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PUBLIC AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

Instructions: 

1. Fill out this form, and then save to your device.

2. Return to the “Suggest an Agenda Item” page and select the appropriate Board or Council from

the Board/Council list.

3. Attach your completed “Public Agenda Request” form and send.

First Name: Peter 

Last Name: Welch 

Association/Organization: Wisconsin Occupational Therapy Association  

Address Line 1: 16 N. Carroll St. 

Address Line 2: Suite 600 

City: Madison 

State: WI 

Zip: 53703 

Phone Number:(608) 819-0150 

Email: peter@thewelchgroup.org  

Subject: Continuing Education for Occupational Therapy 

Issue to Address: WOTAs role as an approval agent for CE opportunities 

9/15/2020 Occupational Therapists Affiliated Credentialing Board (Open)
After item G.; WOTA Continuing Education for Occupational Therapy

http://dsps.wi.gov/
mailto:dsps@wisconsin.gov
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/BoardsCouncils/SuggestAgendaItem.aspx
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Occupational Therapy has very broad practice areas, including: traditional
medical model, hospital, outpatient, skilled nursing facilities, school systems,
mental health, community based, prevention and wellness
OT Ch. 3. states that OTs/OTAs must obtain 24 CE points every 2 years.
12 points must relate to the practice of OT.
12 points can “relate to your job.”  

OTs/OTAs practice in varied settings with diverse continuing educational needs,
currently provide by unregulated providers.

This allows for a very broad range of education that OTs can use to meet their 24
points requirement. 
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SITUATION
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PROBLEM
OTs currently get their CE from a wide range of unregulated sources.

OTs CE is based on an honor system that is rarely audited. 

The practice of OTs varies widely, making it difficult to keep track of all potential sources
of CE that could apply to practice areas.

Providers of continuing education already call the WOTA office on a routine basis, asking
for advice on how to offer CE and guidance on clinical quality.

Physicians and Physical Therapists have had an approval process in place for many
years, and Occupational Therapy should require an equivalently high standard for its
practitioners. 

The lack of quality control for OT CE presents a potential patient safety risk.
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EXAMPLES OF PROBLEMATIC CE: 
Courses without specific academic objectives in their descriptions

OT courses taught by anyone other than an instructor with masters' level

credentials or higher 

Essential Oils classes taught by someone who is not an OT, and does not carry a

medical certification

Yoga classes that explain yoga, but do not focus on the "medical or therapeutic"

purposes for various stretches

"Hobby-style" classes that focuses on the development of the hobby,

without attention to proper hand positioning, etc. for OT purposes
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SOLUTION
WOTA becomes an approval agent with the responsibility of evaluating and
approving all OT/OTA CE opportunities.

• WOTA will ensure that all CE opportunities are up to date with current practice, high-quality,
relevant to the practice of OT, evidence-based, and add to the body of knowledge of the OT
profession.

• WOTA will establish a group of OTs/OTAs highly qualified to review the applications and
provide the approval.

• WOTA will implement and maintain a CE tracking database (e.g. the CE Locker program used
by WPTA) to be used by both licensees and CE providers.

• OTACB will add a requirement to the Ch. 3 Rules for CE, that OTs/OTAs obtain their CE
coursework from WOTA approved providers.
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PROPOSED FRAMEWORK FOR APPROVAL OF OT/OTA CE
OPPORTUNITIES BY WOTA

Requirements for CE Approval
Prospective Provider will submit an application for approval for a specific offering to WOTA via an the WOTA website and pay an
application fee.

The Offer must meet the following criteria:

Constitute an organized program of learning that contributes to the professional
competency of the licensee

Be evidence-based, drawing on proven research with current within last 7 years
with relevant sources listed in the application

Directly relates to the practice of Occupational Therapy

Delivered by individuals who are Subject Matter Experts, demonstrated by
specialized education, training or experience concerning the subject matter of the
offering.

Fulfills stated goals and objectives.

Provides proof of attendance by licensees.

When/If an offering is approved WOTA will issue a unique course approval
number.

WOTA will maintain and make available a list of up-to-date and approved courses.

The Application must include the following:
Course Description

Course Objectives

Time Schedule and Program Content for Each Segment

Instructor(s) Names, Credentials and Biography

Course Evaluation Form (to be developed by WOTA)

Course Fees (See attached Fees)

List of References (at least 3 current sources to support the
material to be presented published within the last 7 years)



Language used in Chapter 9 PT Administrative
Code:

"Attendance at seminars, workshops, lectures,
symposia, and professional conferences which
are sponsored or approved by acceptable
health−related or other organizations including
the American Physical Therapy Association and
the Wisconsin Physical Therapy Association."

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_co
de/pt/9.pdf#page=2
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PT'S MODEL: 
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CEU LOCKER:
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Thank you!

The Wisconsin Occupational Therapy Association

Peter Welch, Chief Operating Officer
The Welch Group, Public Affairs

peter@thewelchgroup.org
920-229-7127
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