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Contractor Certifications and 
Registrations

Building and Dwelling Contractors

Jim Quast
Department of Commerce

Program Manager, Safety and Buildings Division
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Dwelling and Building Contractors

 Department of 
Commerce Credentials 
covered under chapter 
Comm 5
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Dwelling and Building Contractors

 Building Contractor
 Dwelling Contractor
 Dwelling Contractor 

Qualifier

 Comm 5.30
 Comm 5.31
 Comm 5.315
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Dwelling and Building Contractors

 “Business” credential
 Entity
 Corporation
 Sole Proprietorship
 Company
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Dwelling Contractors

 Dwelling Contractor 
Certification – business 
credential
One year term

 Dwelling Contractor 
Qualifier Certification –
individual credential
Two year term
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Dwelling Contractors

Contractor Qualifier:
 Responsible for 

education obligations
 Implemented on 

January 1, 2008
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Dwelling Contractors

Dwelling Contractor and 
Qualifier Certifications

 Required to obtain a 
building permit for work 
on one- or two family 
dwelling – if not the 
occupant-owner

 s. 101.654, Wis. 
Statutes
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Dwelling Contractors

Building Permits required:
 New One- or Two- Family Dwelling
 Additions or Alterations at the discretion of 

the municipality
 Excludes, electrical, plumbing or HVAC work
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Dwelling Contractors

Contractor Prerequisites:
 Liability insurance or bond
 Attest to compliance with worker’s 

compensation and unemployment insurance 
requirements
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Dwelling Contractors

Responsibilities include:
 Not contract with another person or business 

unless they hold the appropriate business 
credential with Safety and Buildings.
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Dwelling Contractors

Qualifier Prerequisites:
 12-hour approved course with tests (third 

party) covering:
 Construction law
 Construction codes
 Construction business practices

 Renewal:
 12  hours of continuing education work
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Dwelling Contractors
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Dwelling Contractors
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Dwelling Contractor-Qualifiers
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Dwelling Contractors
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Dwelling Contractors

Contractor
 Application Fee $15
 Credential Fee $25

One year term

Qualifier
 Application Fee $15
 Credential Fee $30

Two year term
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Building Contractors

Registration
July 1, 2009

Any person or entity 
engaged in 

“construction business”
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Building Contractors

Construction business that affects:
 Public Buildings
 Places of employment
 One and two family dwellings built since 

12/01/78
 Public swimming pools and water 

attractions
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Building Contractors

“Construction business” means a trade that 
installs, alters, or repairs any building 
component, material or device that is 
regulated under the commercial building 
code, chs. Comm 60 to 66, the uniform 
dwelling code, chs. Comm 20 to 25, the 
electrical code, ch. Comm 16, the plumbing 
code, chs. Comm 81 to 87, or the public 
swimming pools and water attractions code, 
ch. Comm 90.
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Building Contractors

“Construction business”
does not include the 
design of the structure, 
the delivery of building 
supplies o materials, or 
the manufacture of a 
building product not on 
the building site.
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Building Contractors
Exemptions - do not need the Building Contractor 

Registration if the entity holds any of these:
 Dwelling Contractor Certification
 Dwelling Contractor- Restricted Certification
 Manufactured Home Dealer License
 Manufactured Home Installer License
 Manufactured Home Manufacturer License
 Electrical Contractor Certification
 Electrical Contractor – Restricted Certification
 HVAC Contractor Registration
 Elevator Contractor License
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Building Contractors

Exemption:
A person or entity that 

works only on real 
estate or property they 
own or lease.
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Building Contractors
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Building Contractors
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Building Contractors
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Building Contractors
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Building Contractors

 $100 credential fee if application completed online.
 $115 credential fee if application is mailed.
 Approved for 4 years from the date issued.
 Attest to compliance with worker’s compensation 

and unemployment insurance requirements.
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Building Contractors

Responsibilities:
 Include the BCR registration number on all 

construction bids and contracts.
 Not contract with another person or business unless 

they hold the appropriate business credential with 
Safety and Buildings.

 Cannot work on commercial projects where the 
municipality requires permits until the permit is 
obtained.

 If plan approval is required, cannot start construction 
until plan approval has been obtained
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Building Contractors

 Code development participation
 Code change notifications
 Policy or procedure change notifications
 Product recalls – CPSC notifications
 Obligations related to other state agencies
 Information about federal laws and rules
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Building Contractors
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Building Contractors

 Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection
--Contract Laws

 Department of Revenue
--Delinquent taxes

 Department of Workforce Development
--Workers Compensation Insurance
--Unemployment Insurance
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Additional Information

 Act 28, the budget act, effective June 29, 
2009

 Section 2155m establishes 101.147 of the 
statutes titled Contractor Registration

 Treatment Section 9410 of the Act 
establishes January 1, 2010 as the effective 
date of section 2155m
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Additional Information

 You can view the credential status of all 
subcontractors and other contractors on our 
website.

http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-CredList.html
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Additional Information

General Credential Questions
Contact the Credentialing Unit at 608-261-8467 or by email at 

madisoncred@commerce.state.wi.us
Visit our website

http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-
BuildingContractorProgram.html

Code Related Questions
Contact Jim Quast, Program Manager at 608-266-9292 or by 

email at jquast@commerce.state.wi.us
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Time to Ponder and Think


