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DEPT. OF INDUS'fl!\', LAllOR & HUMAN I!ELATIONS 113 
Theatera, a.ssembly ha.Us 

Ind 55.08 Type of exits. ( 1) The required exits from any part of a 
theater or assembly hall shall be exit doorways, stairways or ramps. 

(2) All exits to grade from a higher or lower level shall be stair
ways or approved ramps. In all theaters and in assembly halls having 
a capacity of more than 400 persons, \vhere the exit rise is not more 
than 3 feet approved ramps shall be used. By approved ramp is 
meant an incline located inside the building and having a slope of 
not more than one foot of rise in 8 feet. 

(3) Stairway exits shall be interior stairways, or smokeproof towers 
as specified in section Ind 61.17; except that "B" type fire escapes 
may be used as exits from balconies for not more than one·half the 
required exit width, If located against blank walls. 

Ind 55,09 Stairways. (1) Every stairway in a theater or assembly 
hall shall be enclosed as specified in sections Ind 51.17 and 51.18 with 
the following exceptions: 

(a) Stairways from the nlain floor to the first balcony need not 
be enclosed. 

(b) Stairways from the basen1ent to the first ft.oar of a single 
story place of worship need not be enclosC'd if they lead directly to 
the exits. 

(2) No storage closets shall be placed under any stairway, plat~ 
form or landing. A room n1ay be placed under a stairway or stair
landing of 2-hour fire-resistive constl'uction or better provided such 
room does not have combu.;;;tible material Ol' hazardous equipment 
stored or operated therein. All such 1·uo1ns shall have a ceiling height 
of not less than 7 feet and the door thereto shall be a self-closing 
solid flush type wood door 1 %. inches in thickness or better. 

(3) Stairways and steps which have more than 3 risers shall have 
handrails on both sides. 

(4) Every stairway used by the public i"n a theater oe assembly 
shall have a unifor1n rise of not 111ore than 7~2 inches and a uniform 
tread of not less than 10 inl'hes, m<'asuring from tread to tread an<l 
from riser to riser. No winders shall be used and there shall be not 
less than 3 nor more than lG risers in any run. 

~ote, See section Ind 51.16 for genera.I stairway requirements. 
Ill•tory1 1-:!-56; a.m. Regi.sler, January, 1961, No. 61, err. :?-1-61; r. and 

rc~r. Hq;ister, li'cbrunry, t!Jfi,'\, :\"o. t.ftl, Cltr, 3··1-68. 

Ind 55.10 Exit doorways and doors. (1) Every required single exit 
doorway shall contain a standard exit door as specified in section 
Ind 61.16. For double doors, with or without mullions, the width of 
each door may be reduced to 2 feet 6 inches. 

(2) No single door or leaf of a double door, shall be more than 3 
feet 6 inches wide, and no 2 doors shall be hinged together. 

(3) No rolling, sliding or revolving door shall be counted as an exit 
from any theater or assembly hall, nor shall any such door be per
mitted where it would be liable to be used by the public as an exit. 

(4) Sills at all exit doorways shall be level and flush with adjacent 
inside ftoors and ramps. Where an aisle or passageway leads to an 
exit from either side of the exit doorway there shall be a level floor 
space at the doonvay subtending the width of the aisle and the 
doorway. 
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114 WISCONSIN A!lMINISTRATIVE CODE 
'rheut~1·s, a~scmbly halls 

Ind 55.11 Exit lights. (1) In every theater and assembly hall, except 
church auditoriums, exit lights shall be provided immediately over all 
exit door\Vays, and in such other places a3 n1ay be- nec~ssary to direct 
the occupants to exit doo1ways and to a street, alley or exit court, 
The installation of such exit light3 shall comply in all respects with 
the provisions of the Wisconsin state ~lectrical code. 

(2) Every light over an exit doot"'.•:ay shall be a red illuminated 
sign bearing the word EXJ'l' Ol" OUT in plain letters not less than 5 
Inches in height. 

(3) All exit lights shall remain lighted during each occupancy and 
until the occupants have left the bJJilding. 

Ind 55.12 Width of exits. (I) The total width of exits from every 
theater and assembly hall, and from every part thereof, shall not be 
less than the following: Buildings of fire-resistive construction, 36 
inches per 100 persons. Buildings of ordinary construction, 40 inches 
per 100 persons. Buildings of fram~ construction, 44 inches per 100 
persons. 

(2) In theaters, the \vidth of the front entrance shall be not less 
than \lo of the total required exit width. 

Ind 55.13 Seating. (1) All seats, chairs and benches shall be placed 
not less than 32 inches back to back measured horizontally, except 
that for grandstands and hlca.chers without back rests this dimension 
1nay be reduced to 22 inches. For benches \Vithout arrns, grandstands, 
and bleacher seats, the seating capacity shall be established by allow
ing one sitting or seat to each 18 inches of length. (See section Ind 
65.54). 

(2) All seats, chairs, and benche:;, except chairs in boxes or loggias, 
shall be securely fastened to thti lloor; or if the floor is level, the 
seats or chairs n1ay be fastened together in groups of 3 or more. 
Loose chairs or seats shall not be used unlesiii u specJal permit is 
secured from the depa1·tment of industr)·, labor and human relations. 

(3) There shall not he moL·c than t:a sr:ats in a ro\v between aisles, 
nor more than 6 seats in a ro\v which has an aisle on one side only 
except that for grandstands or blc::-.chers \vithout hack rests and ,,·ith 
a railing along the front, these figtu·cs inay be doubled. No aisles \Vilt 
be required for such grandstands Ol" bleaC'hers \Yhere the seats extend 
to the floor or ground without a railing alo'lg the front. 

(a) The number of seats in a row 1nay be increased to 100 where 
self~raising seats are provided which leave an unobstructed passage
way between rows of not less than 18 inches in width leading to a 
side aisle on each side of the auditorium in which exit doorways are 
located at not more than 20 feet intervals to an exit corridor or exit 
court. 

(4) No seat bench or platform on which seats are placerl shall be 
more than 22 inches in height of riser. 

(5) No seat bench. or other platform or floor area on which seats 
are placed, or the top seat of any bleachers shall be nearer to the ceil
ing than 8 feet, nor nearer to the bottom of any truss or girder than 
6 feet 4 inches. 

(6) The requirements of this section do not apply to restaurants, 
dining or dance halls. · 

Hl•tOl'J't 1-2-68: am. Register, Ja.nuary, 1941, No. 41; el!. 2-1-•1. 
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