
lodging, such as hotels, motels, condo’s, 
apartment bldg’s,  dorm’s,  fraternities, 
sororities, convents, seminaries, community-
based residential facilities, and homeless shelters.
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Not required in . . .

• Hospitals and nursing homes
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Where within a building?
5 Locations

• INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) 
Except as provided in par. (b), the owner of a 
residential building shall install a carbon 
monoxide detector in all of the following 
places not later than the date specified under 
par. (c):
–1. In the basement of the building if the 

basement has a fuel-burning appliance.
[Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)][Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)]
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Where in the Bld’g? (cont.)
• 2. Within 15 feet of each sleeping area of a 

unit that has a fuel-burning appliance.
• 3. Within 15 feet of each sleeping area of a 

unit that is immediately adjacent to a unit 
that has a fuel burning appliance.

[Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)][Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)]
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Where in Bldg.? (cont.)
• 4. In each room that has a fuel-burning 

appliance and that is not used as a 
sleeping area. A carbon monoxide 
detector shall be installed under this 
subdivision not more than 75 feet from 
the fuel burning appliance.

[Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)][Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)]
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Where in Bldg.? (cont.)
• 5. In each hallway leading from a unit 

that has a fuel-burning appliance, in a 
location that is within 75 feet from the 
unit, except that, if there is no electrical 
outlet within this distance, the owner 
shall place the carbon monoxide 
detector at the closest available 
electrical outlet in the hallway.

[Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)][Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)]
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Where in Bldg.? (cont.)

• (b) If a unit is not part of a 
multiunit building, the owner of 
the residential building need not 
install more than one carbon 
monoxide detector in the unit.

[Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)][Refer to 101.149 (2) & (3)]
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Where in the Bld’g –
Exceptions For Existing?

 Allows the omission of CO alarms provided 
there are no attached garages and all of the 
fuel burning appliances are of sealed 
combustion type either under warranty or 
annually inspected for CO emissions. 
[Comm 62.1200(2)(a)5.]

 Allows any power source if required
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When – New
• Since October 1, 2008, carbon 

monoxide (CO) alarms must be 
installed as a part of the new 
construction in Wisconsin’s 
“commercial” residential bldg’s and 
the select (tourist rooming only) 
UDC bldg’s which have fuel burning 
appliances.
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When – Retroactivity
[1 & 2 Family]

• Reqmt’s for 1 & 2 family tourist room’g
houses and cabins that exist on October 1, 
2008, or receiving plan approval prior to 
October 1, 2008  (Act 205 itself, not the 
emergency rules, puts in place the 
retroactive requirements):

– Installation of carbon monoxide alarms 
by April 1, 2010
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When – retroactivity [Commercial]

• Reqmt’s for commercial residential 
buildings that exist on October 1, 2008, or 
receiving plan approval prior to October 
1, 2008  (Act 205 itself, not the emergency 
rules, puts in place the retroactive 
requirements):

– Installation of carbon monoxide alarms 
by April 1, 2010
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Comm 62.1204 Interior Comm 62.1204 Interior 
environmentenvironment..

•• Substitute the following wording for Substitute the following wording for 
the requirements and exception in the requirements and exception in 
IBC section 1204.1: Interior spaces IBC section 1204.1: Interior spaces 
intended for human occupancy shall intended for human occupancy shall 
conform to the IMCconform to the IMC
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Comm 62.1206 Court drainage.Comm 62.1206 Court drainage...

•• Substitute the following wording and Substitute the following wording and 
informational note for the requirements informational note for the requirements 
in IBC section 1206.3.3: The bottom of in IBC section 1206.3.3: The bottom of 
every court shall be properly graded and every court shall be properly graded and 
drained.drained.
Note: See Note: See chch. Comm 82 for requirements . Comm 82 for requirements 
for storm water pipingfor storm water piping
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Comm 62.1210 Toilet roomsComm 62.1210 Toilet rooms..
•• Department rules in addition to the Department rules in addition to the 

requirements in IBC section 1210.5:requirements in IBC section 1210.5:
(1) PRIVACY AND ACCESS (1) PRIVACY AND ACCESS 
(2) EXCEPTIONS.(2) EXCEPTIONS.
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Comm 62.1210 Toilet roomsComm 62.1210 Toilet rooms..
•• (1) PRIVACY AND ACCESS. Every toilet (1) PRIVACY AND ACCESS. Every toilet 

room shall be enclosed and separated room shall be enclosed and separated 
from other areas of the building in a from other areas of the building in a 
manner that will ensure privacy of the manner that will ensure privacy of the 
users of the toilet rooms. Restriction ofusers of the toilet rooms. Restriction of
access to toilet rooms, such as by use of access to toilet rooms, such as by use of 
key locks or other similar devices, is key locks or other similar devices, is 
prohibited, except as provided in sub. prohibited, except as provided in sub. 
(2).(2).
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Comm 62.1210 Toilet roomsComm 62.1210 Toilet rooms..

•• (2) EXCEPTIONS. (a) Toilet rooms for a (2) EXCEPTIONS. (a) Toilet rooms for a 
service or filling station that are service or filling station that are 
accessed from the exterior may be key accessed from the exterior may be key 
locked.locked.
(b) A (b) A selfself−−serviceservice filling station that has filling station that has 
a keya key−− or or cardcard−−operatedoperated fuel dispensing fuel dispensing 
device which can be used while the device which can be used while the 
station is unattended by an employee is station is unattended by an employee is 
not required to have toilet rooms not required to have toilet rooms 
available during the unattended periods.available during the unattended periods.
(c) (c) SingleSingle−−occupantoccupant toilet rooms may toilet rooms may 
have privacy lockshave privacy locks
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End End Part II of IIIPart II of III

•• Part III of III continues with the Part III of III continues with the 
refresher on Wisconsinisms to refresher on Wisconsinisms to 
the IBC portion [Ch. Comm 62] of the IBC portion [Ch. Comm 62] of 
the WCBC beginning with the WCBC beginning with 
Chapter 14 of the IBCChapter 14 of the IBC


