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The following visualizations are being provided to summarize the data sets available to DSPS PDMP staff 
for providing support to the CSB Workgroup. It captures summaries provided in 2018 as well as 
proposals for broader data monitoring. 

A. PDMP Data Sets 
The following PDMP data sets are available to DSPS PDMP Staff. Those with an “*” will be available 
in the coming months to further expand data analysis efforts. 

 

  

Monthly 
Metrics: 

Prescribing 
Volume

Monthly 
Metrics: 
Distance 

Travelled*

Dispensing 
Data:
Cash 

Payments

Dispensing 
Data: 
Co-

prescribing* 

Dispensing 
Data: Script 
Level MME*

Dispensing 
Data: 

Patient 
Report

Dispensing 
Data: 

County 
Level



2 | P a g e  
 

B. 2018: Opioid Prescribing Volume from Monthly Metrics 
DSPS PDMP staff provided WI ePDMP reports to the Controlled Substances Board, Medical 
Examining Board, Board of Nursing and Dentistry Examining Board in 2018 specific to the volume of 
opioid dispensing for the time period of December 2017 through May 2018. This data mirrors the 
data provided to prescribers as part of the Prescribing Practice Assessment metrics. Below is a 
sample of what was provided to the Medical Examining Board. 
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C. Opioid Prescribing Volume – 2nd Time Period Monthly Metrics 
Figure 2 below represents the highest volume opioid prescribers for the initial time period of analysis 
with an indication of which prescribers have been referred for investigation. Figure 3 represents the 
highest volume opioid prescribers for the next 6 month period, along with an indication of the 2018 
referrals. 
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D. Prescriber Population – Additional Detail on Distribution 
Similar to trends in other states, over 80% of opioid dispensings are associated with prescribers who are 
in the top 20% for prescription volume. The top 5% of prescribers account for almost 50% of opioid 
dispensings. Data below represents the time period of June 2018 through November 2018. 

 

Figure 4 further explores the prescribers in the top 5% by their average volume of opioid dispensings per 
month and displays the different precribing professions in relation to each other. 
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E. Consideration of Regional Analysis 
An area of consideration for future PDMP analysis is including the county level analysis of dispensing 
trends. The table below shows the statewide doses per capita for Q4 2018 compared to Q4 2017 as well 
as the top 10 counties for highest doses per capita based on Q4 2018 dispensing data. 
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F. Proposed Data Monitoring for More Comprehensive Summary 
The following visualizations are being provided for workgroup consideration for approaches that would 
incorporate additional PDMP data sources for monitoring prescribers for potentially critically dangerous 
prescribing patterns. This would lead to better identification of prescribers or pharmacies that are 
outliers in multiple data sets of the PDMP. 

DSPS PDMP staff are seeking input on prioritization and additional areas of focus for high level 
monitoring in order to identify prescribers or pharmacies that may be engaged in potentially dangerous 
prescribing or dispensing practices. The initial focus would be on opioids but could later be expanded to 
other drug classes contained in the WI ePDMP. 

 
PDMP Data Sources 
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G. Proposed Process for CSB Review of PDMP Data 
 

Ongoing Monitoring of PDMP Data 
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H. Sample of Expanded Prescriber Level Monitoring – Level 1 
DSPS PDMP staff are requesting input and guidance from the CSB workgroup members on additional 
levels of detail that could assist the CSB monitoring for prescribers or pharmacies. Actual summaries 
could include statewide or profession specific comparisons. 

Prescriber A 
Profession: APNP Registered with the WI ePDMP: Yes 

Specialty (self-reported): Pain Management  Estimated ePDMP Usage: 45.4% 

Referral BON 12/2018   
 

 

 

 
 
 

2018 Prescribing Summary 



10 | P a g e  
 

Dispensing Data # of scripts % of overall Top 5 Monitored Drugs  
by # Dispensings 

Opioids (includes buprenorphine)  6947 91.5% 

 

Oxycodone HCl 1337 

Stimulants 36 
 

0.5% Oxycodone w/ 
Acetaminophen 

1054 

Benzodiazepines 173 2.3% Hydrocodone-
Acetaminophen 

1005 

Other 
443 5.8% Morphine Sulfate 899 

Hydromorphone HCl 849 
Opioid Dispensing  
(June – Nov. 2018) Prescriber Percentile All  Percentile 

Specialty 
Trend for Prior 

Timeframes 
Avg. Opioid Orders/Month 575  99.98% TBD TBD  
Avg. Opioid Doses/Month  39,049  99.9% TBD TBD  

Avg. Doses/Prescription 79.9     

 3 days or 
less 

More than 3 
days ≤ 10 

days 

More 
than 10 

days 
≤ 30 days 

More than 30 days 

Days Supply Opioid Orders 11 239 5883 814 
Avg MME per Order TBD TBD TBD TBD 

2018 Pharmacy Summary 

 

311 Pharmacies 

 
310 Pharmacies 
3% or fewer of total 
dispensing 
 
1 Pharmacy 
12% of total 
dispensing  
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2018 Patient Population Summary 
Unique Opioid Patients 729 

Average Distance Travelled TBD 
Average Age 55.17 
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