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Physician
Assistant/Associate (PA)

Advanced Practice Nurse
Prescribers (APNP)

PREREQUISITE EDUCATION

Bachelor’s Degree
200-1000 pt care hours,
GRE/PA College Admission
Test (required by some
programs)

Requires a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing (BSN) for entry into most
programs.
Many programs offer direct entry for
those with a non-nursing bachelor’s
degree or an associate nursing degree
but require completion of additional
coursework or a bridge program.

MEDICAL TRAINING

Medical Specialty General Medicine trained
Specialty according to practice
agreement standards,
individualized training and
experience, residency,
fellowships.

Specialty Trained
(Family, Acute Care, Geriatric, Pediatric,
Psychiatry, Women’s Health, Neonatal)

Education 3 academic years 12-24 + months (full or part time
options)

Classroom hours 2000+ hours full time 500-1000 (8-12 hours per week)

Clinical Hour Requirements 2,000-3,000 hrs 200-1000 hrs clinical experience

Mandatory Clinical Rotations Internal Medicine, Surgery,
Emergency Medicine, Family
Medicine, OB-Gyn, Pediatrics
Neurology

Single field of focus per program (no
procedures, ER or surgery)

Credit Hours 110-130 32-68

Learning Model Medical Model Nursing Model

BOARD CERTIFICATION

Initial Wisconsin license
requires NCCPA Board
Certification, which requires
passing the Physician
Assistant National Certifying
Examination (PANCE) and
graduating from accredited
program.

American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners (AANP) or
American Nurses Credentialing Center
(ANCC) Examination

Hold a current license to practice as a
professional nurse

Complete 45 contact hrs in clinical
pharmacology or therapeutics
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RECERTIFICATION Physician
Assistant/Associate (PA)

Advanced Practice Nurse
Prescribers (APNP)

Examinations If board certified:
Physician Assistant National
Recertifying Examination
(PANRE) every 10 yrs.

No recertification exam national
certification lapses.

CME/CE If board certified
CME of 100 credits per
biennium, logged at NCCPA.

If not board certified:
30 CME per biennial (at least 2
of those hours in responsible
prescribing of controlled
substances)

16 contact hours per biennium in clinical
pharmacology or therapeutics
(at least 2 of those hours in responsible
prescribing of controlled substances)

DSPS Oversight PA Affiliated Credentialing
Board
(8 PAs, 1 public member)

Board of Nursing
(6 RNs, 1 LPN, 2 public members)
2 APNPs currently serving on board

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS IN
WISCONSIN

University of Wisconsin
(Madison, La Crosse, Stevens
Point, Platteville)

Marquette University

Carroll College (Waukesha)

Concordia University (Mequon)*

Online (Partial list):
Maryville University; Spring Arbor;
Frontier Nursing; Graceland University;
Regis University

WI based:
University of Wisconsin (Madison,
Milwaukee, Eau Claire, Oshkosh),

Marquette University;
Bellin College; Concordia University*;
Marian University; Viterbo
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Date of enactment:  March 22, 2024

2023 Assembly Bill 954 Date of publication*:  March 23, 2024

2023  WISCONSIN  ACT  214

AN ACT to amend 448.05 (2) (a) (intro.) and 448.05 (2) (b) (intro.); and to create 448.01 (3), 448.02 (4m), 448.04

(1) (br), 448.05 (2m), 448.075 and 448.40 (3) of the statutes; relating to: provisional licenses to practice medicine

and surgery for internationally trained physicians and granting rule−making authority.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in

senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  448.01 (3) of the statutes is created to

read:

448.01 (3)  “International medical program” means

any medical school, residency program, medical intern-

ship program, or other program that is approved by the

Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates

or provides individuals with a medical education or train-

ing outside the United States that is substantially similar

to the training required to qualify to practice medicine

and surgery in this state.

SECTION 2.  448.02 (4m) of the statutes is created to

read:

448.02 (4m)  INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIANS.  The board

may suspend or revoke a license granted under s. 448.04

(1) (br) if a majority of the board determines that the

holder of the license is no longer employed as a physician

in this state by an employer described in s. 448.05 (2m)

(a).  The holder of the license shall be granted an opportu-

nity to be heard prior to the board’s determination.

