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Introduction

The Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) Fire Prevention Program is
pleased to present its 2022 Fire Risk Report. This report presents fire department incident data in an
effort to improve public safety, increase knowledge, and identify needed resources.

All incident data for this report comes from fire department submissions into the National Fire Incident
Reporting Systems (NFIRS), and all fire department statistics come from Fire Chief submissions into
eSLA during 2% Fire Dues Self-Certification. In 2022, Wisconsin had 812 active fire departments, of
which 801 were required to report data to the NFIRS database. The others are not required because
they are a Federal/State/Military/Private Fire Brigade.

Incident reporting provides essential information about fires, their causes, and consequences, as well
as descriptive data about many other emergency services fire departments provide. This data helps
communities improve fire protection systems and helps fire departments improve service delivery.
DSPS also tracks data across years to help identify trends and determine changes to Wisconsin’s fire-
related challenges.

We hope this information will be useful to fire departments, elected officials, and the public as a
planning tool for meeting the future needs of the fire service and promoting fire safety across Wisconsin.

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Industry Services

Fire Prevention Program

PO Box 7302

Madison, WI 53707-7302

(608) 266-2112
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Statistics Disclaimer

This report contains data from Wisconsin fire departments. However, submitted information does not
always translate into usable data because NFIRS requires a minimum amount of data for an incident to
be considered valid. If critical data (such as type of fire) is missing, the incident cannot be accurately
analyzed.

Some fire departments report all responses, while others only report fire responses. To paint a true
picture of each department’s role in their community, this report contains information on all VAILD
reported response types.

Developing incident response data for a fire department can help determine the best use of limited
resources and budget dollars. Data submitted using the “OTHER” incident type (100, 200, 300, etc.),
sometimes shows fluctuation year-to-year. When reporting incidents, it helps to be more specific and not
overuse the “OTHER” category (i.e., 100-Fire, other; 200-Overpressure, other).

The chart below shows all incidents categorized as Type “Other” in the Data Warehouse since 2020:

Incident | 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900
Type

2022 758 54 14,498 | 406 1554 2700 6327 157 560
2021 706 57 14,079 | 356 1,304 2,093 4,414 249 477
2020 642 32 14,898 | 341 1,163 2,109 4,446 58 410

The DSPS Fire Prevention staff trains fire departments
in accessing and properly submitting fire incident data.
Fire departments are encouraged to reach out to your
Fire Prevention Coordinator for training. If you have
questions while filling out a report, you can contact
Sarah Brown at (715) 634-4013 or by email at
Sarah2.Brown@wisconsin.gov.



mailto:Sarah2.Brown@wisconsin.gov
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2022 Statistics

Updated annually in eSLA by Wisconsin fire chiefs
during 2% Fire Dues self-certification

FDIDs in Wisconsin 811
FDIDs reporting incidents to NFIRS 792
FDIDs required to report incidents to

NFIRS but did not

*Some FDs are not required based on pay status 9
Career firefighters 4,880
Unpaid volunteer firefighters 8,168
Paid volunteer firefighters 12,525
Non-firefighter staff 6421
Career fire departments 42
Combination fire departments 137
Volunteer fire departments 620
Federal/State/Military fire departments 10
Private fire brigades 2
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What’s New with
NFIRS

NFIRS Data Warehouse

The Summary Output Reporting Tool (SORT) was decommissioned in August 2023. However, all
SORT reports are available in the NFIRS Data Warehouse. NFIRS users without access to the
Data Warehouse can request permission from their NFIRS State Program Manager. Two new
resources for using the Data Warehouse are now posted on the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA)
website:

e NFIRS Data Warehouse Quick Start Guide
e NFIRS Data Warehouse User Guide Part 1

New and Updated NFIRSGrams

Over the last year, the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) has published new and updated
NFIRSGrams on its website. These short bulletins are designed to help fire department
personnel properly code incident reports. You can find the latest NFRIS coding guidance on
the USFA website.



https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/nfirs/nfirs-data-warehouse-reports-tool-quick-start-guide.pdf
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/nfirs/nfirs-data-warehouse-reports-user-guide-pt1.pdf
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/nfirs/coding-help/
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NFIRS Reporting -
Invalids

There is a minimum amount of data that must be entered into the NFIRS system for an incident to be
considered valid. Warning and Critical errors happen when a “Required” module is missed or
incomplete, and when module questions are answered incorrectly or not at all. Certain modules are
“Required” based on the incident type being reported, and whether the question is “Required” or just
considered “Additional Information” will determine whether it is a Warning or a Critical error. It is very
important to answer all the required questions in all the required modules as completely as possible.
When an incident is deemed invalid the data is considered unusable in the NFIRS system and
therefore cannot be used in data analysis. Please see the charts below.

