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OFFICIAL CODE INTERPRETATION

This interpretation supercedes all previous interpretations on this subject.

CODE SECTION: Comm. 14.004 Adoption of Model Fire Code (b) Alternative Model Fire Code.  Upon written request from a municipality, the Department may grant by written special order the use of the International Fire Code – 2000 in lieu of NFPA 1 and subch III of this chapter, provided that IFC chapters 3 to 10, 12-21, 23 to 29, 36 and 39 to 42 have been adopted by ordinance.

QUESTION: Does Comm. 14.004 (1) (b) allow for the simultaneous of NFPA 1 and the IFC?

ANSWER: No: Comm. 14.004 (1) (b) states “…the Department may grant by written special order the use of the International Fire Code – 2000 in lieu of NFPA 1 and subchapter 3 of this code”(emphasis added).  Webster’s Dictionary defines lieu as: In place of, instead of. Thus the intent of the code language was to limit the enforcement of and application of only one fire code.

Question:  If a municipality wishes to use both NFPA 1 and the International Fire Code how may that be accomplished?
Answer:  If  a municipality already has a special order to use the IFC, the municipality must request in writing that the department rescind its special order. With that being accomplished, the International Fire Code must be adopted by local ordinance. As noted in Statute and Wisconsin Administrative Code local ordinances cannot be in conflict with the State adopted Fire Code. (See Comm. 14.003 (4) for guidance.) 
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