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Your Business may need a Liquefied 
Gas Supplier License August 1, 2009

❧ WHO, WHAT, WHEN, HOW & WHERE ?
❧ The new Wisconsin liquefied gas supplier regulations will 

go into effect on August 1, 2009. Anyone engaged in the 
filling and supplying of propane may need to review 
Chapter Comm 40, Gas Systems and the license 
requirement details in the Chapter Comm 5, Licenses, 
Certifications and Registrations code.  The code section 
Comm 5.73 indicates that either a “liquefied gas supplier”
or a “liquefied gas supplier - restricted” license may be 
necessary.  Hopefully, this notice will allow sufficient time 
for businesses to comply with the rule in advance of the 
actual deadline and provide guidance and understanding to 
those affected.

Hand 
Out

Hand 
Out
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License
❧ WHO …… is affected?
❧ Anyone who engages in the business of filling 

liquefied petroleum gas “LPG” containers with 
gas intended as fuel to be used directly from the 
container should obtain a license. When engaging 
in this activity one should obtain either the 
liquefied gas supplier or the liquefied gas 
supplier - restricted license. Most likely all 
existing bulk retail LPG distribution facilities, 
campsite facilities, hardware stores, outdoor 
appliance dealers, and LP gas grill supply centers 
that fill liquefied gas containers will need to obtain 
the license.
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License

❧Continued from previous slide
❧License is not required:
❧For filling containers with liquefied 

petroleum gas for the person’s or entity’s 
own use such as a storage warehouse with a 
fleet of LPG fork lift-trucks filled on site. 

❧For a business that fills containers that have 
a water capacity of less than 4 pounds.
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License

❧WHAT …… is the license and what are the 
requirements/qualifications?

❧Liquefied Gas Supplier License: Comm 5.73(1) (a) 
for the person engaged in the business of filling 
containers with liquefied petroleum gas that is 
intended to be used directly from the containers as 
fuel. 

❧This license has a 2YR-Term/renewal, $15.00-Initial 
application fee + 60.00 License fee / Total  - $75.00
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License

❧Liquefied Gas Supplier–Restricted License: 
Comm 5.73(1) (b) the person who holds “restricted”
license shall be limited to filling only department of 
transportation cylinders with liquefied petroleum 
gas.

❧This license has a 2YR-Term/renewal, $15.00-Initial 
application fee + 40.00 License fee / Total  - $55.00
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License
❧WHEN …… are the new licensing rules effective?

❧ Pursuant to 2007 Wisconsin Act 203: A liquefied gas supplier or 
liquefied gas supplier-restricted license is required AUGUST 1, 
2009. About May 1, 2009, the Safety and Buildings Division 
Credential unit will be prepared to accept, process and issue the 
new liquefied gas supplier license(s).

❧ Although the license is not mandatory until August 1, 2009, 
most applicants should take advantage of this opportunity to 
submit early. Proof of responsibility w/application must be 
provided and The Certificate Holder is:  DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE, SAFETY & BUILDINGS, PO BOX 7082, 
MADISON, WI  53707-7082.  (NOTE:  the certificate holder 
information is usually located in the lower left hand corner on 
the certificate); 
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License
❧HOW …… does one obtain the license? (Details are found 

on application) (See Handout)

❧ The application form will be available from the internet 
approximately May 1, 2009 at the following link:      
Application link: http://www.commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-
DivCodesListing.html

❧ Applicants should complete the application, attach the 
correct fee and provide all necessary documentation to 
prove requirements for the license are met. One may contact 
the Credential office at 608-261-8500 to request an 
application.
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License
❧WHERE …… are requirements? 

