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INTRODUCTION 

Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

 

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services  
Division of Industry Services 

Fire Prevention Program 

4822 Madison Yards Way  
PO Box 7302  

Madison WI  53705-7302  

 

Phone: 608-266-2112 

Web: http://dsps.wi.gov 

Email: dsps@wisconsin.gov 

Tony Evers, Governor 

      Dawn B. Crim, Secretary 

April  2019 

 

The Wisconsin Department of  Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) Fire Prevention Program 

is pleased to present the 2017 Wisconsin Burning report. This report presents data on fire               

department incidents to help readers understand the Wisconsin fire situation and to help the fire 

service improve public safety services.   

This data is also used at the national level to help identify challenges facing the fire service and  

understand what resources are needed to meet those challenges. All of  the data for 2017 Wisconsin 

Burning was solely collected from submissions by fire departments into the National Fire Incident 

Reporting System (NFIRS). Presently, Wisconsin has 821 fire departments, of  which 807          

departments are required to report data to the NFIRS database (14 departments are not required 

per their status being Federal/State/Military/Private or an Affiliate of  another fire department). 

Incident reporting provides essential information about fires, their causes and consequences, as 

well as descriptive data about many other types of  emergency services that fire departments    

provide to their community.  Such data can help communities improve their fire protection       

systems while helping fire departments devise better ways to provide service. As we track data 

across the years, we will be able to recognize trends and determine how the fire problem in     

Wisconsin is changing.   

We hope this information will be useful to Wisconsin fire departments, elected officials, and the 

general public as a planning tool for meeting the future needs of  the fire service and fire safety in 

Wisconsin. 
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Statistics Disclaimer 

As you read through 2017 Wisconsin Burning, you may question some of  the numbers reported.  

The data in this report contains  

only that information supplied by 

reporting fire departments.       

Incident information submitted 

does not always translate into   

usable data once it enters NFIRS.  

NFIRS requires a minimum 

amount of  data for an incident to 

be considered valid. If  critical  

data, such as type of  fire, is   

missing the incident cannot be 

accurately analyzed. Some fire          

departments report all responses, 

while others only report fire     

responses. To paint a true picture of  the fire departments’ role in Wisconsin communities, this 

report contains information on all reported response types.  Developing incident response data 

for a fire department can help determine the use of  limited resources and budget dollars.  Data 

submitted on fire cause determination has improved since the 2016 report, however, it still 

needs improvement.  When reporting incidents we need to be more specific and not over 

use the “OTHER” category i.e. 100-Fire, other; 200-Overpressure, other. For example in 

2017 the “OTHER” category was used a total of  22,767 times. That is an increase from 

2016 by 6,062 times.  Wisconsin State Statute § 165.55 requires a fire chief  to investigate the cause, origin 

and circumstances of  every fire occurring in his or her jurisdiction.  The data being submitted to the 

NFIRS database indicates that too often this statutory requirement is not being met. 

As more fire departments enter their incident data, a more accurate assessment of  Wisconsin’s 

fire problem can be compiled.  The DSPS Fire Prevention staff  trains fire departments in      

accessing and properly submitting fire incident data. Fire departments are encouraged to          

participate in this training. 
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

 2015 2016 2017 

# FDID’s in  

Wisconsin  

 

831 

 

828 

 

820 

# of  FDID’s that  

reported  

incidents 

 

809 

 

801 

 

795 

# of  FDID’s  not  

reporting any incidents  

(some depts. are not required 

to report due to their dept. type) 

 

11 

 

16 

 

9 

# of  Paid Fire Fighters 1,617 1,617 1,616 

# of  Volunteer Fire 

Fighters  

5,361 5,341 5,302 

# of  Paid Per Call Fire 

Fighters 

 

5,193 

 

5,193 

 

5,266 

# of  times Mutual Aid 

Was Given 

16,327 16,426 16,540 

Total $ Loss $242,943,526.00 $233,866,404.00 $232,695,047.00 



Structure Fires by Property Type 
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A LITTLE ABOUT INCIDENT REPORTING 

2017 Wisconsin Burning contains information on the total number of  incidents reported by 
participating fire departments.  In 2017, a total of  795 fire departments reported incident data to 
NFIRS. This is six less fire departments than reported in 2016.  Four of  the six became inactive 
departments as of  December 31, 2017. 
 
