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Wisconsin DSPS Provides Extension to Building Professionals
Agency holding Commercial Building Code enforcement until November 1

Madison, Wis. — The Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) is
delaying the hard deadline for building plans in the state to meet standards of an upgraded
Commercial Building Code (CBC).

DSPS made the announcement Tuesday based on feedback from the state building industry.

“We want to be good partners to Wisconsin’s building professionals,” said DSPS Secretary Dan
Hereth. “The process to develop this code experienced delays beyond usual rulemaking,
including legislative tactics that stalled progress and the resulting court proceedings. As a result,
this is the first upgrade to this code in a decade and represents a big change for the industry. So,
to ensure a smooth transition for our partners in the building industry, we are granting an
additional grace period for project submittals.”

The CBC establishes standards for commercial buildings in the state, including multi-family
residential buildings. After the new code was published on September 1, DSPS announced it
would provide a grace period for the industry by accepting plans submitted under the old (2015)
code throughout the month of September before enforcing the new code on October 1.

The agency is now extending that grace period by a month through the end of October. It will
now require all submitted building plans to meet the new code standards starting November 1.

Wisconsin’s new CBC moves the state to 2021 International Building Code (IBC) standards with
some Wisconsin-specific adjustments. Its implementation follows the Wisconsin Supreme Court
decision in Evers v. Marklein in July, when the court found that a Legislative committee used an
unconstitutional “legislative veto” to block the code’s implementation in 2023.



While new building plans must follow the upgraded CBC starting November 1, any
supplemental sub-submissions to DSPS (such as fire suppression/alarm, HVAC, boilers,
elevators, refrigeration) must be aligned with the code under which the commercial building plan
was approved, regardless of how many months later they follow.

DSPS hosted two virtual webinars for industry professionals in August to explain key code
changes and answer questions. A recording of the webinar can be found here.

About DSPS

DSPS issues more than 240 unique licenses, administers dozens of boards and councils that
regulate professions, enforces state building codes, runs the state fire prevention program, and
maintains the award-winning Wisconsin Enhanced Prescription Drug Monitoring Program,
which is a key tool in the multi-faceted public health campaign to stem excessive opioid
prescribing. A fee-based agency, DSPS is self-sustaining and receives no general fund tax dollars
for its day-to-day operations. With five offices and 250 employees throughout Wisconsin, DSPS
collaborates with constituents and stakeholders across a wide range of industries to promote
safety and advance the economy.
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