Ways to check your NFIRS reporting for Invalid Incidents:

1.Run an Incident Search under the Incident Management tab and filter for the year and to just
show your Invalids.

2.Run an Incident Listing or Monthly Incident Counts report in the Summary Output Report
Tool filtered to just show your Invalids.

3.1f you are using third party software, you should look at the Zip File that is emailed to you after
NFIRS has completed your import. Invalids will be shown at the bottom under the Incident
Summary.

If you would like assistance with Invalids, contact your Fire Coordinator or NFIRS Program
Coordinator Sarah Brown at Sarah2.Brown@wisconsin.gov.

Click here to find a NFIRS Incident Code Guide



mailto:Sarah2.Brown@wisconsin.gov
https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/Programs/FirePrevention/WisconsinNFIRSCodes.pdf
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Reasons for Invalids,

by year

2022 2021 2020
1. Actions Taken is required Apparatus type is required Clear Time cannot be later than the Last
Clear Time [Apparatus Module
[Apparatus Module] [ ]
2. Street or Highway is required Apparatus Use is required Street or Highway is required
[Apparatus Module]
3. Property Use is required Street or Highway is required. Fire Service Fatalities is required
4. Incident Type is required Action taken is required Fire Service Injuries is required
5.  Arrival Date is required Property Use is required Action Take is required
6.  Structure Type is required Incident Type is required Age of Person Must be Greater than Zero
[Structure Module]
7. Apparatus Clear Time must be equal State is required Age of Person Not Allowed
to/after Incident Arival Time unless
cancelled gp-route.
8. Clear Time cannot be later than last clear City is required Arrival Date is required
time [Apparatus Module]
9. Non-Fire Service Fatalities is required Clear Time cannot be later than Last Unit Non-Fire Service Injuries is required
Clear Time [Apparatus Module]
10. Non-Fire Service Injuries is required MNon-Fire Service Fatalities is required Non-Fire Service Fatalities is required
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Incident Reporting
Requirements

This report contains information on the total number of incidents reported by participating fire
departments. In 2022, 792 fire departments reported incident data to NFIRS, while nine failed to
enter a single report.

e SPS 314.01(11) (a) says that for each fire, a record shall be compiled by a fire department
serving the municipality in which the fire occurred.

e NFPA 1 (2012), under 1.11.3.2, says, “The fire department shall keep a record of fire and other
emergency responses occurring within its jurisdiction and of facts concerning the same,
including statistics as to the extent and damage caused by such fires or emergencies.”

¢ In addition, Wisconsin State Statutes § 101.141 shall apply; 101.141 RECORD KEEPING OF
FIRES. (1): Each city, village, and town fire department shall file a report for each fire that
involves a building and that occurs within the boundaries of the city, village, or town with the U.S.
Fire Administration for placement in the fire incident reporting system maintained by the U.S. Fire
Administration. The report shall be filed within 60 days after the fire occurs.

The fire service, DSPS, and the U.S. Fire Administration recognize the importance of accurately
reporting all fires. To be eligible for federal government fire grants, fire departments must
report all incidents to NFIRS. Failure may also disqualify members from attending training
at the National Fire Academy.

To report 2021 fire incident data, Wisconsin fire departments used one of the following methods:
1.Federally provided eNFIRS
2. State provided Image Trend Elite
3. Privately paid for third party software (IAM Responding, Fire Works, ProPhoenix, etc.)




