
Fire Inspection 

Basics

SPS 314 & NFPA 1



Fire Inspector Training  
SPS 314.01 (13) (b) (11).

All fire department personnel 

directly involved in conducting 

fire inspections are authorized by 

the department and by the fire 

chief to conduct the inspections 

upon completion of training 

approved by the fire chief.



Statutory Authority

▪ Wisconsin State Statutes

–Chapter 101.14 Fire Inspections, 

prevention, detection and suppression

▪ Agency Rules

–Department Safety and Professional 

Services  (SPS 314)

–NFPA 1 (2012)

▪ Local Ordinances

– Local Fire Prevention Ordinances.



Authority to Abate Fire 

Hazards

▪ §101.14, Wis. Stats.:

▪ The chief of every fire department 

shall provide for the inspection of 

every public building and place of 

employment to determine and cause to 

be eliminated any fire hazard or any 

violation of any law relating to fire 

hazards or to the prevention of fires.



Fire Hazard Definition

Any material, condition or act that

contributes to the start of a fire or

increases its severity.



SPS 314.01 (1) (a) (2)

Application of Model Fire 

Code

The chapter applies to the 

inspection, testing, use, 

maintenance and operation of all 

fire safety features public 

buildings and places of 

employment…

(some exceptions)



Fire Prevention

▪ Team approach 

– Property owner, occupant, owners 

representative

– Plan review (Local /State)

–Building inspector

– Engineering Consultant (Local /State)

–Health department

–Clergy

– Law enforcement



Inspection Process

▪ What it IS

–Opportunity to gain support

–Opportunity to educate

–Opportunity to learn

▪ What is ISN’T

–Chance to wield a big stick

–Opportunity to generate revenue.



Inspection Process
▪ Opportunity for Education

–Get property owner or occupant to 

understand what it will take to ensure a 

safe property or operation

– Provide reasonable explanations for why 

something must be done

▪ Assist in ensuring a safe building/ 

operation

–Genuinely care about keeping them in 

operation.



Inspection Process
▪ Professional appearance

–Uniform 

–Grooming

▪ Department vehicle

–Visibility  

▪ Reference materials

–Quick reference guides

–Tablet/laptop



Inspection Process

▪ Contact the owner/manager when 

entering the business

▪ Introduce yourself and state the 

reason for your visit

▪ Ask for someone to accompany you 

during the inspection

▪ Review any records for the alarm or 

sprinkler system



Inspection Process

▪ Remember to inspect the outside of 

the building a premises for code 

compliance

▪ Review the entire building in a 

systematic manner

▪ Ask about any unfamiliar equipment, 

processes or areas

▪ Ask for access to locked rooms and 

storage areas



Inspection Process
▪ Documentation of violations

–Identify, confirm and document all 

violations

–Identify and document all violations 

corrected on the spot

▪ Photographs

–No permission required

▪Trade secret(s) – may have 

company take photo of requested 

item.



Inspection Process

▪ Fire Prevention Forms

–Checklist type form

–Handwritten 

▪ Must be legible

▪ Must be accurate

– Should contain what, 

where and how 

long to fix.



Written Communication

▪ Provides documentation of inspection

▪ May be used in litigation

▪ Required for fire department records

▪ Personal use for scheduling or review 

of inspections

▪ May be requested by insurance 

company for claims or renewal 

purposes



Written Communication

▪ More structured

▪ Check spelling and grammar

▪ Not open to misinterpretation

▪ Use proper language, no slang

▪ Subject to Open Records requests

▪ Impressions/opinions of inspector 

formed by written communications



Codes and Standards

▪ Codes - what has to 

be done

▪ - install an alarm 

system

▪ Standards - how 

something is to be 

done

▪ - how the 

contractor must 

install the system



Citing Codes

▪ Clarity of Order

– Include code citation

– Provide some sort of recommended 

corrective actions

– Provide a compliance date for correction

▪ Order vs. Advisory Note

–Not a violation, a reminder to something 

to do.



