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INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 

Chapter Ind 50 

SCOPE OF BUILDING CODE 

Appllcatlon 
Alteratlona 
Change of use 
Exemption Crom code 
requirements 
Local regula.tlona 

Ind D0.10 

Lnd 50.11 
Ind 50.12 

Approval of plana and 
speci!lcationM 
Evidence of approval 
Approval of matel'lala, 
methods and devices 

Ind 50.001 Applicat·ion. (1) NE\V BUILDINGS AND ADDITIONS. This 
code shall apply to all new buildings, structures, and also to addition.S 
to existing buildings and structures, except as in section Ind 50.0S. 

(2) EXISTING BUILDINGS. Buildings and structures erected prior 
t-0 the effective date of the first building code (October 9, 1914) shall 
comply with the general orders on existing buildings, issued by the 
industrial commission. 

Ind 50.01 Alterations. This code shall apply to all alterations in 
any building or structure \Vhich affects the structural strength, fire 
hazard, exits or lighting of any ne\V or existing building or structure • 
This code does not apply to ordinary non-structural changes or minor 
repairs necessary for the maintenance of any building or structure. 

lllittoryt 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1962, No. 84, eft. 1-1-63. 

Ind 50.02 Change of use. (1) When the use of a building or struc­
ture is changed and the requiren1ents for the IlC\V use are more 
stringent than those for the previous use then such building or 
structure shall be made to con1ply ,,·ith the requirements for the ne\V 
use as provided in this code. 

(2) If, upon an inspection of a building or structure, it is found 
that its use \Yas changed since the effective date of the first building 
code (October 9, 1914) and that it does not con1ply \Vith the require­
n1ents of the building code in effect at the tin1e of such change, it 
shall then be made to comply \Vith the code requiren1ents in effect at 
the tin1e of change in U.St'. 

Ind 50.03 Exentption from code requireinents. This code does not 
apply to the follo\ving buildings; 

(1) D'vellings, and outbuildings in connection there\vith, such as 
barns and private garages. 

(2) Apartn1ent buildings used exclusively as the residence of not 
n1ore than 2 families, 

(3) Buildings used exclusively for agricultural purposes \Vhich are 
not \Vithin the limits of a city or an incorporated village. 

(4) Te1nporary buildings or sheds used exclusively for construe· 
tion purposes, not exceeding 2 stories in height, and not used for 
living quarters . 

fiegister, February, 1967, Xo. 134 
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Ind 50,04 Local regulations. This code shall not limit the po\ver 
of cities, villages and to\vns to n1ake, or enforce, ntlditional or n1ol'P 

stringent regulation3, provided the same do not conflict \Yith this 
code or with any other rule of the industrial conunission. 

Enforcc1nent 

Ind 50.10 ApproYal of plans and specifications. (1) Con1p{ete plans 
and specifications for all buildings and structures in the follo,ving 
classifications shall be submitted to the industrial commission for 
approval before letting contracts or con1n1encing work. 

(a) Theaters and asse1nbly halls. 
(b) Schools and other 1ilaccs of instruction. 
(c) Apartn1ent buildings, hotels and places of detention. 
(d) Hazardous occupancie~. 
(e) Factories, office and 111ercantile buildings. 

(2) The subn1issiQn of plans and specifications for factories, office 
and n1ercantile buildings containing less than 2G,OOO cubic feet total 
volume is \vaived, providing they have no Ooor or roof spans greater 
than 30 feet and are not n1ore than 2 stories high. Buildings for \Vhich 
the submission of plans and ~pecifications is \Vaived shall comply \Yith 
the requirements of this code. 

(3) All plans shall be ~ubmittcd in triplicate and \\'Ol'k shall not 
be started until plans arc approved, Co1nplete foundation and footing 
plans may be submitted for approval prior to submitting the building 
plans if the plot plan, ite1nizccl structural loads, con1plcte foundation 
or footing design calculations and schc1natic floor plans are included 
sho\ving exits, \Vindo\VS and other pertinent inforn1ation. The follow· 
ing data shall be a part of or shall accon1pany all plans submitted for 
approval. Items (h) and (i) need not accompany foundation and 
footing plans submitted prior to final building plans. 

(a) The location and g-rades of adjoining streets, alleys, lot lines 
and any other buildings on the same lot or property . 

. (b) Xan1e of o\vner. 
(c) Intended use 01· usf's of all roon1g, and the n.u1nber of per.~ons 

to be accommodated the1·ein. 
(d) Assumed br.aring value of soil. 
(e) Assumed live loads. 
(f) Assumed dead loads, iten1ized. 
(g) A.ssun1ed unit st1·esses for st.t'uctural inaterials. 
(h) Stress diagrams for all trusses. 
(i) Typical calculations for slabs, beams, girders and columns. 

( 4) Complete structural calculations shall be furnished upon re­
quest of the industrial commission or other authorized approving 
official. All plans and specifications shall be sealed or stamped by a 
registered architect or registered professional engineer except that 
plans for buildings having a total volume of less than 50,000 cubic 
feet shall be signed by the designer. 

(6) This section shall apply to additions and alterations, as well as 
to new buildings, and shall also apply to all cases where there is a 
change of occupancy or use of a building. 
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(6) In cities where plans are examined, and building permits are 
issued, by a city building official in a manner approve<l by the indus­
trial commission, additional approval by the industrial con1mission 
is not required. 

(7) This section shall not apply to sanitary appliances, such as water 
supply and se\vage disposal systems, chemical and septic toilets and 
similar equipment \Vhich shall be submitted for approval and installed 
in accordance with the regulations of the state board of health. 

(8) After being approved, plans and specifications shall not ba 
changed in any respect \Vhich may involve any provisions of this 
code, except with the \Vritten consent of the approving official. 

(a) The approval of a plan or specification is not to be construed 
as the assumption of any responsibility for the design. 

Jlhttor71 1-2-56; um, Register, December, 1962, No. 84. err. 1-1-63; 
1·. and rccr. (:!), Re~istet·, February. l:Hii, '.'\n. 1::~. t•ff. 3-1-tVi. 

Ind 50.11 Evidence of approval. The architect, professional engi-· 
neer, builder or owner shall keep at the building one set of plans 
bearing the stamp of approval. 

Ind 50.12 Approval of materials, methods and devices. A.11 mate­
rials1 1nethods of construction and devices designed for use in the 
construction, alteration or equipn1ent of buildings or structures under 
this code and not specifically mentioned in this code shall not be so 
used until approved in writing by the industrial commission, except 
sanitary appliances, \Vhich shall be approved in accordance \vith the 
state plumbing code issued by the state board of health. The data, 
tests and other evidence necessary to prove the merits of such mate­
rial, method of construction or device shall be determined by the 
industrial commission. 

fl1:gh1tcr, Pebrua.ry, 1967, No. 134 
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