Wisconsin DSPS 08

Summary by
Incident Type

From Data Warehouse
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Structure Fire Causes

Fire Causes - Structure Fire Module
Report Pecid: 112210 1231722

Fire Fighier F";':? Property Loss Contents Loss

01| intnsional 1wy asesel o oo 4 3ar ool 2 2w armae] 2e  rsmmd 23] sems| 24k
12| Paying wilh Heat Source o sl of ool o sl of oms] o vesW]  oomos oeow]  daood 0ed  150d 06T%
03 | Smoking 13 3% 0 00 4 3% [l-| 010 BT AN A 156% OSR051) 1M JHA0Y 142%
04 |Heaing vl sms] ) 2o e of oms  d ams] e ass]  aanel ame|  sesse 2
15 | Cooking 29 et o ooewl 8 el of ool 2 2l 2eesve ra senoe a:y  smsnd 131y
05| Eictical Malhoncion wg oo 7 e 3 2mw  of omsl o aesd  wmsesr] T apeod ses]  ness sk
07| Applances ] s o oo e of owes| o vesw]  oeeanef e 2emmd ek sesnd 2354
05 | Opeen Flame Ty 79 & A0E% Tl 6k1% [I| 010 A 2w 10150557 50 430202 S40%  144TaNG 6%
09 | Oerheat wl sas] o ooy 2 of oms e e sess]  auened o e 3w
10| O Equipment wovoW o oo o o o omd o wse  swean] ame  amansy ame]  essaood 2am
11| Nahwa we aessl o ool e of oms| 4 ams]  soere| asenl  aceaood] s ssee7s| ey
12_| Exposare o oaes] o ooowl o amel o ool o oo dored o wean rese swen e
13 | Unimiem 079 Zhe0% 3N 01.2%( 3] 298% [l-| DOy & S0 RS SOH 434TR M OTTISN B2 97509 4206%
W |EpmeniMsoperaton Faiee | 70 ason| 2 aoes] o 3an]  of oms] o nms]  esam| s 2madl s oamad 4o
15 | Ohar Unintsnfonal, Careess ERE R E R EE IR T
16 | Invessigaion vith Arson Med mf o d e s o oms o oo waasf ee  sisostf s nsssoo osn

Grand Total | 3,453 100.00% ndooms o oms s 151,492,964 77,143, 29,2502 100.00%|

Unknown Cause

25.46%

Civilian Deaths Firefighter Deaths

49 0




Wisconsin DSPS 10

NFIRS Dashboard

Valid Incidents
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Structure Fires

by Property Use

Structure Fires By Property Use 2022
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Assistance to
Firefighters

MFIRS Assistance to Firefighters Grant Summary

Report Perwod: 171722 to 12131722

Summary By Incident Type Category (Al Incidents)

Incident Type Category 022

Fires (100-173) 10.599

Owerpressure Rupture, Explosaon, Overheat Calls (200-251) 728

Rescue and EMS Calls (300-281) 358,410

Hazamous Condition Calls (400-482) 7051 17,051

Service Cals (300-871) 32887 2887

Good Inmens Calls (300-872) 33,53 33,53

Falye Alarm and Faise Calts (T00-751) 35,883 36,683

Savers Waather and Natural Disaster Calls (B00-315) T T

Specal Incdent Type Calls (S00-811 §7a 78

Unicnowin o Mot Reported £00 200

Grand Total 508,234 508,234

Summary By Incident Type Category (Fire Incidents)

Incident Type Categony 2 Grand Total
tructure Fires [111-118) 10,244

Fires in Mobile Propery Used 35 3 Fimed Structure (120-123) 183

Mabie Froperty (\Vehicle) Fres (130-138) 2043

Nazural Vegetason Fires (140-143) 2472

Qutside Rubbish Fires (130-163) 1452 1442

Specal Ouiside Fires (160-134 405 4035

Cultivated Viegetation, Crop Fires (1T0-173) 107 107

Fires, Other (100) 283 283

Grand Total 13,299 158,394

Note: The numbers in the summary tables represent all incidents (total responses) reported to the National Fire
Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) and include all Aid Given or Received incidents and all fire exposure incidents,

12
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Assistance to
Firefighters

NFIRS Assistance to Firefighters Grant Summary

Report Pericd: 111722 to 12031723

Total Acres Bumed Summary By Incident Type Category (Fire Incidents)