❧Applicable code language can be found in Comm 5, 
Licenses, Certifications and Registrations (specific 
section 5.73) and the Comm 40, Gas Systems code.  
Electronic copies are available from the following 
link:  Codes on Internet:  
http://www.commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-
DivCodesListing.html
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Liquefied Gas Supplier License
❧ Continued for previous page

❧ It is also important to realize that a special note was created 
in each of the specific credential section(s) listed below: 

❧ Comm 5.31(4)(c) Dwelling contractors

❧ Comm 5.70(4)     HVAC contractors

❧ Comm 5.71(4) HVAC qualifiers

❧ Comm 5.73(4)(c) Liquefied gas suppliers

❧ The note indicates utilizing the form SBD-9656-E 
(attached) to document responsibilities as required in Comm 
5 and in accordance with s 101.16(4) (a) Stats. 

Hand Out
SBD-
9656

Hand Out
SBD-
9656
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Propane Safety Act
Requirements

Who’s Covered:
• Retailers who fill propane containers (4 lbs. water capacity 

and greater) for another person’s use
» DOT Cylinders 
» ASME pressure vessels
» RV filling stations

Who’s Excluded:
• Exchange cage operators without a fill station
• Businesses/Individuals that fill containers for their own 

use
• Business that offer propane contacts that are delivered by 

another supplier
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Propane Safety Act

1. A state minimum financial responsibility 
requirement

2. “Retail Supplier” licensing

3. Duty-to-warn/Reverse duty-to-warn

4. Diggers Hotline disclosure to users of 
propane gas systems
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Propane Safety Act 

Cylinder/RV Fillers 
Must:

1. Obtain a license ($40)
every two year term

2. Meet the  $500,000 per 
occurrence; 
$1,000,000 annual 
aggregate minimum 
financial responsibility 
requirement
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Propane Safety Act 

Acceptable Financial Responsibility Acceptable Financial Responsibility 
Instruments:Instruments:

●● Commercial general liability Commercial general liability 
insuranceinsurance

●● Surety bondSurety bond
●● Irrevocable letter of creditIrrevocable letter of credit

Financial Responsibility Must:Financial Responsibility Must: Provide Provide 
coverage for thirdcoverage for third--party bodily injury and party bodily injury and 
property damage resulting from the release property damage resulting from the release 
of a liquefied petroleum gas.of a liquefied petroleum gas.

60-day 
notice
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Propane Safety Act

Fillers of ASME and other
containers

1. Obtain a license 

2. Meet the  $1,000,000 per 
occurrence; $2,000,000 annual 
aggregate minimum financial 
responsibility requirement

3. Provide, prior to 1st delivery, 
and then annually, a notice to 
customers of their obligation to 
call if there is or will be a 
planned interruption of service 
(reverse-duty-to-warn)
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Propane Safety Act

Elements of the notice:
❧ Supplier’s contact 

information
❧ Purpose of notice
❧ What a propane gas 

system is
❧ Reporting triggers
❧ A copy of the law

❧ “Propane Gas 
System”

❧ One or more 
containers

❧ Total water capacity 
of 100 gallons or 
more

❧ All components to 
the point of 
connection to a 
device designed to 
consume the gas

Retail Supplier Notice to Customers with a Retail Supplier Notice to Customers with a 
propane gas system (Wis. Stats.101.16(4)(c) propane gas system (Wis. Stats.101.16(4)(c) 
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Propane Safety Act

❧ Must notify supplier of interruptions of service
● At least 7 days in advance for planned events
● No later than 24 hours after an emergency

❧ Does not limit who can work on systems. 
However,  NFPA 54 limits work to a “qualified 
agency.”

❧ Does not require a supplier to check the system for 
leaks.  NFPA 54 requires the system to be checked 
.

Customer Duty-to-Warn (Wis. Stats 101.16(4)(b)

What is your company’s policy for leak checks?
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Propane Safety Act 

The word The word ““PropanePropane”” must must 
be used in Diggers be used in Diggers 
HotlineHotline’’s  communications s  communications 
when describing the types when describing the types 
of private transmission of private transmission 
facilities not located by its facilities not located by its 
membersmembers

Underground Propane Facilities

Grants authority to require 
propane suppliers to:

• Provide customers an 
annual notice regarding 
non-private facilities

• Rule making is at the 
discretion of the agency