SPS 314 and NFPA 1 (2012) has the following requirements under 1.11.3.2 The fire department 
shall keep a record of  fire and other emergency responses occurring within its jurisdiction and 
of  facts concerning the same, including statistics as to the extent and damage caused by such 
fires or emergencies.  In addition, Wisconsin State Statutes §  101.141 shall apply; 101.141 
RECORD KEEPING OF FIRES. (1) Each city, village, and town fire department shall file a 
report for each fire that involves a building and that occurs within the boundaries of  the city, 
village, or town with the U.S. fire administration for placement in the fire incident reporting 
system maintained by the U.S. fire administration. The report shall be filed within 60 days after 
the fire occurs. 
SPS 314.01 (11) FIRE INCIDENT REPORTS. Substitute the following wording 

for the requirements in NFPA 1 section 1.11.3.2: 

(a) 1. For each fire, a record shall be compiled by a fire department serving the 

municipality in which the fire occurred. 

2. The record in subd.  1. shall include all applicable information specified in s. 101.141 

(2), Stats., shall be filed with the federal agency specified in s. 101.141 (1), Stats., and shall 

be filed no later than the deadline specified in s. 101.141(1) . 

The fire service, DSPS, and the U.S. Fire Administration recognize the importance of  accurately 

reporting all fires.  To be eligible for federal government fire grants, fire departments must 

report all incidents to the NFIRS. Failure to report can disqualify a department from receiving 

grants and  may also disqualify members from attending training at the National Fire Academy. 

To report fire incident data, Wisconsin fire departments can use one of  three methods: 

1. Federally-provided Data Entry Tool  (DET) - Direct reporting to NFIRS 

2. Federally-provided Data Entry  Browser Interface (DEBI) - Direct reporting to NFIRS 

3. 3rd party software (State-provided Image Trend, Firehouse, Fire Programs, Emergency 

Reporting, ProPhoenix etc.) -Export via Bulk Import Utility or BIU  
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INCIDENT BREAKDOWNS 

Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

100– FIRE   

Total reported Fire incidents 18,283. 

The Breakdown on Fires 

Structures  10,038                 Fixed Mobile  141 

Vehicle  3,005                        Natural Vegetation  2,070 

Rubbish  1,659                       Special Outside  418 

Cultivated Crop  108              Fire, other   844 

200-  Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, 

Overheat  

Total reported Explosion incidents 793. 

The Breakdown on Explosions 

Overpressure-Steam  42            Explosion (no fire)  38 

Overpressure-Air/Gas  63         Excessive Heat  594 

Overpressure-Chemical  4           Overpressure, other  52 

300– Rescue & Emergency 

Medical Service 

Total reported EMS 

incidents 284,030  

The Breakdown on EMS 

Medical Assist  23,817                  Water/Ice Rescue  660 

EMS Incident  389                          Electrical Rescue  32 

Search/Lost Person  559               EMS Standby  983 

Extraction Rescue  2,043                 EMS, other  12,491 

400– Hazardous Conditions– No Fire 

Total reported Hazard incidents  15,634 

The Breakdown on Hazardous Conditions– No Fire 

Combustible/Flammable  spills & leaks  5,068 

Chemical release, reaction or toxic conditions  2,736 

Electrical wiring/equipment problem  5,129 

Radioactive condition  3                             Biological hazard  94 

Accident, potential accident  1,932           Explosive, bomb removal  12 

Attempted burning, illegal action  75             

                                                                     Hazardous Conditions , other  585 



Page 8 2017 WISCONSIN BURNING 

INCIDENT BREAKDOWNS cont.…. 

500– Service 

Total reported 

Service incidents 

18,938. 

The Breakdown on Services 

Person in distress  1,923           Water problem  861 

Smoke problem  2,299              Animal problem/rescue  298 

Public service assist  9,447       Unauthorized burning  1,453 

Cover assignment, standby  1,250 

                                                         Service, other  1,407 

600-  Good Intent 

Total reported Good In-

tent incidents 22,608. 