Incident Type Category o Grand Total

Saructure Fires (111-118) &3 58
Fires in Mobide Propasy Lised 55 8 Foced Sarozture (120-123) 2 2
Mobie Froperty (Wehiche) Fires (130.138) 5 15
Matural Vepataton Fires (140-143) 2.2 2.3
Quiside Rubkish Fires (130-1535) i3 13
Epecal Ouside Fires (180-124) 13 13
Culthated Vegetation, Crop Fares (1T0-173) 18 134
Fires, Oher [ 100) [} [
Grand Total 2833 2,623

Mote: The numbers in the summary table represent the total acres burned with all fire incidents reported to the
Mational Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) either on the Fire Module or on the Wikdiand Fire Module

Summary By Incident Type Category = Less Than One Acre Burned Counts (Fire Incidents)

Incident Type Cabegory 202 Grand Total

Exrocture Fires (111-118) 4Tk iTs
Fires in Wobde Propery Used a5 8 Feoed Soructure (120-123) T T
Mobde Fropery (Vehais) Fires (130-138) g iy
Macural Vegetanon Fined [140-143) 321 BZ1
Outside Rubbish Fires (150-155) 0 85
Spacal Qulside Fras (180-104) a4 44
Cuithvated Viegetation. Crop Fires (1T0-173) 25 3
Fires, Caher (100) Fal Fa:
Grand Total 1.5 1,321

Maote: The numbers in the summary table represent the count of how many times Less Than One Acre Burned was
checked with all fire incidents reported bo the Natisnal Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) on the Fire Module

13
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Assistance to
Firefighters

14

Report Period: 17117522 to 12731722

Summary By Incident Type Category (EMS Incidents)

MNFIRS Assistance to Firefighters Grant Summary

Incident Typa Category 22 Grand Total

Medizal Assisr Calls (311) 20820 30,388
Emagenty Medical Senate Intasents (J20-324) 51828 218, 38
Lock-In Calls (331) A4 5
Search for Lost Person Calls [340-343) 53 a3
Exarcation, Fesous Calls (350-357) 21035 2,035
Yiaber and |ce-Related Rascus Calls (330-205) 580 380
Elecirical Rescus Calls (370-372 &5 35
Fietoue o EMS Srandby Cals (381 1,415 1.315
Fescus and EMS Incidents. Cthar (300) 14871 46T
Grand Total Tae. 410 368 410

Summary By Incident Type Category (EMS Incidents - AFG Categories)

Incident Type Category F.

NMotor Veladhe Aoadent Calls [322-324) 28178 24178
Exzrication from ehicle Calls (352) =] 4
Rescue Calls (300, 350-3%1, 353-357. 380-388, 370-37T2 381 18112 18,112
Rdoue and EMS Incidents. (Al Osher EMSE Calls) 323,578 323,576
Grand Total 356,410 o6 410

HNote: The numbers in the summary tables represent all incidents (total responses) reported to the Mational Fire
Incident Reporting System (MFIRS) and include all Aid Given or Received incidents and all fire exposure incadents.
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Assistance to
Firefighters

MNFIRS Assistance to Firefighters Grant Summary

Report Period: 171722 to 12731722

Surmmary By A Given or Recenced [All Incidents)

Had Gewieni of Fisoirid Type 20F2 iGrand Total

Mutull sod Recsved (1) 7225 7235
Sartemase Rid Eecemned [2 e T.424
Mutual Ad Ghven (3) 15,408 16,409
Barcengtic Aid Gasmn (€] v 1589 9169
Qehar Aid Given (%) 3,503 3.503
Mo Aid Geven or Rlgceaed (N £54 204 464,504
Grand Total 308 14 08,234

Swmmary By Aid Given or Received | Structure Fires - Incident Type 111-123)

Axd Given or Received Type 2022 Grand Total

Mutual Ad Recawed (1) 1,081 1,081
Aapeenase A Recened (2 -5 a6
Mutual A Given (3) £ 58 4 083
Aateenase A Googn (4] 1,185 1,185
Onhar Aod Srees (5] 4@ 43
Pt At Dy O SBCRRed (M 4 (L8 4,038
Grand Total 11,107 11,107

Note: The numbers in the summary tables represent all incidents [total responses) reported to the National Fire
Incident Reporting Sy stem (MFIRS) and mchede all Aid Given of Récened modents and all fite exposure intidents
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Assistance to
Firefighters
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NFIRS Assistance to Firefighters Grant Summary
Report Period: 1/1/22 to 12/31/22