Code Citation

▪ Wisconsin State Statutes 101.14

▪ Wisconsin Department Safety & 
Professional Services (SPS 314)

▪ National Fire Code  (NFPA 1)

▪ Code language

▪ Recommended Corrective Action

▪ Compliance Date



Orders

▪ Correction Orders 

–To Occupant

–To Agent or Representative

–To Building owner

▪ Appeals Process

–To whom and how long to initiate appeals 

process.



Responsibility

NFPA 10.2 Owner/Occupant Responsibilities

10.2.1 The owner, operator or 

occupant shall be responsible for 

compliance with this code.



Concluding the 

Inspection

▪ Review inspections items/results with 

owner, occupant, representative.

▪ List any corrections needed.

▪ Determine correction plan of action  

Inspection report? Order? Compliance 

Date?

▪ Thank owner, occupant, 

representative for their cooperation.



Review

▪ You have the authority to perform 

inspections

▪ You have the authority to order 

something corrected

▪ You have the authority to take 

necessary means to gain compliance.



Review

▪ Document the event (s) well

– Reports

– Photographs

– Phone conversation records

▪ Forward when necessary

– Local municipality legal office

– County prosecutor

– Fire Protection Consultant



Order Follow-up

▪ Follow-up visit is 

needed to verify 

compliance

▪ If not corrected 

issue notice of non-

compliance

– Take a second 

picture if needed

– Note date of visit for 

record

▪ Second Notice, is 

not a second order

▪ Time frame is 

typically 30 days

▪ Notice should state 

that continuing 

violations shall be 

referred and a 

citation issued.



NFPA Chapter 10: 

General Fire Safety

10.11.6  For other than one- and two-family 

dwellings, no hibachi, gas-fired grill, 

charcoal grill, or other similar devices used 

for cooking, heating, or any other purpose, 

shall be used or kindled on any balcony or 

under any overhanging portion or within 

10 ft of any structure..





Chapter 10

Ceiling Clearance
▪ 10.19.3.1  Storage shall be maintained 

2 ft or more in from the ceiling in non-

sprinklered areas of a building.

▪ 10.19.3.2  The clearance between the 

deflector and the top of storage shall 

be 18 inches or greater (in sprinklered 

areas of the building).





Chapter 10

Means of Egress

▪ 10.19.4  Combustible material shall 

not be stored in exits.





Chapter 10

Equipment Rooms
▪ 10.19.5.1  Combustible material shall not be 

stored in boiler rooms, mechanical rooms, or 

electrical rooms.



Chapter 11

Building Services

▪ 11.1  Electrical Fire Safety

















SPS 314.11 

Portable Unvented 

Heaters
Portable, fuel-fired, unvented 

heating appliances are 

prohibited – except during 

construction or demolition of 

a building, provided adequate

ventilation is supplied.





Chapter 12

Fire Protection







Fire Extinguishers







Chapter 14

Means of Egress









Chapter 18

Fire Department 
Access







Chapter 19: 

Combustible Waste and 

Refuse

19.1.2  No person owning or having 

control of any property shall allow 

any combustible waste material to 

accumulate in any area or in a manner 

that creates a fire hazard to life or 

property.







Chapter 20

Occupancies

▪ Educational Occupancies







Our website: dsps.wi.gov  





District 1

Rick Sommerfeld

715-944-4114

rick.sommerfeld@wi.gov

District 2

Mike Fehrenbach

608-575-0179

mike.Fehrenbach@wi.gov

District 3

Carl Frisque

920-366-2469

carl.frisque@wi.gov

District 4

Gary Peck

608-575-3293

gary.peck@wi.gov

Wisconsin Fire Prevention 

Coordinators

mailto:Rick.sommerfeld@wi.gov
mailto:Mike.Fehrenbach@wi.gov
mailto:carl.frisque@wi.gov
mailto:Gary.peck@wi.gov


Sarah Brown

Operations Program Associate

715-634-4013

sarah2.brown@Wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin Fire Prevention 

Office

Bradley Johnson

Supervisor

920-492-5605

Bradley.Johnson@Wisconsin.gov
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Thank 

you