The Breakdown on Good Intent 

Dispatched/Cancelled enroute  12,528         Wrong location  3,925 

Controlled burn  684                                          Vicinity alarm  36 

Steam/Gas mistaken for smoke  1,851           EMS call, transport  662 

Hazmat release/ no hazmat  1,128           Good Intent, other  1,794 

700– False Alarm & False 

Call 

Total reported False Alarm 

incidents  30,912. 

The Breakdown on  False Alarm & False Calls 

Malicious false  alarm/call  1,969                 Bomb scare  27 

System/detector malfunction  8,817            Biological hazard  4   

Unintentional system/detector malfunction   15,303 

                                                                 False Alarm/Call, other  4,792 800– Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 

Total reported Severe Weather & Natural 

Disaster incidents  927. 

The Breakdown on Severe Weather & Natural Disasters 

Severe Weather & Natural Disaster  739 

                                   Severe Weather & Natural Disaster, other  188 

900– Special Incident 

Total reported Special 

Incidents 1,153. 

The Breakdown on Special Incident 

Citizen Complaint  375                     Special Incident, other   778 

UUU– Undetermined 

Total reported Undetermined incidents 5. 

The Breakdown on Undetermined Incidents 

                           Undetermined 5 
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 In 2017, the highest Cause of Ignition was reported as Unintentional (4,789).  Wisconsin fire depts re-
ported 883 “Intentionally Set” fires in 2017 which is an increase of 96 from the previous year. “Cause 
Undetermined After Investigation” was the determination for 1,976 fires.  NFIRS recorded 18,283 fires 
in 2017, but 7,800 of those fires were left blank when asked what the Cause of  Ignition was. 

A few of the ones left “Blank” were reported with the following incident types Structures 5,531, Rubbish 
875, Natural Vegetation 825 and Vehicle fires 213.  

 

The highest Fire Cause in a structure of reported as “All other causes”.  Cooking fires accounted for 419 
fires and 167 were caused by smoking.  

 Of the 3,005 reported vehicle fires, 34 of them were found to be “Exposure from a fire”, “Smoking” 
caused 16 fires while another 4 were the result of “Electrical Distribution”. “Natural Cause” was deter-
mined for 10 of the vehicle fires.  

 

In a total of 18,283 reported fires, a cause determination was made in 2,569 of the incidents, but in 
15,714 (an increase of 223 from 2016) of the fire incidents, they were classified as “All Other Causes”. 

 

Page 9 

Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

CAUSE OF IGNITION/FIRE CAUSE 
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BASIC MODULE 

9987 Invalids 

1. Incident Arrival Time-1292 

2. Incident Arrival Date-1277 

3. Incident Type-1048 

4. Incident Actions Taken-994 

5. Property Use-940 

6. Incident Last Unit Cleared Time-869 

7. Incident Last Unit Cleared Date-717 

8. Missing the City-448 

9. Missing the State-401 

10. Incident Mutual Aid Given or Received-182 

FIRE MODULE 

533 Invalids 

1. Fire Contributing Factors-76 

2. Human Factors-74 

3. Cause of Ignition-71 

4. Area of Origin-69 

5. Heat Source-67 

6. Item First Ignited-67 

7. Number of Residential Units-19 

8. Fire On-Site Materials-19 

9. Number of Acres Burned-12 

10. Onsite Materials 1 Storage Use-11 

TOP 10 CRITICAL INVALIDS BREAKDOWN BY MODULE 

Civilian Fire Casualty Module  

0 Invalids 

Wildland Fire Module 

79 Invalids 

1. Mobile Property Type-19 

2. Wildland Factors Contributing 

to Ignition-17 

3. Total Acres Burned-10 

4. Wildland Fire Human Factors-8 

5. Range Direction E/W-4 

6. Area Type-3 

7. Township Directions N/S-3 

8. Heat Source-3 

9. Longitude-2 

10. Latitude-1 

Arson Module 

0 Invalids 
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

 TOP 10 CRITICAL INVALIDS BREAK DOWN BY MODULE...cont.  