Fire Service Casualty Summary

Fire Service Casualies | FireRelsted | Monfire | Grand Total

T e a0

Fing Sennse Inpungs 23 23 380

Fing S&rvick Dexhs : . :
Total Fire Service Casualties 123 Fa) ¥
Fire Service Injuries Fire Service Deaths

360 2

Chvilian Fire Casualty Summary

| Clllon e Coomnllies | _ Gt |

Crvilian Firg Injuces 144
Cvilian Firg Daaths oe
Total Crvilian Fire Casualites 213
Civilian Fire Injuries Civilian Fire Deaths

144 69

Mote: The numbers in the summany tables represent all incidents (total responses) reported to the National Fire
Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) and include all Awd Green of Recened incidents and all fire exposurs incedents
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Ask the Experts

a Op———
~Essionnl

AUl

QUESTION:
Dear DSPS Fire Prevention Email Tech Box,

I am looking for where we can obtain more fire
inspection forms. Thank you.

ANSWER:

Dear Fire Department, all orders for State Fire
Inspection Forms must now be submitted on online
through Wisconsin Document Sales.

Also, any & all Fire Prevention/ Fire Safety/Public
Education Reports/Forms/Documents that you order,
are free and will be shipped to you at no cost within 2-
3 days. The web address for Wisconsin Document
Sales is https://docsales.wi.gov/

Thank You - DSPS Fire Prevention Email Tech Box

17
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Ask the Experts

AUl
QUESTION:
Dear DSPS Fire Prevention Email Tech Box,

I am working with my Village, of course, budget
numbers. Currently I have a training line item in
my budget, they are requesting I pull that line item
out completely and just use 2% dues for training.
Is this a proper use of 2% due money? I read
through the uses of the money and the way I read
it is this is only for training related to fire
inspections. Thank you for your assistance.

ANSWER:

Dear Fire Department: Of course, anyway we can help.
And you are correct, in accordance with WI s, 101.14, the
training that is allowable to utilize your 2% Fire Dues
Funding for is training of fire fighters and fire inspectors
performing fire inspection, fire code enforcement, public fire
prevention, fire safety education activities & duties. The
training may include fees, memberships, lodging, books,
wages, and travel as well Please let us know if you have
any further questions or concerns and if we may assist you
& your Fire Department with anything else. [ hope this
helps, if not, please just let me know and I will assist you
further.

Thank you - - DSPS Fire Prevention Email Tech Box
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Ask the Experts

BUUUA D hhau ey

Looking for some assistance on an incident we had. Our
department was dispatched to a structure fire. Upon arrival,
we were told there was not a fire, but it was smoke in the
home. Upon investigation, it was found that a curling ire was
plugged in and rested on a handheld mirror with a plastic
border. The heat from the curling iron had melted the plastic
of the mirror and caused smoke but there were no flames.
Prior to our arrival, a neighbor, ran into the house, unplugged
the curling iron, and removed the items from the home.
During this act, he suffered minor smoke inhalation and was
evaluated but not transported.

We coded the incident as a 251-Excessive heat, scorch
burns with no ignition as there were no flames. When we
do such, our RMS (ERS) does not let us enter in a civilian
casualty. I looked at the NFIRS Grams and it appears that
civilian casualty only gets imputed if there was a fire (100
series).

Can you confirm as such?
ANSWER:
Good morning! That is correct you will only complete a

casualty or injury module if there is a Fire, 100 series.
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Ask the Experts

AUl

UESTION:
Good Morning!

I have a quick question for you, an incident where a train
struck a car on the railroad tracks resulted in a car fire.
Would it be an incident type of 324-Accident without
injuries or 113- Passenger vehicle fire? My training and
gut tells me 324...

Have a great day!
Answer:

Remember, you always code the fire, even when the fire was
the result of another incident. Thus, you will need to write
the incident report as a 131-Passenger vehicle fire, and the
Factors Contributing toe the Ignition could include 51-
Collision.