SECTION 3.  448.04 (1) (br) of the statutes is created

to read:

448.04 (1) (br)  Provisional license to practice

medicine and surgery for international physicians.  The

board may grant a provisional license to practice

medicine and surgery for international physicians to an

applicant who satisfies the requirements under s. 448.05

(2m).  The holder of a provisional license granted under

this paragraph may practice medicine and surgery only

under the supervision of a physician who is licensed to

practice medicine and surgery under par. (a).  A provi-

sional license to practice medicine and surgery under this

paragraph shall be converted into a license to practice

medicine and surgery under par. (a) after the provisional

license holder practices medicine and surgery full−time

in this state and maintains good standing for 3 consecu-

tive years.

SECTION 4.  448.05 (2) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is

amended to read:

448.05 (2) (a) (intro.)  Except as provided in pars. (b)

to (f) and sub. (2m), an applicant for any class of license

to practice medicine and surgery must supply evidence

satisfactory to the board of all of the following:

SECTION 5.  448.05 (2) (b) (intro.) of the statutes is

amended to read:

448.05 (2) (b) (intro.)  Except as provided in pars. (c)

to (f) and sub. (2m), an applicant for a license to practice

medicine and surgery who is a graduate of a foreign med-

ical college must supply evidence satisfactory to the

board of all of the following:

*  Section 991.11,  WISCONSIN STATUTES:   Effective date of acts.  “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over the governor’s
partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it takes effect shall take effect on the day after its date of publication.”
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SECTION 6.  448.05 (2m) of the statutes is created to

read:

448.05 (2m)  PROVISIONAL LICENSE TO PRACTICE

MEDICINE AND SURGERY FOR INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIANS.

An applicant for a provisional license to practice

medicine and surgery for international physicians must

supply evidence to the board that the applicant satisfies

all of the following:

(a)  The applicant has an offer for full−time employ-

ment as a physician in this state from a federally qualified

health center, as defined in s. 253.075 (1) (e), a commu-

nity health center, as defined in s. 250.15 (1) (a), a hospi-

tal, as defined in s. 50.33 (2), an ambulatory surgical cen-

ter, as defined in 42 CFR 416.2, or any other health care

facility approved by the board.

(b)  The applicant has been granted a medical doctor-

ate or a substantially similar degree by an international

medical program.

(c)  The applicant has completed a residency program

or a postgraduate medical training program that is sub-

stantially similar to a residency program.

(d)  The applicant has practiced as a fully licensed or

otherwise authorized physician in his or her country of

practice for at least 5 years after completing a residency

program or a postgraduate medical training program that

is substantially similar to a residency program.

(dm)  The applicant has practiced continuously as a

physician in his or her country of practice for at least one

out of the 5 years immediately preceding the date that the

applicant submits an application for a provisional license

under s. 448.04 (1) (br).

(e)  The applicant has been in good standing with the

medical licensing or regulatory agency of his or her coun-

try of practice for the 5 years preceding the individual’s

application and does not have any pending disciplinary

action before the medical licensing or regulatory agency.

(em)  The applicant has obtained certification by the

Educational Council for Foreign Medical Graduates, a

successor organization, or another evaluation entity

approved by the board.

(f)  The applicant has passed all steps of the United

States Medical Licensing Examination administered by

the National Board of Medical Examiners and the Feder-

ation of State Medical Boards, or their successor organi-

zations.

(g)  The applicant has, or will have prior to working

as a physician in this state, a federal immigration status

and employment authorization that enables the applicant

to work as a physician in this state.

(h)  The applicant possesses basic fluency in the Eng-

lish language.

SECTION 7.  448.075 of the statutes is created to read:

448.075  Provisional licenses.  Every 6 months or

upon request of the board, the holder of a provisional

license under s. 448.04 (1) (br) shall submit to the board

a statement certifying whether the license holder is still

employed as a physician in this state and whether the

license holder has been subjected to professional disci-

pline as a result of the license holder’s practice.  If the

license holder has been subject to professional discipline,

the license holder shall submit to the board a description

of the circumstances of the discipline.

SECTION 8.  448.40 (3) of the statutes is created to

read:

448.40 (3)  The board may promulgate rules defining

“substantially similar” under s. 448.05 (2m).

SECTION 12.0Effective date.

(1)  This act takes effect on January 1, 2025.
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