Structure Module 

115 Invalids 

1. Structure type-48 

2. Detector Presence-17 

3. Fire Spread-11 

4. Total Square Feet-8 

5. Type of Material Contributing Most to Flame 

Spread-4 

6. Total Floors Below Grade-4 

7. Detector type-3 

8. Floor of Fire Origin-3 

9. Item Contributing Most to Flame Spread-2 

10. Detector Operation-2 

Fire Service Casualty 

Module 

26 Invalids 

1. Injury Time-17 

2. Injury Date-4 

3. Age-2 

4. Severity-1 

5. Story of Injury-1 

6. Vehicle Type-1 

EMS Module 

1592 Invalids 

1. Provider Impression-1571 

2. EMS Cardiac Arrest-20 

3. Initial Arrest Rhythm-1 

HazMat Module 

4 Invalids 

1. HazMat Contributing Factors-4 

Apparatus/Personnel Module 

2860 Invalids 

1. Apparatus Type– 1109                                        6.Apparatus Arrival Date– 17 

2. 2. Apparatus Use- 1030                                       7. Apparatus # of People– 15                                   

3. Apparatus Arrival Time- 327                               8. Apparatus Dispatch Date– 10 

4. Apparatus Clear time- 305                                   9.Apparatus Clear Date-6 

5. Apparatus Dispatch Time- 41                              
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

When completing a NFIRS incident report there is a minimum amount of  data that must be en-

tered into the NFIRS system in order for the incident to be deemed a valid incident.  Warning and 

Critical errors will occur when a required module is missed or incomplete and when module ques-

tions are answered incorrectly or not at all. Certain modules are “Required” based on the incident 

type reported and depending on if  the question is a “Required” question or if  it is just considered  

“Additional information” will determine whether it is a Warning or a Critical error.  It is very im-

portant to answer all of  the required questions in all the required modules as completely as 

possible. When an incident is deemed invalid the data is considered unusable in the 

NFIRS system and therefore can not be used for our data analysis.  

WHY DO WE HAVE INVALIDS??  
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WISCONSIN NFIRS CODES AT A GLANCE 
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

NFIRS INCIDENT TYPE CODES cont.…... 
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NFIRS INCIDENT TYPE CODES cont.…... 
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Top 4 Property Types and their Fire Causes 

 1 or 2 Family Dwellings 

Electrical Distribution  874 

Cooking   222 

Appliances  133 

Smoking  121 

Natural Cause  87 

Heating  72 

Exposure from another fire 52 

Playing w/heat source  12 

Explosives  5 

Fireworks  3  

Multifamily Dwellings 

Cooking  170 

Smoking  57 

Appliances  27 

Heating  22 

Electrical Distribution  6 

Natural Cause  5 

Playing w/heat source  4 

Exposure from another fire  4 

Fireworks  1 

 

Open land or field 

Natural Cause  817 

Smoking  12 

Fireworks  5 

Explosives  4 

Electrical Distribution  1 

Playing w/heat source  1 

 

Residential Roadway 

Natural Cause  10 

Smoking  8 

Exposure from another fire  7 

Electrical Distribution  6 

Appliances  2 

Playing w/heat source  1 

 



Page 17 2017 WISCONSIN BURNING Page 17 2017 WISCONSIN BURNING 

FIRES BY PROPERTY TYPE 

Page 17 2017 WISCONSIN BURNING 

Of all the 18,283 fires reported in Wisconsin, Structure fires were by far the 

most common.  But what about the Property type?  1or 2 Family Dwelling by 

far had the most with 4771.  Below is a table showing the top 10  Fires by 

Property Type. 



Cause of Ignition 
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

FIRE INCIDENTS 
  Structure and Vehicle fires were the most common fires reported in 2017.  Structure 

fires were by far the highest reported at 10,038 and Vehicles at 3,005.  Not far behind 

that were Natural Vegetation fires at 2,070.  Rubbish fires came in fourth at 1,659 and 

Fire, Other in fifth place with 844 fires.  The three remain-

ing were Special Outside, 418 Mobile property– Fixed use, 

141 and finally Crop fires at 108. 

  Passenger vehicle were again the most commonly report-

ed Vehicle fires at 2,083.  Off road/heavy equipment vehi-

cles came in second at 332 which is up by 9 from what was 

reported last year.   

Road Freight/transport 

vehicles remained the same from last year at 250 

fires. Camper/RV fires rose to 36 fires in 2017 from 

25 in 2016.  We also had 249 vehicle fires reported 

as Mobile property, Other. 