Hope that helps!
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Ask the Experts

BUUNU DUl auYNY

QUESTION:

Hi! Can I get an explanation as to why on an Utility pole fire
you would use a 112- fire in a structure, other than a
building versus a 162- Outside equipment fire? Thanks

ANSWER:

The reason a utility pole fire is a 112 - Structure fire not
in a building is because the definition specifically states
that said pole is considered a structure. Think of it like
“infrastructure”, like bridges, overpasses, train trestles,
fences, ete., are. While it is a structure fire, there is only one
guestion required of utility pole fires in the Structure Fire
Module. Equipment fire is generally smaller and not

considered a structure in and of itself.

I hope that answers your question!
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Ask the Experts

AUl

Question.

Question for you regarding Aid as this is an odd
one. Another fire/EMS department was handling the
transport of a patient back to their home. That patient’s
home was within the city of Wausau (our jurisdiction, not
theirs). Once they arrived on scene, they realized they
needed our help lifting the patient, so we sent an engine
over to assist. It’s not aid given because it was within our
Jurisdiction, however, I'm not sure it’s aid received either as
we didn't call for them, they called for us.

Just wanted your opinion on it. We had a similar situation,
but the transporting agency was Medevac, which is an EMS
department only, not a fire department so in that case
NFIRS says it’'s no aid because they are not a fire
department.

Answer:

What an interesting question! In this case, Wausau would
be giving aid; it would be a 311-Medical Assist for an
incident type code with a 73-Provide Manpower for an
actions taken. The other department (not named) would be

receiving aid with 34-Transport of person from scene in
fire service ambulance or apparatus for an actions
taken.
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Ask the Experts

Ul

Question:
Good morning!

In reviewing my annual reporting to FEMA, I have found that I
have two months where I have one more incident in the FEMA
database than I have in my local records management
system. I'm not sure how that happened, but I would like my
numbers to be consistent in both places. Without reviewing
600 incident numbers, is there a way to reconcile this? Can
someone there delete all the incidents from these two months
so that I can export them again?

I'd appreciate any help you can provide! Thank you!
Answer:

Hi! Your State Program Manager can assist you with deleting
incidents, however, she can help you generate reports in NFIRS
Data Warehouse to understand where the discrepancy may

lie.

Please reach out to us with questions:

NFIRS questions - dspsisnfirs@wisconsin.gov
2% Fire Dues questions - dspssbfiredues@wisconsin.gov
Fire Prevention questions - dspssbfireprevention@wisconsin.gov



mailto:dspsisnfirs@wisconsin.gov
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What’s New at DSPS
Fire Prevention ... *

DSPS Offers Free Community Risk Reduction Tool to Departments

e DSPS offered Craig 1300 as a resource for Wisconsin Fire Departments and stakeholders as part of
the department’s Community Risk Reduction (CRR) initiative to provide quality data, improve local
CRR efforts, and limit civilian and firefighter casualties. Powered by mySidewalk, CRAIG 1300
(which stands for Community Risk Assessment Insight Generator) is a CRR tool that helps make
better sense of data through the application of NFPA 1300, Standard on Community Risk
Assessment and CRR Plan Development. It helps departments aggregate and analyze publicly
available data, identify community insights, and share CRR research and proposals with other
stakeholders using eye-popping graphics, charts, and heat maps (see below). There is a free
custom dashboard on the DSPS website with five CRR indicators and NFIRS data to support
Wisconsin’s public safety programs with data-driven CRR. Visit Wisconsin’s free dashboard today!
https://dashboards.mysidewalk.com/wisconsincraig
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What’s New at DSPS [(..%
Fire Prevention %

New Fire Coordinator for District 2 - Aaron Andre

New Section Chief for Fire Prevention/Safety and Health - April Hammond

Fire Department Safety and Health program merges with Fire Prevention

e The Fire Department Safety and Health Program merged with the Fire Prevention Program to
become the FIRE PREVENTION / SAFETY & HEALTH program! This merger did not impact
services provided by DSPS or program staff, but you will see the program webpages on the
DSPS website have been consolidated to provide a one-stop shop! Check out the combined
program site.

Fire Prevention/Safety and Health Fall Training

¢ In Fall of 2023, Fire Prevention/Safety and Health again offered free in-house and virtual
trainings on the following subjects: EAP and PS, NERIS Overview, NFIRS Data Warehouse
Quick Start Guide, WI Burning Overview, NFPA 1 and SPS 314, Public Education and CRR-
CRAIG 1300. If you missed the trainings, all past presentations are available on our website.
Just click the “Presentations” dropdown.

Coming Soon

e We are updating the Wisconsin Fire Service Guidebook.
Look for that coming soon under the “Publications”
dropdown on our webpage.

e We are working to make National Emergency Response
Information System (NERIS) tools available to Wisconsin
fire departments.



https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Programs/FirePrevention/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Programs/FirePrevention/Default.aspx
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DSPS Fire Prevention/Safety
& Health Staff

\4‘5\‘___/
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Pictured left to right: April Hammond, Section Chief; Aaron Andre, District 2
Fire Coordinator; Rick Sommerfeld, District 1 Fire Coordinator; Sarah Brown,
OPA and NFIRS Program Manager; Gary Peck, District 3 Fire Coordinator;
and Steve Komar, District 4 Fire Coordinator.

Fire Prevention Office Personnel

April Hammond is the DSPS Integrated Section Chief for the Fire
Prevention/Safety and Health Program. She previously served as a DSPS Fire
Prevention Coordinator and Occupational Safety Inspector from 2008-2023,
working on several SPS code updates. April is an Assistant Fire Chief, works
part-time as a Madison College Instructor, and volunteers as an Investigator in
Dane County. She is also an advocate for Everyone Goes Home, founded by the
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation. April has worked as a Municipal Judge,
wildland firefighter, emergency dispatcher, EMT, and in law enforcement. She
has degrees in criminal justice and holds several additional fire science
credentials. April and her family also manage a Dane County farm. Contact her
at (608) 225-6593 or by email at April. Hammond@wisconsin.gov.

Sarah Brown has served as Operations Program Associate and NFIRS Program
Manager for the last seven years. She has attended the National Fire Academy for
NFIRS Program Manager and NFIRS Data Warehouse training, graduating at the
top of her class. Sarah is also a Subject Matter Expert in the use of eSLA and the
2% Fire Dues Program, and she has authored this Wisconsin Fire Risk report since
2017. You will often see Sarah in the DSPS Fire Prevention booth at fire
conventions and conferences. Sarah was born and raised in the Medford area and
still lives there with her family. Sarah can be reached at (715) 634-4013 or by email
at Sarah2.Brown@wisconsin.gov.



mailto:Sarah2.Brown@wisconsin.gov
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DSPS Fire Prevention/Safety
& Health Staff

District 1

Rick Sommerfeld is the Fire Prevention
Coordinator for District 1. He has been in
the fire service for 36 years, currently as
chief of his local volunteer fire
department. Rick has also worked as an
EMT for the past 34 years. He has
completed Firefighter 1 and 2, Fire
Inspector 1, Fire Officer, Rappelling,
Extradition, Driver-Operator, Fire
Investigation, Grain Bin Rescue, Open
Water Diver, and many other trainings.
Rick also completed the NFA’s NFIRS Program State Manager class.
Contact Rick at (715) 944-4114 or at
Richard.Sommerfeld@wisconsin.gov .

District 1, in northwestern Wisconsin, has 193 fire departments: 176
Volunteer, 13 Combination, and 4 Career departments. For 2022,
District 1 recorded 35,598 incidents and 292 No Activity reports. Of
those incidents, 35,189 were valid and 409 invalid. When we break
down the calls, we see that Rescue/EMS had by far the highest
counts at 23,499, with Fire calls following at 2,964.

Casualty Summary Civilian 2022 Fire Service 2022

Fire related injuries 20 21
Non-fire related injuries N/A 26
Fire related deaths 14 0
Non-fire related deaths N/A 0
Inspectors in 2022 548

Public Buildings & Places

of employment 26,744

Inspections conducted 34,636

Violations recorded 9,146

Violations corrected 5,592
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DSPS Fire Prevention/Safety
& Health Staff

District 2

Aaron Andre joined DSPS in September
2023 and is the Fire Prevention
Coordinator for District 2. He has served
19 years on the Township of Cameron
Volunteer Fire Department and has been
the Fire Chief there since 2015. He has a
great passion for fire prevention, earning
multiple Community Risk Reduction
certifications and becoming a Youth Fire-
setting Prevention Specialist. He is also
part of the Wood Co. Fire

Investigations Task Force. Aaron lives in the Marshfield Area with his
family. He can be reached at (608) 400-3186 or by email at
aaron.andre@wisconsin.gov.