  Wisconsin fire service reported 1,659 Outside rub-

bish fires of those 803 were Outside rubbish, trash, 

or waste , 510 Dumpster, 285 Outside rubbish, oth-

er, 29 Landfill, 21 Construction or demolition landfill and finally 11 Outside stationary 

compactor or compacted trash fires. 

  Special Outside Fires accounted for 418 fires in 2017, which is a decrease of 72 fires 

from the previous year.  Broke down as follows: Special outside, other, 174, Outside 

equipment, 143, Outside storage (not rubbish), 87, Outside gas or vapor explosion, 10 

and 4 Outside mail box fires. 

  Cultivated vegetation , crop fires had the least 

amount of fires reported at 108.  Cultivated grain or 

crop at 55, Cultivated vegetation, other at 45 and 

Cultivated tree or nursery stock fire at 8. 
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DETECTOR BREAKDOWN  

Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

 
 

In 2017, Wisconsin Fire Service reported 10,038 Structure 

fires. Here’s the breakdown of Detector Presence, Type, 

Effect, Operation, and Cause of Failure of those fires. 

Detector Present 2,034 

Detector Not Present 1337 

Undetermined  838 

Operated 1272 

Fail to Operate due 

to size of fire 

313 

Undetermined 194 

Failed to Operate 169 

Smoke 1598 

Combo 

smoke/Heat 

115 

Undetermined 98 

More than 1 type 80 

Sprinkler 30 

Heat 11 

Other 11 Alerted Occupants 968 

No occupants 155 

Undetermined 85 

Occupants failed to respond 32 

Failed to Alert 31 

Undetermined 48 

Battery missing or disconnected 45 

Battery discharge or dead 30 

Other 13 

Lack of cleaning 11 

Hardwired power failure, shut off or dis-

connect 

10 

Improper installation or placement 8 

Defective 4 

Detector was Presence 

Type of Detector 

Present 

Cause of Detector Fail 

Effect on the Occupants 

Detector Operation 

# of Detectors Questions  

Left Unanswered 

Detector Fail             9869 

Detector Type          8095 

Detector Effect         8767 

Detector Operation 8090 

Detector Presence  5829 
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A WORD FROM NFPA... 



Cause of Ignition 
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
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FIRES BY TIME OF DAY 

Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

The most fires (1,270) took place during the 2 pm hour in 2017, the least 

amount (405) took place during the 6am hour.  When broken down Cooking 

fires (499) took place between 4pm to 8pm. Building fires happened in the 

3pm hour with 449.  The majority of the passenger vehicle fires (1,091)took 

place between Noon and 10pm.  The average time frame for Grass and Brush 

fires was between 1pm and 4pm with a peak for both at 2pm. Outside rubbish, 

trash or waste fires happened more in the evening hours roughly between 

4pm– 9pm.  Chimney fires occurred at all hours but the peak time was be-

tween the 7pm and 8pm hours with 78.   
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INCIDENTS BY MONTH 

Page 23 2017 WISCONSIN BURNING 

There were 393,278 incidents reported in Wisconsin for 2017,  that was  over 85,000 

more incidents than 2016.  Through out the year the occurrence of incidents per 

month seem to be pretty even. Ranging from 36,192 at the highest to 29,094 at the 

lowest.  Wisconsin had the most calls in July, which was an increase of 7,433 from 

2016 and the fewest calls were in February, which was also an increase from 2016 of 

6,845.  When we breakdown the monthly incidents by Incident type we can see that 

EMS had the majority of the incidents for the year, 284,030.  The  least amount of inci-

dents reported were Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat (No Ensuing Fire), 

793.  

MONTH 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 GRAND 

TOTAL 

JAN 1255 76 23,812 1242 1479 1698 2541 2 69 32,174 

FEB 1390 69 21,578 991 1287 1612 2094 7 66 29,094 

MAR 1783 63 23,462 1436 1508 1907 2343 71 94 32,667 

APR 1778 53 22,144 1070 1441 1755 2306 33 104 30,684 

MAY 1514 75 24,399 1359 1599 1885 2461 171 112 33,575 

JUN 1728 59 24,677 2033 1690 1998 2853 291 132 35,461 

JUL 1509 85 25,543 1633 1900 2139 2974 277 132 36,192 

AUG 1369 65 23,854 1199 1645 1926 2670 22 110 32,860 

SEPT 1331 57 25,017 1088 1715 1920 2722 17 114 33,981 

OCT 1359 55 23,498 1214 1457 1842 2795 24 86 32,330 

NOV 1551 75 22,543 1145 1595 1921 2380 4 69 31,283 

DEC 1716 61 23,503 1224 1622 2005 2773 8 65 32,977 

GRAND 

TOTAL 

18,283 793 284,030 15,634 18,938 22,608 30,912 927 1153 393,278 
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INCIDENTS BY DAY OF THE WEEK 

Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

When we examined the Incidents by Day of the Week, we noticed that 

there weren’t any high peaks, the numbers tended to be fairly even.  

Wednesdays had the most calls  57,704 versus the previous  year which 

had the most calls on Fridays.  Sundays again had the least amount.  Satur-

days had the most Fire, Service, Good Intent and Special Incidents.  

Wednesdays had the most Explosion, Hazardous, False Calls and Weather 

related incidents.  Leaving us with Friday having the most EMS incidents. 

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

FIRE 2705 2407 2431 2519 2362 2720 3139 

EXP 105 111 107 124 119 116 111 

EMS 39,698 41,156 40,034 40,856 40,276 41,317 40,693 

HAZARD 1877 2194 2187 2946 2258 2185 1987 

SERVICE 2645 2561 2698 2688 2611 2775 2960 

GOOD  

INTENT 

3128 3171 3130 3317 3213 3296 3353 

FALSE 

CALL 

3928 4521 4490 4698 4588 4523 4164 

WEATHER 70 145 68 406 118 61 59 

SPECIAL 

INC 

147 156 159 150 176 173 192 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNNITIES  

Page 25 2017 WISCONSIN BURNING 

The National Fire Academy (NFA) works to enhance 

the ability of fire and emergency services and allied 

professionals to deal more effectively with fire and re-

lated emergencies.  Free training courses and pro-

grams are delivered at the campus in Emmitsburg, 

Maryland, online and throughout the nation. For more 

information click here.   

The Wisconsin DNR’s Division of For-

estry has instructors available to 

teach wildland fire training to fire 

departments in cooperative fire pro-

tection areas of Wisconsin. Click 

here for details. 

    Wisconsin Technical Colleges offer 

various Fire Training Courses.  Some of 

the courses offered at the Technical Col-

leges are Fire Fighter, Driver/Operator, 

Fire Officer, Fire Inspector and Emergen-

cy Services Instructor.  Need more info 

click here. 

DSPS staff also provide 

assistance to fire ser-

vice personnel in  

Wisconsin in support 

of fire prevention      

inspections, NFIRS reporting, code 

questions and much more.  To contact 

the Fire Prevention Coordinator in your 

area visit our website. Or check out the 

Fire Prevention Map on page 36. 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/training/nfa/
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestFire/training.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestFire/training.html
https://mywtcs.wtcsystem.edu/fire-service
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Programs/FirePrevention/Default.aspx
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

TRAINING TOPICS FOR YOUR DEPARTMENT 

 
 Accountability &  Safety 

 Aerial Operations 

 Bloodborne Pathogens 

 Building Construction 

 Car Fires 

 CPR 

 Driver Training 

 Equipment Check 

        -Start-up 

 Extrication 

 Fire Behavior 

 Fire Ground Operations 

 Highway Safety 

 Hose Drills (1 1/2 &         

2 1/2) 

   Hydrant Operations         

 Incident Command 

 Ladders 

 Live Fire 

 LP Tank Training 

 MABAS 

 Mass Casualty Drill 

 Personal Protective 

Equipment  (PPE) 

       -Inspection & cleanliness 

 Preplanning/Walk 

through  

         -High risk occupancies 

 Pumper Operations     

Tandem Pumping     

Drafting 

 RIT (Rapid Intervention 

Training) 

 Ropes 

 Salvage & Overhaul 

 SCBA  

       -Use & maintenance 

 Search & Rescue 

 Self-Survival Train-

ing 

 Smoke  Drills 

 SOG/SOP Training 

 Tabletop Scenarios 

 Tender/Tanker       

Operations 

 Ventilation 

 Water Supply 

 Wildland/DNR Fire 

Training 
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INTRODUCING IMAGETREND ELITE……. 
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Image Trend Elite is now available to 

the Wisconsin Fire Service at no direct 

charge to individual fire departments.  

The web-based program is a tool used 

to report incidents as well as recording and tracking fire department activities, 

training, inspections and staff members.  Elite meets the documentation re-

quirements of the 2% fire dues program.  All Wisconsin fire departments have 

been issued user credentials.  Current users of Image Trend Rescue Bridge will 

be migrated to the new system during the coming weeks and fire departments 

that want to start using the software can contact their Fire Prevention coordina-

tor for specific details. General information about the records management 

software can be viewed at www.imagetrend.com. 

http://www.imagetrend.com
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DISTRICT 1  RICK SOMMERFELD  FIRE PREVENTION COORDINATOR 
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District 1 is located in the northwestern part of Wisconsin.  There we had 179 

fire departments report 28,208 incidents.   Over half of those incidents report-

ed were EMS related,18,751.  Fires accounted for 2,518 incidents and 2,113 

were False Call/False Alarm.   The most frequent fires were categized as a 

Building fire, 943,  second was Passenger Vehicle fires, 280 and third were 

Grass fires, 221.  District 1 had 18 Exposure fires, an increase of 3 from 2016 

and the  Total Fire Dollar Loss of 2017 was $37,968,234.00, which is  a         

decrease of $414,554.00 that was reported in  2016. 
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DISTRICT 2  MIKE FEHRENBACH  FIRE PREVENTION COORDINATOR 

Southwestern Wisconsin is where District 2 is located, there we had 204 fire de-

partments report 69,846 incidents.  The most frequent incidents reported were 

EMS calls, 45,467 followed by False Call/False Alarm incidents, 6230 and running 

a close third was Good Intent calls, 6058.  The most fires reported in District 2 

were Building fires, 1446 followed by 381 Passenger Vehicle fires and then Cook-

ing fires with 321.  Total Dollar Loss for District 2 was $46,850,413.00 in 2017 

which was a increase of 

just over $3 million from 

2016.  Fires accounted for 

$44,981,000.00 of that dol-

lar loss which was an in-

crease of $3,599,224.00 

from what was reported in  

2016. 
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DISTRICT 3  CARL FRISQUE  FIRE PREVENTION COORDINATOR 
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In northeastern Wisconsin, 203 fire departments in District 3 reported 56,305 

incidents in 2017.  The largest number of calls were for EMS, 36,619 followed 

by False Call/False Alarm, 4473 and 4443 Good Intent calls.  The top 3 catego-

ries of fires were Building, 1319, Passenger Vehicle, 310 and Cooking fires, 272.  

The Total Dollar Loss 2017 in District 3 was $33,829,407.00  which was a 

slight increase of just over $350,000.00 in 2016.  Fire Dollar Loss accounted 

for $32,776,331.00 of the total dollar loss.   
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
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DISTRICT 4  Gary Peck  FIRE PREVENTION COORDINATOR 
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Last but not least District 4, tucked down in the southeastern part of Wiscon-

sin, we had 210 fire departments report 238,919 incidents. EMS grabbed the 

top spot for most incidents, 183,193, False Call/False Alarm came in second 

with 18,096 and Good Intent calls came in third with 10,227.  Fire calls ac-

counted for 8772 of those incidents with the top 3 fire categories being 

Building fires with 3778, Passenger Vehicle fires with 1113 and Cooking fires 

at 785.  The Total Dollar Loss for District 4 was $102,975,048.00 and 

$99,541,743.00 of that was from fires.  District 4 had the biggest decrease, 

amongst the districts, in Total Fire Dollar Loss between 2016 and 2017.  The 

difference between the two years was $15,731,439.00. 
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Wi s c o n s i n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S a f e t y  
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FIRE PREVENTION MAP 



 

 

W I S CON S I N  D E PA RTMENT  O F  S A F E TY  
AND  P RO F E S S I O NA L  S E RV I C E S  

 
P O  BOX  7 3 0 2  

MAD I S O N, W I  5 3 7 0 7 - 7 3 0 2  
 

P HON E : 1 - 6 0 8 - 2 6 6 - 2 1 1 2  
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