In District 2, in southwestern Wisconsin, there are 203 fire
departments: 159 Volunteer, 34 Combination, 6 Career, and 4
Military departments. They reported a total of 96,043 incidents during
2022, with 94,494 being valid and 1,549 invalid. There were 146 No
Activity reports. The greatest number of calls were recorded as
Rescue/EMS calls at 65,366, with Good Intent calls following at
7,986.

Casualty Summary Civilian 2022 Fire Service 2022

Fire related injuries 33 27
Non-fire related injuries N/A 76
Fire related deaths 13 2
Non-fire related deaths N/A 0

Inspectors in 2022 647
Public Buildings & Places

of employment 53,352
Inspections conducted 82,446
Violations recorded 28,342

Violations corrected 18,198
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DSPS Fire Prevention/Safety
& Health Staff

District 3

Gary Peck, the Fire Coordinator in District
3, has spent 31 years in the fire service,
including being a Full-Time Career
Firefighter/Fire Officer for 24 years, with
14 years as a Fire Chief. Gary works part-
time as an instructor at Moraine Park
Technical College and has been a
Wisconsin Emergency Medical
Technician for 25 years. Gary is IFSAC
certified as Firefighter /I, Fire Officer IV,
Fire Inspector lll, Fire Instructor Il
Rescue Technician I/ll, Hazmat Technician & Incident Commander,
and he has completed the NFA’s NFIRS Program State Manager
class. In his free time, Gary enjoys spending time with family & friends
and watching all our great Wisconsin sports teams. You can reach
Gary at (608) 219-9470 or at gary.peck@wisconsin.gov.

District 3, in northeastern Wisconsin, has 216 fire departments: 183
Volunteer, 23 Combination, 7 Career, and 3 Federal/Military. In 2022,
District 3 had 49,810 reported incidents, with 49,419 valid and 391
invalid, and 215 No Activity reports. District 3 had the fewest invalids
of all 4 districts. The most reported incidents were EMS calls with
32,569, followed by 4,077 False Alarm and False Calls.

Casualty Summary Civilian 2022 Fire Service 2022

Fire related injuries 30 17
Non-fire related injuries N/A 31
Fire related deaths 8 0
Non-fire related deaths N/A 0

Inspectors in 2022 731
Public Buildings & Places

of employment 35,303
Inspections conducted 53,940
Violations recorded 18,798

Violations corrected 11,820



mailto:gary.peck@wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin DSPS 31

DSPS Fire Prevention/Safety
& Health Staff

District 4

Steve Komar is the District 4 Fire
Prevention Coordinator. He has worked
most of his career in the Pewaukee and
Waukesha fire departments as a
firefighter, fire inspector, fire investigator
and public education coordinator. Steve
holds 5 Wisconsin licenses, 4 as an
inspector in Commercial Buildings, UDC
: /’ Construction, UDC HVAC, and Tank

'\ / J - Systems. He is also a Wisconsin

“ Emergency Medical Technician. Steve

also has a Fire Protection Technician degree. In his free time, he
enjoys spending time with family, deer hunting at this cabin, ice
fishing, and watching all of Wisconsin’s sports teams. Steve can be
reached at (608) 575-0179 or Steven.Komar@wisconsin.gov.

District 4, in central and southeastern Wisconsin, has 199 fire
departments: 24 Career, 59 Combination, 111 Volunteer, 2 Federal,
and 2 Private. District 4 had a total of 323,578 incidents in 2022, with
322,109 valid and 1,469 invalid, and 36 No Activity reports. The
largest number of calls were for Rescue/EMS at 242,437, followed by
False Calls with 21,994.

Casualty Summary Civilian 2022 Fire Service 2022
Fire related injuries 33 58
Non-fire related injuries N/A 104

Fire related deaths 18 0

Non-fire related deaths N/A 0

Inspectors in 2022 1,692

Public Buildings & Places

of employment 96,827
Inspections conducted 142,621
Violations recorded 72,521

Violations corrected 55,671
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Fire Risk

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services
PO Box 7302
Madison, WI 53707-7302
Phone: (608) 266-2112
www.dsps.wi.gov
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